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fidence; and by refusing to disavow the action of Major 
Anderson, have converted his violation of orders into a le- 
vitimate act of your executive authority. Be the ixsue what 
it may, of this we are assured, that if Fort Moultrie has 
been recorded in history as a memorial of Carolina gal- | 
jlantry, Fort Sumter will live upon the succeeding page as 
an imperishable testimony of Carolina faith. 

Bv your course you have probably rendered civil war in- | 
eyitable. Be itso. Ifyou choose to force this issue upon 
us, the State of South Carolina will accept it; and relying 
upon Him who is the God of Justice as well as the God of 
Hosts, will endeavor to perform the great duty which lies 
before her hopefally, bravely, and thoroughly. | 

Our mission being one for negotiation and peace, and 
your note leaving us without hope of a withdrawal of the 
troops from Fort Sumter, or of the restoration of the status 
quo existing at the time of our arrival, and intimating, as 
we think, your determination to reinforce the garrison in 
the harbor of Charleston, we respectfully inform you that 
we propose returning to Charleston to-morrow afternoon. 

We have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your 
obedient servants, Rk. W. BARNWELL, 

J. HU. ADAMS, 
JAMES L. ORR, 
Commissioners. 


To His Excellency the Prestpent United States. | 
Mr. DAVIS. Now read the indorsement. 
The Clerk read the indorsement, as follows: 

Executive Mansion, 3} o'clock, Wednesday. 
This paper, just presented to the President, is of such a || 
character that he declines to receive it. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, an episode is || 
said to delay the progress, but not to change the 
character ofa poem. Certainly a very long epi- | 
sode has been introduced into the remarks which | 
] have proposed this morning to make; and they 
do change the conclusion to which I would have 
arrived. I feel, now even more than before, pity | 
for the Executive of the United States. When a || 
proposition was made to read a paper as a@ part | 
of the remarks which I proposed to submit, the 
Senator from New York appears taking charge 
of the Executive and protecting him from a con- 
structive rebuke by the Senate. Sorrowful, in- 
deed, is the position of that Executive, so lately 
borne to the high office which he holds upon the | 
shoulders of the great Democracy of the country, 
when he must turn to the Senator from New York 
to protect him from them. But I know that new | 
converts are always zealous. They haveanexcess 
of zeal, which has grown even to a proverb. To 
that excess of zeal Iam willing to attribute the | 
discourtesy to which I made a harsh reply this | 
morning. 

jut Lask, when the peace of the country was || 
at stake, when all men who love the Government 
we inherit from our fathers looked anxiously to | 
a peaceful solution, why, if mistaken in che ae. |] 
acter of the paper of these commissioners, did | 
this paper (harsh, I admit, in some of its terms) 
not change the purpose of the President? Why 
did he not then call upon them for the means by 
whieh peace may be restored to South Carolina? | 
Thus he would have initiated a measure which 
might have led to beneficial results. Thus he | 
might have turned the threatening brow of civil 
waraway. Then we should not lave stood as 
we do to-day, waiting hourly for what the tele- 
graph may bring, to decide whether we have 
peace or war in our Jand. 

[ did not intend this morning, however, to have 
protracted my remarks so as to have interfered 
with the Senator from Massachusetts, |Mr. Wit- 
son.] I senta page to him, and offered to re- 
sign the floor; but I learned from him that he did 
iot wish to occupy it to-day. I have already 
vecupied the floor some time, though I was not 
upon it discussing a question raised in my own 
caseyin which J have verified the proverb that 
“our curses sometimes do a blessing prove;”’ for 
what I intended to have read and incorporated in 
my own remarks, the Senator from New York 
Has taken from that hiding-place where men might 
Hever have found it, and brought it out into the 

broad light of the Senate Journal. I thank him. 

But there was a special order for to-day 
Mr. BIGLER. If the Senator will permit me. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- || 

tor from Mississippi yield the floor ? | 
Mr. DAVIS. Certainly. 1] 
Mr. BIGLER. It is half past two o’clock and |! 
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more. I presume the Senator does not wish to 
address the Senate further to-day on this subject. 

Mr. DAVIS. At some time I do. 

Mr. BIGLER. Then, with his permission, I 
will move to postpone this subject until one o’clock 
to-morrow. 

Mr. GWIN. IL hope, then, that we shall take 
up the special order, which was postponed by the 
reading of the message. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis moved to 


postpone the further consideration of the message 


| and accompanying documents until one o’clock 


to-morrow. 
The motion was agreed to. 


COMMITTEE SERVICE. 
On motion of Mr. CHANDLER, it was 


Ordered, That the Vice President be requested to fill the 


| Vacancy on the Committee of Commerce, occasioned by 


the resignation of Mr. Hamlin. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representa- | 


tives by Mr. Hays, Chief Clerk, announced that 


| the House had passed a bill (No, 554) to ex- 


tend the right of appeal from decisions of circuit 


quested. 
LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATION BILL, ETC. 
The message further announced that the House 
had passed a bill (No. 892) making appropria- 
tions for the legislative, executive, and judicial 
expenses of the Government, for the year ending 
June 30, 1862, in which the concurrence of the 


| Senate was requested. 


PRINTING OF A DOCUMENT. 


The message further announced that the House 
had ordered this day the printing of a letter from 
the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the House, a report 
of the superintendent of ordnance at the Wash- 
ington navy-yard, on rifled cannon and the arm- 
ament of ships-of-war—ordered at twelve o’clock 
and fifteen minutes. 

ILOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were severally read twice by their ttles, 
and referred as indicated below: 

A bill (No. 554) to extend the right of appeal 


| from decisions of circuit courts to the Supreme 


Court of the United States—to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

A bill (No. 892) making appropriations for the 
legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of the 
Government for the year ending June 30, 1862— 
to the Committee on Finance. 


SLAVERY QUESTION. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, I rise 


for the purpose of moving that the resolution 
which I believe was left as the unfinished busi- 
ness on the last day of our session, be taken up, 
and that all other business be postponed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state to the Senator that that is the unfinished 
business, and comes up as the business now in 
order before the Senate. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the joint resolution 
(S. No. 54) proposing certain amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I presume, sir, as a 
matter of course, that the question will be taken 
on the distinct articles which are proposed as 
amendments to the Constitution. I hope, there- 
fore, that the question will be first taken on the 
first article. 

Mr. CLARK. I move now to strike out all the 
preamble of the resolutions, and all after the word 


| **resolved,’’ in the first resolution, aud add what 


I sent to the Chair this morning and requested to 
be printed, as an amendment. 

Mr. LVERSON. I desire to ask the Chair 
whether the Florida claims bill was not made a 
special order for to-day? 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


New Senies..... No. 19. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. There were 
three special orders for to-day, as the Secretary 
informs the Chair. The first one was postponed 
until to-morrow; the second one is the one now 
under consideration; and the third is the bill (S. 


| No. 230) declaratory of the acts carrying into 
| effect the ninth article of the treaty between the 





| derstood the Senator to refer to it, 


United States and Spain. 

Mr. IVERSON. If the Senate will allow me, 
I will move to take that bill up, in order to post 
pone it and make ita special order for another 
day, so as to get it out of the way. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. As I umderstand, the 
Senate has agreed to take up these resolutions, 

Mr. IVERSON. It will take but a momen:. | 
merely want to postpone the bill to another day. 

Mr. WILSON. move to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of this joint resolution until 
half past twelve o’clock to-morrow. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 


It requires 


| ator accept that motion ? 


Mr. IVERSON. What is it? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. To postpone 
the further consideration of the joint resolution 
until half past twelve o’clock to-morrow. 

Mr. IVERSON. I have nothing todo with the 
resolution of the Senator from Kentucky. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
The question 
is on the motion to postpone the further consid- 


| eration of the joint resolution now under consid- 


| poned. | 


eration, until half past twelve o’clock to-morrow. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Why?I should like to 
know of gentlemen. If there is any special rea- 
son for it, | might be disposed to acquiesce. 
Mr. CLARK. 1 wish that it might be post- 
introduced certain 


resolutions this 


| morning which were ordered to be printed, and 


have now gone to the Printer; and I cannot get 
a copy, so as to move them as an amendment. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Itis all the better for 
us all. 

Mr. CLARK. 
them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ready for the question? 

Mr. PUGH» Is the question on postponing the 
joint resolution? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


It may be; but I desire to have 


Is the Senate 


The question 


| is On postponing the resolution now under con- 
| sideration, until to-morrow at half past twelve 
| o’clock. 


Mr. PUGH. L[hope not. I think it is high 
time that we had taken a decisive vote. The 
President urges it upon us. Every Senator must 
see that we are to go in one direction or another, 
and to goatonce. We heard the amendment of 
the Senator from New Hampshire read this morn- 
ing. We know whatitis. We can easily vote 
whether or not we will substitute it. Senators 
may speak upon other resolutions connected with 
this subject; but L hope that we shall have a vote, 
and have it now; an if there is not a constitu- 
tional majority to carry these amendments, let us 
try some other proposition. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the postponement of the joint resolution. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I have not heard the prop- 


| osition read yet. I did not happen to be in when 


it was presented. 
Mr. PUGH. Which proposition? 
Mr.SIMMONS. The one offered by the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire. We have not had 


| the President’s message printed yet either. There 


appears to be unusual haste about this matter. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The further 
consideration of that subject was postponed until 
to-morrow. 

Mr. BIGLER. 1 sincerely hope that this mo- 
tion to postpone will not prevail. If ever we in- 
tend toact upon these resolutions atall, we ought 
to do it promptly. If they are to be of any ser- 
vice to the country, we all know they must be 
considered immediately. The Senator from New 


|| Hampshire can offer the manuscript amendment, 
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and the Senate can understand it at once, and be 
prepared to act upon it, I do not think that isa 
suflicient reason for the postponement of a meas- 
ure so vitally important. As has been said by the 
Senator trom Ohio, if this proposition be notagree- 
able, the time has arrived when we ought to con- 
sider some measure. I trust the proposition of 
the Senator from Kentucky will be considered 
now; that we will proceed in good earnest, and 
adhere to that consideration until the Senate has 
arrived at a determination. 

It is utteriy unnecessary for me, or any other 
Senator, to attempt to picture the condition of our 
once happy country. We are in imminent peril. 
The Government even is in danger. The whole 
country is deeply agitated. Mutual exasperation 
is inflaming the whole land. Sir, 1 feel that every 
other question sinks into insignificance compared 
with that embodied in the proposition of the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky; and [ will only repeat that | 
action ought to be had on his proposition as it 
now stands; for you will remember it contem- 
plates, first, getting an expression from the peo- | 

ile in order that his amendments may be adopted 
a a two-thirds vote in Congress, and submitted 
to the States for ratification. We have now but 
about seven awecks remaining of the session; and 
unless we act promptly, it will be idle to act upon 
the proposition of the Senator from Kentucky at 
all. There will be no time to get the sense of the 
people, and afterwards act upon these proposed 
amendments. I therefore trust that no Senator | 
will ask a postponement; that no other business 
will be interposed—the Pacific railroad bill or any- 
thing else—but that we shall proceed to consider 
this great question that involves the peace of the | 
country, and that we shall adhere to that consid- 
eration late and early until we have decided, and, 
I trust, decided happily. 

Sir, I feel deeply the impression that we have | 
already neglected this great question. I am one 
of those who believe that there is a political and 
moral influence in this city, to save the country 
from civil war, and the Union from dissolution; 
and the hour has come when men must assume 
the responsibility and act. I cannot believe that 
there is a member of this body who is not pre- 
pared to act, and, [ trust, act with the utmost de- 
sire to reclaim our country from its unhappy con- 
dition. lam not willing, for one, even as threat- 
ening as the aspects are, to conclude that itis too 
late. It is never too late to struggle for this great 
country, for this Union under which we have | 

rown and prospered as no other people ever did 
aad on the face of the earth. For one, I shall 
not be willing to consider any other proposition; | 
and I say that, intended more especially for my 
friend from California, [Mr. Gwiy,] who is anx- | 
ious to get up his railroad bill. For one, I shall | 
insist upon final action upon these questions that 
concern the peace of the country, before we at- 
tempt to consider anything else. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, if any fu- 
ture Gibbon shall describe the decline and fall of 
this great Republic, he will date that fall from the 
rejection of the resolutions offered by the Senator 
from Kentucky. I believe, firmly attached as I 
am to the Union of these States, thatif those prop- 
ositions are rejected by this Senate, peace will 
have fled the land, and it will in future bein vain 
that we sing hosannas to the Union. I hope we 
shall have a vote now, that the country may know 
whether there is patriotism encugh in the Senate, 
whether there isa sincere love enough of the Union 
actuating the minds and governing the action of | 
Senators here, to save it by the adoption of these 
resolutions. 

I will not detain the Senate. 


I feel that the 
I feel that the 
very continuance of this Government rests upon 
the adoption of these resolutions; and I hope that 
we shall proceed to vote upon them. 

Mr. CLARK. Mr. President, I introduced 
certain resolutions to the notice of the Senate at 
the commencement of the session to-day. I gave 
notice that I would move them asan amendinent 
to the resolutions of the Senator from Kentucky, 
and asked that they might be printed. The Sen- 
ate ordered them to be print The manuscript 
went to the Secretary of the Senate, and has gone 
into the hands cf the Printer. ‘ 
script, nor any copy of these resolutions, for the | 
information of the Senate as to the amendment I | 
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ressed. I feel the importance of the occasion, 


ir. President, but I do not believe that an hour || 


or two this afternoon will be the salvation of the 
country; and I do not think that we shall receive 
any detriment if we postpone these resolutions 
| until to-morrow, in order to act on the amend- 
ment which I propose. I cannot offer it nowany 
further to the Senate because I have not the amend- 
ment in my possession. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved to 
postpone the further consideration of the resolu- 
tion until to-morrow. 

Mr. POWELL. Before that motion is put, I 
will ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to 
propose an amendment to the first article pro- 
posed by my colleague. The amendment carries 
out the intention of the draftsman of the resolu- 
tion. My colleague will accept it. , 

Mr. SIMMONS. I should like to hear the 
amendment read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will report the amendment. 

The Secretdry read it: to insert in line fourteen 
of the first adic 
‘* territory,’’ the words, *‘ now held or hereafter 


| to be acquired;”’ so that it will read: 


In all the territory now held or hereafter to be acquired | 


south of said line of latitude, &c. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It will not be 
in order to act upon that amendment unless by 
common consent. 

Mr. POWELL. I understand it was received 
by common consent. I hear no objection. 

Mr. SIMMONS and Mr.GRIMES. I object. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I accept the amend- 
ment, if I have a right to do so. 

Mr. POWELL. My colleague accepts the 


amendment. 


Mr. SIMMONS. That does not make it a part | 


| of the resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Kentucky that it is not 
competent for his colleague to accept it except by 
the action of the Senate. The amendment lies 
over under the rules. 

Mr. WADE. Let us hear it read. 
know what it is. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Clerk will 
read the amendment. 
Mr. SIMMONS. 
with the proposed amendment in, in order to let 

us see how it will read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Art. 1. Inall the territory of the United States now held 
or hereafter acquired, situate north of latitude 36° 30’, sla- 


I do not 


very or involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for || 


crime, is prohibited, while such territory shall remain under 
territorial government. In all the territory now held, or 
hereafter to be acquired, south of said line of latitude, sla- 
very of the African race is hereby recognized as existing, 
and shall not be interfered with by Congress; but shall bi 
protected as property by all the departments of the terri- 
torial government during its continuance ; and when any 
territory, north or south of said line, within such bound- 
aries as Congress may prescribe, shall contain the popula- 
tion requisite for a member of Congress, according to the 


then Federal ratio of representation of the people of the | 


United States, it shall, it its form of government be repub- 


|| lican, be admitted into the Union on an equal footing with 


the original States, with or without slavery, as the consti- 
| tution of such new State may provide. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


Objection be- 


amendment now; and the question recurs on the 


‘| motion to postpone the further consideration of | 


the joint resolution until to-morrow at half-past 
twelve o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 

RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 

Mr. BIGLER. As the Senator from Califor- 
nia [Mr. Gwiy] is absent at present, and I know 
he is very anxious to get up the bill, I will sub- 
mit a motion that the Senate now proceed to the 
consideration of the Pacific railroad bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That bill was 
postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. BIGLER. I know that; but we can re- 
| sume its consideration to-day. 

Mr. MASON. lL understood it was postponed 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. BIGLER. 


competent for the Senate to reverse that decision 


lL have no manu- || and take up the bill. 


| "The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 


| must be to reconsider the vote postponing the bili 


desire to make; and, therefore, my amendment |) until to-morrow. 


| day, and which I attempted to get up this y 


i| row? 


e of the resolution, after the word | 


Let him read the article | 


| ing made, it will not be in order to consider the | 


That is true; butitis perfectfy || 








Mr. BIGLER. I will put it in that shape 
Mr. MASON. I hope not. I want to or 


vote on the resolution which I offered on § , 


Satur. 


BE. January 9, 


> : ° “s horn- 
| ing, calling for information from the Secretary of 


| War. Lhope, therefore, that this motion Will not 

|| be agreed to. recat 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the gu. 

ator from Pennsylvania insist on his Rachlin 

| reconsider the vote postponing the bill f; ' 

| construction of the Pacific railroad unt; 


| Mr. BIGLER. I do. 
_ ry 
Mr. IVERSON. 1 ask for the yeas and nays 
|| on that motion. : 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and }y 

| taken, resulted—yeas 33, nays 18; as follo 
|| YWEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bigler, 

Cameron, Chandler, Ciark , Collamer, Davis, Doolitte es 
| senden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Gwin, Hale, Harta Joby 
|| son of Tennessee, Kennedy, King, Latham, Mallory Nic b 
|| olson, Pugh, Rice, Seward, Simmons, Sumner, Tey) Py 
| Thomson, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—33. 
NAYS—Messrs. Benjamin, Bragg, Bright, Clay, Cling 
|| man, Crittenden, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, Hemphill, tye, 

son, Lane, Mason, Powell, Saulsbury, Slidell, Toombs. 
|| Yulee—18. 
|| So the motion to reconsider the vote postponing 
'| the further consideration of the bil! until to-mor. 
row was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fosren i 
| the chair.) The question now recurs on the ori- 
| ginal motion to postpone the further considerat 


Or the 


l lO-mor- 


ing 
WS: 


B 
singharm. 


en Eyck, 


and 


of the bill until to-morrow at half past twelve 
o’clock. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill is now 
before the Senate. 


' 
| 
| 


Mr. IVERSON. I rise to a point of order. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Georgia will please state his point of order. 
| Mr. IVERSON. I desire to know whether this 
| bill is now in order in preference to any other. | 
| do not understand it to be the unfinished business 
| of the last sitting. It was taken up; but there is 
|aprior order set for to-day, and I think that of 
course must crowd this out. 

Mr. GWIN. The Pacific railroad bill is before 
the Senate. 

Mr. IVERSON. If the Senator wil! allow me 
|| to take up the other order, I will move to post- 
|| pone it, in order to avoid any further difficulty, t 
| some future day. I think it is entitled to pre- 





| 

| 
| FLORIDA CLAIMS. 
} 


} 
' 
| 


| cedence, being a special order set for to-day. 

| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill which 
| was the special order for one o’clock was the bill 
|| declaratory of the acts for carrying into effect th 
|| ninth article of the treaty between the United 
|| States and Spain. That was the bill specially 
|| appointed for one o’clock this day. 


|| Mr. IVERSON. The railroad bill was set for 


the same tinie; but of course the Florida claims 
bill crowded that out, and now comes up as 4 
matter of course in precedence of all others. Does 
the Chair consider that bill now before the Sen- 
|| ate? 
|| ‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. In the opinion 
| of the Chair, as it is the oldest special order, 
|| will stand first in the order of business. 

Mr. IVERSON. Then I move to postpone it 
until Wednesday, the 23d of this month, and 
make it the special order for that day at one 
o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 


RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 


Mr. GWIN. I now move to take up the Pa- 
| cific railroad bill. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill (H.R. No. 
701) to secure contracts, and make provision for 
the safe, certain, and more speedy transportauon, 
by railroad, of mails, troops, munitions of war, 
military and naval stores, between the Atlant 
States and those of the Pacific, and for other pur 
| poses; the pending question being on the am a 
| ment of Mr. Brace to add to the end of the Brst 
| section the following: 

Nor until said acts of incorporation shall have be 
| mitted to and approved by the Congress of the 
| States. 

So that the proviso will read: . 
Provided further, That the said persons and their ass 
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orinterest, intended to be secured by the provisions of this 
act, otherwise than in a corporate character and capacity, 
to be first acquired by them, or such of them as shall ac- 
eept the terms and conditioussof this act, within the terri 

‘al and State jurisdictions into and through which the 
railroad contemplated by this act shall be constructed, nor 
notil said acts of incorporation shall have been submitted 
i) and approved by the Congress of the United States. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I move that this bill be 
referred to a select committee of five members. It 
seems to me, the bill is so imperfect as it came 
from the House, that for the Senate to go on at 
this time and consider it, would make necessary 
so many amendments, and so much alteration in 
the bill, that the safest and most direct way to 
perfect it is to refer it to a select committee, so 
that it may be carefully considered. 

Mr. GWIN. T hope the Senate will not adopt 
the motion of the Senator from Minnesota. [ be- 
lieve that if this bill is taken from before the Sen- 
ate, it will be its destrucuon during this session; 
and I ask every friend of the Pacific railroad to 
stand by the bill as it is, and keep it before the 
Senate. It can be amended, if, in the opinion of 
the majority of the Senate, it is nota perfect bill, 


just as well when it is under consideration in the 


Senate. 

As to the idea of referring it to a select com- 
mittee, why, sir, it has been before six select com- 
mittees of this body already in the last eight or 
nine years, and every one of those bills was be- 
fore the select committee of the lower House 
when they-reported this bill. If we were to sit 
upon the bill until doomsday we could get no more 
information than there is now on the files of the 
We have gottwenty Pacific railroad bills 

»w on the files of the Senate, to which any mem- 
ber can refer if necessary to make an amendment 
to the bill before the Senate. This motion seems 
to me to be destructive to any action on the Pa- 
cific ratlroad bill during this session. There are 
motions now to amend that bill, and it can be per- 
fected by the time the vote is taken upon them, 
as much as it will be by reference to a committee. 


senate. 


| have served for years and years as chairman of 


a select committee on the subject. We have 
spent days and weeks of labor in maturing bills 
which are now on the files of the Senate. One 
that was reported during the last session of Con- 
cress is now the first biil in order regularly on 
the files of the Senate: and | undertake to say that 
no committee of this body will ever make a more 
perfect bill in its details than that. The great 
q iestion of difference now is in regard to the num- 
ber of routes, and we can settle that as well here 
before the Senate as we can by a select commit- 
I hope, therefore, that the bill will not be 
lestroyed by being referred to a select committee. 
Mr. BRAGG. According to the Senator from 
California, it seems that this body is to take the 
| as it comes from the House of Representa- 
tives, and no other bill. Now, sir, I do not un- 
lerstand that sort of legislation or that sort of 
inagement. 
Mr.GWIN. I said nothing of the sort. I 
ud the bill could be amended. 
Mr. BRAGG. I beg the Senator’s pardon. I 
w he said the bill could be amended, and Iam 
g on to give the reasons why I think it ought 
ereferred to a committee. The mere fact that 
‘comes from the other branch of Congressaffords 
reason, it seems to me, in this body, why we 





and ought to be amended, in several very import- 
ant particulars; and after that is done, as I think 
it ought to be done, and [ hope it will be done— 
and I think the Senate evinced a disposition to do 
it on Saturday—it is requisite that it should go to 
a committee, in order that we may not have con- 
fusion produced, and contradictions in the bill. 
It is a long and elaborate bill, and I care not what 
the Senator may say as to the number of similar 
bills that have been before this body, this bill is 
so framed as to require amendment, and I think 
the Senate will amend it. They have already 
amended it in one particular; and the best place 
to see, first, whether amendments ought to be 
put on, and next, how to arrange the whole bill, 
so as to make the amendments congruous, is a 
select committee. 
what agnendments are necessary in order to per- 
fect a bill after we once alter it; and it is abso- 
lutely necessary—indispensable almost—that the 
bill, with amendments, should go toacommittee, 
in order that this state of confusion may not be 
produced. I hope, therefore, that the motion 
made by the honorable Senator on the other side 
will prevail. I have no idea that it will result in 
the way the Senator from California says it will 
result. I see no reason why it should result in 
that way. I see no reason why we should hurry 
this bill through this body, particularly at this 
time, and with the hot haste with which it is 
pressed. Jtis an important measure. It is due 
to the country, and to the whole country, tum- 
bling to pieces as it is now, that this bill should 


| not be hurried through under the circumstances, 


| eXamine it, the more manifest will those 


ight not to take the same course with it as we |! 


‘o with other bills of an important character. 
This is a bill of a very important nature. It in- 
‘oves a large expenditure of money and of means 
'y this Government. Now, I shall not go into 
‘he matter at all, nor do I propose at any time, 
‘haps, to go into the question as to the number 
' railroads which shall be constructed; but when 
‘ls bill was before the Senate the other day, 
‘arlous objections were presented, and some of 
‘em, 1 think, of a very substantial character; 
and it was the evident sense of the body that the 
ull did require amendment in several important 
“ruculars. Nobody knows better than my ex- 
nenced friend from California that, when divers 
‘mendments are put toa bill, they in some degree 
“Sérrange and disorder the bill itself, and that it 
~“omes necessary, when those amendments are 
» Ge, tO eXamine with care in order to see how 
mes bill will work after the amendments have been 
upon it. 
‘eke it for granted, from what occurred in the 
“hate on Saturday, that this bill will be amended, 


as itis attempted to hurry it through now. It 
ought to be considered, and well considered. In- 
stead of that, we are met on every occasion here 
with the objection that this bill has been before 
the other House; that it has passed there; and 
appeals are made to gentlemen who are in favor 
of a Pacific railroad, to stand by this bill, and 
nothing else. Is that the proper spirit of legis- 
lation in the Senate of the United States? With 
all proper respect for my friend from California, 
I say that it is not. 

I hope that the motion will prevail, and that 
this bill, with the various amendments offered, 
will be allowed to go to a committee; and I sup- 
pose, upon thatcommittee, there will probably be 
a majority in favor of the bill. Itcan ke consid- 
ered, it can be arranged, and it can be reported 
to the body. But as it is now—in the way my 
friend is endeavoring to hurry through this bill— 
we are legislating in a great degree in the dark. 
I want the test of a committce as applied to this 
bill. It is a pateh-work concern. I care not 
where it was gotup. There are objections to it; 
and the more we consider it, and discuss it, and 
objec- 
tions be made, I think. I want to have the aid 
of a committee to examine this bill deliberately, 
to see where it ought to be amended. 

Mr.GWIN. The Senator has answered him- 
self in his own speech. He here moves to refer 
this bill to a select committee, in order to exam- 
ine it,and toexamine the amendments of the Sen- 
ate, when the Senate has put but one amendment 
on it. He says the bill has been urged by its 
friends. Why, Mr. President, we have had but 
one day during this whoie session to consider it; 
and I appeal to the Senate if there has been any 
importunity exhibited by the friends of the bill to 
press it through improperly withouta fair discus- 
sion. If it were to go toa select committee, it 
would come back from that committee and be con- 


, sidered here probably for weeks; and that is one 
| of the very means adopted by the Senator from 


North Carolina, who is an enemy to any species 
of Pacific railroad bill. A thousand committees 
could not frame a bill that he would vote for. It 


| is part of the tactics of the enemies of this meas- 
| ure to refer it to a select committee; and when it 


comes back to the Senate, it will have to undergo 
the same discussion as heretofore. A few years ago 


| we discussed a bill reported by a select commit- 
| tee after elaborate investigation. It was discussed 


in the Senate for six weeks—that very bill re- 
ported by the select committee, who examined 
the subject with as much attention as any com- 
mittee can now. After six weeks’ discussion 
when we had done precisely what the Senator 
says should be done with this bill; that is, after 


| discussion and amendment in the Senate, we then 
| had the bill as amended printed, in order that we 


We are not able bere to see | 
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could consider itas a whole, and see that the amend- 
If this bill 
shall be amended in the Senate, and those amend- 
ments be material, I shall, when the proper time 
comes, be in favor of printing the bill as amended, 
in order that we may examine and see that there 
iS NO incongruity between the amendments and 
the original bill. 

But, Mr. President, if this bill isevertaken from 
before the Senate at this period of the session, it 
is utterly impossible that we can bring it forward 
again under as favorable auspices as at present, 
We are all ready to vote on the amendments— 
they are before us—oth red by the Sx nator from 
Minnesota and others. There are various amend- 


‘ments which the Senator from North Carolina 


notified us he would offer. The Senator from 
Missouri indicated amendments. We are ready 
to acton them now. Here is the bill, You can 
strike out all of it from the enacting clause, and 
insert whatever you please. If it is now referred 
to a select committee, it is the destruction of the 
measure, 

Mr. GREEN. I am not particular about re- 
ferring this bill to a select committee; | am _ per- 
fectly willing to consider it in the Senate; but 
there is one point which strikes me with a little 
surprise, and to that I wish to cal! the attention of 
the Senator from California. In the thirty-sixth 
line of the first section, there must bea mistake. 
It makes a donation of ‘‘ every alternate section 
of land within one mile of such railroad line;’’ but 
when we get to the fifty-eighth and fifty-ninth 


. . . . . . 
| lines of the same section, it reserves from sale the 


Sections within six miles of the road. Is thata 


| misprint, or a mistake, or what is it? 


Mr. GWIN. Those lands are to be reserved, 
I presume, until the selection of the sections within 
one mile ean be made. 

Mr. GREEN. Then I must say this: the south- 
ern road which passes through Texas of course 
gets Texas land; when it passes through the 
Territory of the United States, it gets United 
States land; from El Paso to the eastern line of 
California, it gets ten sections of land to the mile, 
and from that point to San Francisco it gets six 
sections of land to the mile, while the central route 
gets but one section of land to the mile. Ido not 
think that fair treatment. I think it ought to have 
the same amount of land as the other, and Ll wish 
to eall the Senator’s attention to that, because, 
from the form of the bill, I supposed it was a 
misprint. 

I must make this other additional remark: that 
while the subject of a Pacific railroad has been 
considered for twelve years, this identical bill has 
never been considered. [twas noteven considered 
in the House. It was passed under the whip 
and spur of the previous question, without a word 
of debate, So, far as my information extends, and 
so far as the Journal of the proceedings in that 
body indicates, and in this body, the general scope 
and tenor of the bill has not been discussed—« nly 
a few points to which our attention has been 
called by several members. Now, I want this 
bill put in a proper shape, and [ want the central 
route to get an equivalent to what the 
route gets. 


this way. 


southern 
Capitalists will not take hold of it in 
We are passing a bill and calling it a 


| central railroad bill; and yet we so frame it and 


shape it that nobody takes hold of it, and the 
work is never done. The easiest way, and the 
most effective way, ofaccomplishing worksof this 
character, consistent with the Constitution of the 
United States, is to make donations of land. I 


| would rather diminish the amount of money and 


rive an increased amount of land. 

l only make these remarks now to show the 
Senate that this bill is the most immature bill, 
the least considered, the most ill-prepared, of an 
that I have ever read yet; and while, with the 
Senator from Ohio, I am in favor of a railroad, 
and while [ will not be technical and particular 
in exacting everything to conform to my view; 
still, Ll think we ought to consider the general 
subject, and throw it into the best possible shape. 
If the Senate think they can take it in hand and 
make the requisite amendments—we having dis- 
cussed the seneral scope and tenor of the bill— 
better than by referring it to a select committee, 
do so, and [ will be content; but Lam naming 
these defects, to which I will call the attention of 
the Senate if we take it up for consideration in 
this body without a reference 
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Mr. LATHAM. I merely desire to say, sir, 
that I enter my solemn protest, as one of the Sen- 
ators from California, against the reference of this 
bill to any select committee. I trust sincerely 
that the friends of the measure will regard it asa 
test vote, whether we are to have a railroad bill 
passed this -winter or not. Now, sir, I do not 
care, a8 has been justly remarked by my col- 
league, how many select committees may be ap- 
re by the Senate: whenever they report the 
nll back to this body, it will have to be discussed 


just as much as now; there will be found just as 


many objections to it, as many criticisms; and I 
think the Senate is sufficiently informed already 
in relation to this great scheme and measure to 
frame a bill themselves; and they can do it with 
certainly more economy of time, and with a greater 
certainty of having a bill which will please not 
only Congress, but the country, than by referring 
it to any select committee. I therefore trust that 
the friends of this measure, in voting upon it, 
will regard this vote as a test vote whether we are 
to have a Pacific railroad bill passed this winter 
or not. 

Mr. RICE. Iam satisfied, from the discussion 
which took place the other day, and also from the | 
few remarks that have been made to-day upon | 
the subject now before the Senate, that those rep- 
resenting in this body the interests of the center 
and of the North were not in any manner what- 
ever consutted. The northern route was entirely 
ignored; and it appears, from what has fallen 
from both the Senators from Missouri, that the 
mnll, as brought from the House of Representa- 
tives, was unsatisfactory to them. Ido not know | 
that those interested in the southern route have | 
spoken. fam satisfied that there is a question 
now before the Senate—one great question to 
which the eyes of the entire community are di- | 
rected—so much more important than this that it 
is hardly proper for us to consider this at present. 
Such being my honest conviction, Iam compelled 
to move the indefinite postponement of the entire 
subject. I now make the motion. 

Mr. BAKER. I second the motion. 
the question tested in that way. 


Mr. WILKINSON. Mr. President, I do not 


I want 
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' 
think the better way to deal with the subject, as | 
important amendments have been presented here, || 
is to commit the bill. We cannot, on the mere | 
impulse of the moment, look through all the | 
details. We ought to have a committee to take 
all these propositions and make such provisioas, || 
after due deliberation, as are found to be neces- || 
sary to insure the faithful execution of this work, || 
and the security of the people when it shall be || 
made. I have never known much progress to be || 
made in a bill merely by presenting it here, and || 
having amendments proposed to it. The result || 
proves that we debate all day on a proposition || 
that I do not believe three men in the Senate would } 


| vote against, as we did the last time we had this | 


| $100,000,000, shall be submitted to and approved 


| debate, when a man scarcely hears what is said. 
| Ineverknewa bill of such importance as this pass | 


| tee toreportina week. I wantnodelay. [think | 


want to be understood as an opponent of this || 


measure. I believe that I am as strong and firm 
a friend of a Pacific railroad as any man upon this | 
floor—the Senator from California or anybody 
else. But, sir, | want a bill which, when it passes 
this body, conferring so huge a monopoly as this 
upon any company, shall be so framed that it will | 


be just and equal to all sections of the country; I |) 


want itso guarded as to protect the rights and 
interests of the people of this country. If we are 
to vote away a marvelous amount of money and 
a marvelous amount of land to a corporation for 
the construction of this great work, it should be 
done with care and with deliberation; and I do 
not at all agree or assent to the argument which 
is urged here for pushing this measure through | 
without any deliberation. I hope, therefore, that 
it will be referred to a committee, with instruc- 
tions to report in two days, if the Senate please | 


| from Rhode Island does not meet what we say | 
| about it. 


|| it is going on, there will be a project for a bill, | 


| this bill. 


so to instruct them; but Lam in favor of imme- || 


diate action, and I made this motion for the rea- | 


son that I supposed it would lead to immediate || 


action on this bill, and be the safest and surest 
way to procure harmonious action in this regard. 
For that reason | hope thatthe motion of my col- 
league will not prevail, but that this bill will be 
referred in good faith, for the purpose of procur- | 


ing immediate action upon it, } 
Mr. LATHAM. LI inquire which motion has | 
rece dence ? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fosrer | 


in the chair.) The motion for indefinite postpone- |) 


ment, 
Mr. LATHAM. I call for the yeas and nays | 
on that. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
_ Mr. SIMMONS. I hope this bill will not be in- 
definitely postponed. We have had a railroad bill | 
of some kind before the Senate now for three or 


four years; and I think the Senate understand the || 
* . . . ai 
question much better than when it was originally || 


broughthere. [thought it wasa matter of demon- | 
stration, the last time this bill was up, that the 
amendment of the Senator from North Carolina, 
requiring the several acts of incorporation io be 
examined and approved by Congress before the 
money was given, was a proper amendment. I | 


. . | 
| sooner than we could by going on with debate | 


billup. Ido not believe there are three men in | 
the Senate who would vote against the proposi- 
tion of the Senator from North Carolina, fat the || 


various charters for the corporations under which || one. 


this road is to be built, and which are to have || 


by Congress before the securities are handed over, | 
and yet we debated it all day. Now, I think 
proper guards and restrictions and provisions in 
an important bill of this kind should be looked | 
into and provided for when people are quiet and | 
can read over things and spell out things and put | 
proper provisions in the bill, and not here, in open 


through Congress without a reference to a com- | 
mittee. 


I have thought it advisable to make a road to || 


the Pacific ever since we undertook to settle the 
Territory of Oregon. I was on a committee of 
this body that reported in favor of it fifteen years | 
ago. Then, however, we were not able to build | 
it. Now we have become more able. I want to 
see a bill drafted by a committee embracing the | 
propositions that they approve; and it can be so | 
digested that we can get a vote upon it much | 
herein the Senate. I would instruct the commit- | 
it is necessary to have such areport. If they | 
report this bill back with two or three trifling 
amendments, it will be very soon disposed of; 
and if they can think of other amendments that | 


GLOBE. 
| ately, with as much discussion as miay be d 


|| shall ultimately pass the Senate, they 


|| by the Government of the United States. 
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there shall be a decided vote against that Motion 
and in favor of the bill, I ask, in common justice 
to the greatest measure that ever was before this 
Senate, that we shall go along calmly, deliber. 





C- 


sired, in the face of the whole Senate, and meet 
the direct proposition, by way of amendment 
either affirmatively or negatively, and end the 
whole matter; and, sir, I ask that it may be endal 
in such time that, if there be amendments which 

; may be 
passed in such way and at such a season that 
they may go to the lower House with some chan. 
of passage there. 

Mr. HARLAN. Mr. President, I think the 
objection which has been suggested to the bill as 
a reason for its reference to a select committer 
by the Senator from Rhode Island, is not q valid 

By reading the proviso, on the 7th pase 
it will be seen that the irifters of this bill have 
attempted to provide against the very objection 
that he has suggested. I ask that the Secretar 
read that proviso, commencing on the forty-ninth 
line of the 7th page. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 


** Provided, That said corporation or corporations shia!) 
have fifty mile sections of a railroad and telegraph line com 
pleted as hercin mentioned, and such State or territoria) 
laws procured and first mortgage executed as shall, in the 
opinion of the Attorney General of the United States, render 
the mortgage lien herein contemplated a legal security (0; 
the bonds advanced before lands or bonds shall be conyeyod 
And the corpo 
ration or corporations undertaking the service herein pro 
vided shall agree to have five hundred miies of their road 
and telegraph line completed within six years after the 
passage of this act.” 


Mr. HARLAN. 


read. 


ice 


ave 


That is all I wish to have 
It will be seen here that the Government 


|| is not to advance a dollar of money nor an acre 


of land until,in the opinion of the Attorney Gen- 
eral, the Government will be perfectly safe in doing 
so; he having examined thecharters granted by the 
States and Territories through which the road is 
proposed to be located; and also having exam- 
ined all the facts, in a legal point of view, con- 
nected with the subject, so as to enable him to 
form the opinion that it will be perfectly safe to 
make this advance. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I understand that the mo- 





| 
ought to be put in it, it had better be matured in 
committee than in the whole Senate. | 

Mr. BAKER. Mr? President, the Senator | 


He says that there has been a project | 
for a bill ever since Oregon was settled; and I 
apprehend that if it goes on at the rate at which | 


and that only, here, until Oregon is depopulated. | 
We tell him that sad experience shows that send- 


Mr. SIMMONS. I should like to know what 
authority the gentleman has for saying that send- 


tion now is for the indefinite postponement of the 
bill—a motion seconded by the Senator from Ore- 
gon. 

Mr. BAKER. I want to bring it up; but I 
want to vote against the indefinite postponement. 

Mr SIMMONS. I thought it singular that 
you should second a motion that you were going 
to vote against. 

Mr. BAKER. I thank the gentleman for put- 
ting me right if I was wrong; but I thought 1 
very clear what [ meant. 

Mr. SIMMONS. My friend from Iowa reads 
the provision in regard to finishing fifty miles of 





ing the bill to a committee kills it. 

Mr. BAKER. The authority is the history of | 
Fifteen years since, according to his | 
own statement, we ought to have had some kind | 
of a bill. We have got none yet. The gentle- | 
man from California says truly, that there have | 
been, I believe, six special committees, and there | 
is no bill passed yet. Now, I submit, as I did | 
the other day—and I hate to delay the Senate by 


| 
| 
ing it to a special committee kills it. 
| 


|| talking about it—I submit to all our friends, if | 
they really are our friends, to follow the lead || 


of those who have the matter most at heart, a | 
little. The Senator from North Carolina presents 
very plausible objections. Why? He wantsto 
kill the whole bill. The Senator from Mipnesota 
is particularly anxious about the state of the 
Union; and he is so anxious about the state of 
the Union that he will take no measure in the 
world to preserve it. Why? Because the routes 
here do pot suit him, and he wants to kill this 
bill; and I am sorry to say the same thing of my 
friend, his colleague. 

Mr. WILKINSON. Do I understand the Sen- 
ator to say that I want to kill this bill? 

Mr. BAKER. I understand that my friend is 
so devoted to his own route that he is putting all 
the obstacles he can in the way of this bill, until 
his route is included in it. 
say. 


nesota, to postpone the bill indefinitely. If it be 
the pleasure of the Senate to kill the bill, let it be 
done, and let it perish in the face of day; but if 


That is all I mean to | 
I only ask that there may be a direct vote | 
taken upon the motion of the Senator from Min- | 


railroad as a suitable provision on which to pred- 
icate an outlay of $96,000,000 and about as many 
acres of land. I was in favor of the suggestion 
made by the Senator from North Carolina. He 
may be opposed to this road. I do not know 
but that he is in favor of it. All the arguments 
that people can make will not make me believe 
that lam against it. I have been uniformly !n 
favor of it for fifteen years, and mean to vote for 
it; but I mean to make it as perfect as [ can be- 
fore | do vote. I dare say many people can make 
it out that lam opposed to the road that I am 
in favor of. I shall not undertake to answer the't 
arguments; but the fact will remain as it 18, No 
matter how many speeches are made to the con- 
trary. 

I shall be in favor of this bill, if there are proper 
and decent provisions to secure the public. ¢ 
have heard many arguments made against facts; 
but they never weigh much with me. I want 
somé provision in this bill to show where thes 
corporations derive their authority, and from 
whom, and whether it is legitimate. I esdegr 
see, myself, how yor are going to get ft 
incorporation in the Indian country. It may 
| perhaps, that the Indians can give one; 
|| seems to me a singular place to get on 
what authority they can cut through an cae 
farm, without some power from the Unit d States, 
Ido not see. I have endeavored to understan’ 
this subject as well as I could. I wanted, in the 
room of the bill, two or three years ago, 7 aw 
| stitute a proposition to have all the routes actually 


but it 
» By 
Indian 
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surveyed, and have United States surveyors do 
jt. I thought then we had not sufficient informa- | 
tion to enable us to decide where to build these 
roads; but that was laid on the table by the par- | 
ticular friends of the measure, and somehow or 
other it never got up; but it was not by any op- 
position on this side that it was not got up. 

Mr. GWIN. It was passed in the Senate, but 
killed in the House. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I do not know where it went 
to. I voted for it. Now, the Senator from Ore- 
zon says that committees have destroyed this bill. 
The committees always have reported the bills; | 
and if they have been destroyed, it has been in 
open session, and not by any committee. ‘There 
never has been a committee that did not try to 
make a good railroad bill, that ever I knew. You | 
cannot foree your bill, that you make in the Sen- |} 
ate, through the House. 

| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr. BAKER. Will the Senator allow me? 

Mr. SIMMONS. Certainly. 

Mr. BAKER. I did not mean to be under- 
stood, most certainly, that the committee would 
kill the bill, but sending it to the committee. I 
mean that the time kills it. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I said, when I favored this 
method, that | was willing to instruct the Com- 
mittee to report in one week. Ido not want them 
to have more time than that. In my deliberate 
judgment, it is the quickest way, and a great sav- 
ing of time, to send this bill to a committee. I] 

Mr. LAN... The motion now, I believe, is to 
postpone indefinitely all bills upon the subject of 
a railroad to the Pacific. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is 
to postpone indefinitely the bill under considera- 
tion. 

Mr. LANE. Well, sir, I am in favor of a 
Pacific railroad, and have been for the last ten 
years; and [ would be glad if a bill to make such 
a road had passed before. But, Mr. President, 
this billis not such a bill as, in my judgment, ever | 
ought to passany deliberative body. It is as near | 
a bill of abominations as any ever drawy up by 
the skill of man, as Llook atit. There is nota 
redeeming clause in the whole bill, if I read it cor- 
rectly. It has been offered here as a peace meas- | 
ure, and urged as necessary to give peace to the | 
country. Now, sir, if peace prevailed in the coun- 
try, if good will existed between the sections, the 
passage of such a measure as this would greatly 
disturb it, unless I be mistaken; and it would be | 
very near cause of breaking up the Union itself; | 
and yet it is offered as a peace measure. The 
Senator from New York, [Mr. Sewarp,] if I rec- 
ollect aright, in making his speech the other day, 
urging the passage of this bill, said it was a great 
peace measure, necessary to restore harmony in 
the country. Violate the rights of the States; 
refuse them equality; trample upon the Constitu- 
tion; disregard the decision of the Supreme Court, 
and do every other thing to the injury and op- 
pression of nearly half the States of this Union, 
and then come forward and say: ‘* We will buy 
you off; your, principles are not worth much; 
$36,000,000 will compromise the whole thing; and 
your principles may go.”’ Is that the way to talk 
toa people who believe they have been injured? 
Is that the kind of measure that can restore peace 
inthe country? Is the passing of a bill that is 
more objectionable than any one ever introduced 
into either branch of Congress—a measure that is 
to be a reward for all the injuries perpetrated 
upon independent and sovereign States of this 
Union—is that the mode of making peace, that 
gentlemen propose here? If so, I will say to my 
honorable friend that he has made a mistake; that 
he had better retrace his steps; he had better say: 

The irrepressible conflict that he desired to in- 
augurate shall be suppressed; shall be stopped 
now.”” He had better say: ‘* The idea of put- 
lng slavery in course of ultimate extinction shall 
be abandoned.’ And he had better say to the 
South: “ We will let you alone in the enjoyment 

of your rights; the States of this Union are equal, 
and have equal rights under the Constitution in 
the common territory of the country; and every 
man of every State has a right to go there with 

i's property and have it protected.’’ If he will 

oall this, and do it in earnest, and get his north- 
*frn friends to go with him, they may say, as they 

‘ave itin their power to do, “* We were just trif- || 

‘ig with you; we never had any intention to in- || 
erlere with your rights; we know that you have |! 


soeatlleeanees 





| sentatives. 
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the same right in the common territory that we | 


| have; we know that all the principles and views 
of the Republican party are wrong; we resorted 
to them for the sake of power; and now that we 
have succeeded in electing our man, we are will- 


ing to say to you, to the country, and to the 


| world, that justice shall prevail.”’ Then peace 


can be restored without undertaking to purchase | 


it with $36,000,000. 


Mr. President, this is not the time to discuss the 
Ido not regard | 


principles of this Government. 
this Governmentas a great consolidated Govern- 
ment—a national Governmentin which State lines 
are not known or State sovereignty is not regarded. 


| The other day, when the Senator from Oregon 


{Mr. Baker] was on the floor, he took occasion | 


to speak of this Government as a great consolli- 


| dated Governmentin which States were not known 


as such, or the sovereignty of States not con- 
sidered entitling them to rights, if I understood 
him aright; but [ have not read his speech. The 


idea was, that the States had no rights secured to | 


them; that it was a great Government in itself, 
without reference to States or State sovereignty. 
Now, sir, I took occasion to look over the Con- 
stitution a little afterwards, and I found in the 
nineteen articles of the Constitution, including the 
amendments, that States are specially mentioned 
over thirty times; that State sovereignty is recog- 
nized over that many times; that States are refer- 
red to; and I think any man, who has examined 
the question, will say that it is a Government of 
States, a confederation of States, a voluntary as- 
sociation of States; and as the Senator from Ohio 


| (Mr. Pveéu] so handsomely said: the Atlas upon 


which this Union rests, is the sovereignty of these 
States. i 
Therefore, it 
is a voluntary association of States, each of them 
having equal rightsin the Union. Respect them 
as such; regard them as such; maintain that per- 


|| fect equality; maintain justice, and deal fairly by 


every man of every State of the Union; recognize 
every State alike,and peace can be restored with- 


| out the passage of this bill. It is hardly the time 
| to pass such a measure. 


I did not intend to say anything about the ques- 
tion of government, or of the equality of States; 
but in connection with the remarks made by the 
Senator from New York, I have incidentally al- 
luded to it. But, sir, this bill is pressed at a mo- 


ment when every man knows that this country 


This Government isan agent created by | 
| them, by their voluntary consent, 


is breaking up; when it is being dissolved; when | 


States, exercising the rights that they believe they 


| have, are repealing their ordinances adopting the 


Federal Constitution, and taking upon themselves 
the privilege of resuming the powers they con- 
ferred on the General Government. These are 
rights and powers that they believe they have, 
whether it is so or not. Can youexpect at such 
atime to restore peace by passing this bill? I 
think not. If the country was in a peaceful con- 
dition; if the Union was to-day safe; if it was not 
manifest that it is breaking up—in the very act of 
being broken up—I would vote for any well guard- 
ed Pacific railroad bill. Iam in favor of a Pacific 
railroad. Ihave always been in favor of a Pacific 
railroad. 1 would rather have a route, | must say, 
that would accommodate the lake States, that 
would run over a better portion of country, and 
reach the Pacific coast where the soil is much bet- 
ter than where this one will reach it; or if we are 
to have two roads, I should be glad to see athird 
one added. Butthis is notthe time to make them; 
and it is not the time to pledge the credit of the 
States of this Union; aed it is not the time to in- 
volve them in promises—promises that they will 
certainly never regard, and ought not to regard. 
You force upon them this bill, and will take noth- 
ing but it—a House bill—and my good friend 
from California, my neighbor, whom I would go 
as far to serve as any man on earth, urges this 
bill as the very bill; and we are told that we must 
pass it because it has passed the House of Repre- 
That is the worst recommendation 
in the world tome. [Laughter.] The fact that it 
did pass, and in the manner it did pass there, is the 
very reason that [ wou!'d look at it closely before 
voting for it. 
1 am for a Pacific railroad. I want San Fran- 
cisco accommodated; but I want Oregon accom- 


modated, also; and then, when you have struck | 
the Pacific, after running through the best, and, | 


indeed, the only good valleys on that coast, the 
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best agricultural portion of the country, ina direct 
line, to Portland, near the Columbia river, and to 
Puget Sound, you can cross to China, which is the 
near route and the only way to make a speedy trip. 
_ The bill does notanswer the purpose at all. i 
is not the kind of bill that I think ought to pass. 
I do not like to vote for its indefinite postpone- 
ment, but this bill 1 think ought to be indefinitely 
»ostponed, and especially at this time. Ido not 
ike the bill. Itisa bad one. Whren the yeas 
and nays shall be called, though I am a Pacific 
man, and am so by nature, I shall so vote. Tlike 
every portion of this country alike. My attach- 


| ment is as strong for one section as the other. 
| My desire through life has been and shall be, to 


deal justly, fairly, and honestly by every portion 


| of this Confederacy; and I will say to the Senator 


from New Hampshire, or any other Senator from 


‘a northern State, that if any constitutional right 


should be refused his State, no living man would 


| rush sooner than myself, to the restération, or 


| line as a Senator can live. 


maintenance of his night. I live north—further 
north than any man in the Senate save onc—al- 
most up to 54° 40’, or at any rate, as near to that 
I have no partiality; 
I have no local feeling, thank God. This is all 
my country; I know but it, and the Constitution 
under which we live; and that Constitution shall 
be maintained in letter and spirit, in its purity and 


integrity, and justice shall be done to every inch 


of American soil, to every State under that Con- 
stitution, whether north or south, so far as my 
voice and my vote willgo. Though this any 


| is about breaking up, and, as I believe, this rai 


| if they must go, depart in peace. 


road bill cannot save it, or restore peace, ner pre- 
vent the action of the States that Delieve it thelr 
duty to go out, I desire it understood by all par- 
ties, from every portion of the country, that that 
dissolution, if it takes place, ought to be a peace- 
fulone. If we will not deal fairly by our south- 
ern friends; if we will not allow their States the 
rights they have under the Constitution, if we will 
not do justice by them; for God’s sake let them, 
Let us have no 
war. No man ought to propose the use of force, 
or bring about collision in this country. He who 
does it is a bad man, and will involve the country 
in great trouble, when it could be saved from such 
a calamity by wise judgment and prudentaction. 

Mr. President, I am for peace. I want it un- 
derstood that I would be very slow to draw a saber 
ora sword against an American citizen. If he 
lives in Maine, he is my brother; if he lives in 


| New Hampshire, he is my fellow-citizen; and the 


' the southern States their rights. 


same in every other State, he is my countryman. 
He has the rights that I have; and in the main- 
tenance of those rights, | would deal by him in 
every way that was lawful, peaceable, and proper; 
but, sir, because I live north, I would not retuse 
No, sir; I would 
secure to them their rights; and I would never 
second the doctrine, nor advocate the idea that 
we will hold them for our use, for our benefit; 
that we will not grant them justice or equality, 
nor will we let them go; but we will hold them 
that we may profit by the revenues collected from 
them; hoidthem,and make them work as vassals 
for us. 1 do not desire wealth in any such way. 
I do not desire the success of my portion of the 


| country by any such unfair means. I want them 


to be allowed their equality, their rights, the right 
of going to the Territories (for this is the ques- 
tion,) with their property, and there having pro- 
tection—every man of every State with every 
description of property, slave property, or any 
other property. Upon these principles I intend 
to stand; aed if they fall, | intend to go down 
withthem. Nothing on earth could drive me one 


‘inch, to the right or left, from a full, honest, 


straight-forward discharge of my duty to my 
country under that Constitution that I have sworn 
to support. 

This is a bad time to pass a railroad bill. It is 
not a peace measure. It will not give confidence 
to that portion of the country that you would rob 
of their rights, and then talk of paying for them 
in this way. You cannot do it, First do right 
by them, and then pass the railroad bill. The Sen- 
ator from Minnesota, who made the motion to 
postpone this bill, is, 1 know, as anxious fora 
Pacific railroad as any man on this floor. He is 


, the friend of a Pacific railroad, and has always 


labored for it; but he believes, as I do—and I am 


| glad that he took the responsibility of making the 
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motion, foritisa ye one to make at this time, | 
vill indefinitely—that this bill | 


to postpone the 


ought not to passasitis. Weshall not have léng 
to wait unul Congress will meet again; and if the 


States can all meet here, if any just arrangement | 


can be made by which they can all come here 
upon terms of equality, then it will be time to take 
up and consider and pass a railroad bill. 

I do not know what the credit of the United 
States is to-day; but itis, perhaps, thirty per cent. 
under par, and that, too, when only one State has 
gone off. 


Whiat will it be when more go? Soon, | 


igen. it will not be fifty cents on the dollar. | 


‘et, by the passage of this bill, which must not 
be touched—this holy bill, this sacred bill, that 
was sent to us from the House of Representatives 
under the force of the previous question, without 
opportunity to discuss or ial it—by this bill 
the faith of the Government is to be pledged for 
$96,000,Q00, and many million acres of the public 
lands. Yes, sir; and those States to whom you 
refuse equality, you will peers hold shall pay 
their proportion of it, anc 


|| June, 1862; also communicating to the House a 


|| before the House the eighth annual report of the 
Superintendentof the Public Printing; which was || 


| 
| 


|} laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


will sell the lands, per- || 


haps, at thirty cents on the dollar; for whose ben- || 


ent? 


Not to make a railroad, but for the benefit | 


of corporators—fifty-three gentlemen mentioned | 
in the bill—on whom you confer all this power | 


and these rights forever. You cannot amend or 
alter this bill; but you are to grant these rights to 
these gentlemen forever. 
money and do what they please with this work; 


They are to take this | 


make fortunes out of it, and put them in their | 


vocket. 
Gin. I will vote for postponing it. On reflection I 
have come to the conclusion that that is the best 
thing I cando. I shall vote for the motion to 
postpone the bill indefinitely, believing that the 
most proper thing to do to get rid of it now. 


We aro required to vote for such a bill. | 


Mr. RICE. As the Senate is not full, lam not 
anxious to press the vote at this time; I therefore | 


move that the Senate adjourn. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate | 


adjourned. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, January 9, 1861. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. ‘Tnomas H. Stockton. 

The Journal of Monday last was read and 
ap yroved,. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland, being a member of 
the committee of thirty-three, and therefore enti- 
tled to vote upon all questions coming before the 
House, recorded his vote in favor of the resolu- 
tion offered by Mr. Aprain, on Monday last, in 
reference to Major Anderson. 


NAVAL ARMAMENT. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 


before the House a communication from the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, transmitting, in compliance 
with a resolution of the House of 3d of January, 
1861, a report of the superintendent of ordnance 
of the Washington navy-yard on rifled cannon, 
and the armament of ships-of-war; which was 
laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 


TELEGRAPHIC SIGNALS. 


Mr. MORSE. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the House to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
communicate to this House any papers, or other informa- 
tion in his possession, in relation to Coston’s telegraphic 
night-signals. 

No objection was made to the reception of the 
resolution. 

Mr. COX. I move to amend the resolution by 
adding to it the following: 

And that the Secretary of the Navy be requested to ad 
vise the House what, if any, experiments he has made in 
the matter of governors for marine steam engines ; what, 
if any such, governor he would recommend tor the use of 
the Navy; and what expense, in his opinion, would be 
saved to the Government by the use of the governor upon 
any steamship and propellers. 

Mr. MORSE. I do not think that the gentle- 
man’s amendment is of the same ‘nature as my 
resolution. Mine is a mere call for information 
upon the subject of night-signals now in use in 
the Navy, and covers a large amount of inform- 
ation which is necessary, and will be quite inter- 
esting. 

Mr. COX. My amendment has the same ob- 
ject. I hope the gentleman will accept it. 

Mr. MORSE. I accept the amendment. 





week. 


it ought to be done as soon as possible. 


| souri will not insist on his objection. The House 


|| tee has not yet reported. Therefore, I have asked 
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The resolution, as modified by the addition of 
Mr. Cox’s proposition, was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by A. J. GLossprenner, his 
private Secretary, informing the House that he 
did, upon the 5th instant, approve and sign an act 
(H. R. No. 436) for the relief of Mrs. Eliza A. 
Merchant, widow of the late First Lieutenantand 
Brevet Captain Charles G. Merchant, of the Uni- 
ted States Army; and a bill (H. R..No. 862 
making appropriation for the support of the Mil- 
itary Academy for the year ending the 30th of 


message in writing. 








| it will meet the eyes of members, and have 
| same effect as if it were read now. 


| tition be printed. 


| then? 





_ THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid | 





POSTPONEMENT OF TERRITORIAL BUSINESS. 
Mr. GROW. This day was set apart for ter- 


ritorial business. I ask that that business be post- 


poned until Tuesday and Wednesday of next 


Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I must object to 
the postponement of territorial business, unless 
there is some reason for it. The gentleman has 
given none. The session is fast passing away, 
and if anything is to be done for the Territories, 
[ know 
of no reason for postponing the territorial busi- 
ness, unless it be to wait for the report of the 
special committee of thirty-three. I have, upon 
several occasions, asked if that committee in- 
tended to make any report; and ifso, when; butI 
have got no information.- I have lost all hope of 
any adjustment taking place; and I am therefore 
opposed to referring anything more to that com- 
mittee, 


Mr. GROW. I hope the gentleman from Mis- 


set apart two days for territorial business. That 
order was postponed, because the House had re- 
ferred a part of the business of the Territorial 
Committee to a special committee. That commit- 


that this business may be postponed. Formy own 
part, I think thatthe best way to settle this whole | 
question is to organize territorial governments 





| over all the territory that the Government owns. 


That will end all legislation about it. I am dis- 
posed, however, to extend to the special commit- 
tee that courtesy which is due from one commit- 
tee to another. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I would inquire of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania whether that 
special committee is likely to make a report? If 
so, 1 will withdraw my objection. I have not 
heard from any member of the committee as to 
the progress of the business. I do not think it 
right to have business postponed, unless there be 
some prospect of a report. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
gentleman from Missouri to Withdraw his objec- 
tion. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I renew the objection, if it is 
withdrawn in deference to the special committee. 


the territorial business, I will make no objection. 
Mr. GROW. I move to postpone the terri- 
torial business, and to set apart Tuesday and 
Wednesday of next week for it. 
The motion was agreed to. 


STATE OF THE UNION. 
Mr. STRATTON. Iask leave to present a 


petition, signed by citizens of Princeton, in the 
State of New Jersey, touching the present con- 
dition of national affairs. Itis numerously signed, 
and at the head of the list appears the name of 
the venerable president of the College of New 
Jersey. As this memorial contains some practical 
suggestions, I ask unanimous consent that it may 
be read. Itis very short. 

Mr. SHERMAN. lL object to its being read; 
for if we read all the petitions presented, business 
cannot be properly attended to. Let it be referred. 

The SPEAKER. It will be referred to the 
committee of thirty-three. 

Mr. BURNETT. I object to the reference of 
anything to the committee of thirty-three. 
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Mr. MAYNARD. I suppose that this Netiainn 
will be published in the report in the Globe, where 


the 


Mr.STRATTON. Then I move that the pe- 


printed, 
petition 


Mr. BURNETT. I object to its being 
A Memper. What becomes: of the 


The SPEAKER. It is not considered as beino 
before the House. 8 
Mr. McCLERNAND. What has been dono 
with the President’s message ? . 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will have jt read 


| to the House immediately. 


Mr. CURTIS. Lask that the petition presented 


_ by the gentleman from New Jersey be referred 


to the committee of thirty-three. I raise the point 
of order in regard to the objection of the gentle. 
man from Kentucky, that an objection does not 
defeat its reference. If the gentleman prefers jt 
reference to another committee, he may make 
that motion. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Iowa 


| will recollect that the reception of the petition was 


objected to. It cannot be received except by 
unanimous consent. 


Mr. GROW. It can be filed under the rules, 
NATIONAL ARMS AND PROPERTY, 


Mr. STANTON. A week ago the Committee 
on Military Affairs was instructed to make certain 


| inquiries, with leave to report at any time. | 


| now report from that committee a letter from the 


| Secretary of War, accompanied by a statement 


as to the distribution of arms during the past year 
to the States, the arms sold, and the condition of 
| the arsenalsand other public property in the port 
| of Charleston. There area good deal of rumors, 
and speculations, and misapprehension as to the 
true state of facts in regard to this matter. The 
committee has instructed me to report to the 
House, and to ask that the statement be printed 





If there be any other good reason for postponing 


' and recommitted to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 


lt was so ordered. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing message from the President of the United 
States: 

To the Senate and 

P House of Representatatives: 

At the opening of your present session I called 
your attention to the dangers which threatened the 
existence of the Union. I expressed my opinion 
freely concerning the original causes of those dan- 
gers, and recommended such measures as | be- 
lieved would have the effect of tranquilizing the 
country and saving it from the peril in which it 
had been needlessly and most unfortunately 1n- 
volved. Those opinions and recommendations | 
do not propose now to repeat. My own convic- 
tions upon the whole subject remain unchanged. 

The fact that a great calamity was impending 
over the nation was even at that time acknow!- 
| edged by every intelligent citizen. It had already 
| made itself felt throughout the length and breadth 
| of the land. The necessary consequences of the 

alarm thus produced were most deplorable. The 
| imports fell off with a rapidity never known v¢- 
| fore, except in time of war, in the history of our 
foreign commerce; the Treasury was unexpect- 
edly left without the means which it had reason- 


rare- 


ably counted upon to meet the public eng 
ments; trade was paralyzed; manufactures were 
stopped; the best public securities suddenly sunk 
in the market; every species of property depre- 
ciated more or less; and thousands of poor me! 
who depended upon their daily labor for their 
daily bread, were turned out of employment. 

I deeply regret that I am not able to give _ 
any information upon the state of the Union which 
is more satisfactory than’what I was then oblig* 


On the contrary, matters are 
were. 


to communicate. 
still worse at present than they then 


When Congress met, a strong hope pervaded - 
adjust- 


whole public mind that some amicable 
nade by 


ment of the subject would speedily be » 
the representatives of the States and of tl 


: i , . n- 
le, which might restore peace between tlie co 
it ; i That hope has 


flicting sections of the country. o 


been diminished by every hour of delays. 
as the prospect of a bloodless settlement face 
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away, the public distress becomes more and more 
areravated. As evidence of this, it is only neces- 
cary tosay that the Treasury notes, authorized 





by the act of 17th of December last, were adver- | 
ed according to the law, and that no respons- | 


ible bidder offered to take any considerable sum 


t par ata lower rate of interest than twelve per || 


cent. From these facts it appears that, in a Gov- 
ernment organized like ours, domestic strife, or 
even a well-grounded fear of civil hostilities, is 
more destructive to our public and private inter- 
ests than the most formidable foreign war. 


In my annual message, I expressed the con- | 


viction, Which ] have long deliberately held, and 
which recent reflection has only tended to deepen 
and confirm, that no State has a right, by itsown 


act, to secede from the Union, or throw off its | 


Federal obligations at pleasure. [also declared 
my opinion to be, that even if that right existed, 


and should be exercised by any State of the Con- | 
federacy, the executive department of this Gov- || 
ernment had no authority, under the Constitu- || 


tion, to recognize its validity by acknowledging 
the independence of such State. This left me no 
alternative, as the chief executive officer under 
the Constitution of the United States, but to col- 
lect the public revenues, and to protect the public 
property, so far as this might be practicable un- 
der existing laws. This is still my purpose. My 
province Is toexecute, and not to make, the laws. 
lt belongs to Congress, exclusively, to repeal, to 
modify, or to enlarge their provisions, to meet 


exigencies as they may occur. I possess no dis- || 


pensing power. 

1 certainly had no right to make aggressive war 
upon any State; and | am perfectly satisfied that 
the Constitution has wisely withheld that power 
even from Congress. 
to use military force defensively against those 
who resist the Federal officers in the execution of 
their legal functions, and against those who assail 
the property of the Federal Government, is clear 
and undeniable. 

But the dangerous and hostile attitude of the 
States towards each other has already far trans- 
cended and cast in the shade the ordinary execu- 
tive duties already provided for by law, and has 
assumed such vast and alarming proportions as 
to place the subject entirely above and beyond 
executive control. ‘The fact cannot be disguised 


that we are in the midst ofa great revolution. In | 
all its various bearings, therefore, | commend the | 


question to Congress, as the only human tribunal, 
under Providence, possessing the power to meet 
the existing emergency. ‘T’o them exclusively 
belongs the power to declare war, or to authorize 


the employment of military force in all cases con- | 


templated by the Constitution; and they alone 
possess the power to remove grievances which 
might lead to war, and to secure peace and union 
to this distracted country. On them, and on them 
alone, rests the responsibility. 


The Union is a sacred trust, left by our revo- | 


inuonary fathers to their descendants; and never 
did any other people inherit so rich a legacy. It 
has rendered us prosperous in peace and triumph- 
antin war. The national flag has floated in glory 
over every sea. Under its shadow American cit- 
wens have found protection and respect in all 
lands beneath the sun. If we descend to consid- 


erations of purely material interest, when, in the || 


listory of all tinie, has a confederacy been bound 
together by such strong ties of mutual interest? 
Lach portion of it is dependent on all, and all 
pon each portion, for prosperity and domestic 
security, Free trade throughout the whole sup- 
pies the wants of one portion from the produc- 
ions of another, and seatters wealth everywhere. 
The great planting and farming States require the 


ad of the commercial and navigating States, to | 


send their productions to domestic and foreign 
markets, and to furnish the naval power to render 


= trausportation secure against all hostile at- 
lacks, 


Should the Union perish “in the midst of the | 


present excitement, we have already had a sad 
foretaste of the universal suffering which would 
result from its destruction. The calamity would 


’ Severe in every portion of the Union, and | 


would be quite as great, to say the least, in the 
itiern as in the northern States. The greatest 


‘gravation of the evil, and that which would |) 
Pace ‘us in the most unfavorable light both before |; 
‘te world and posterity, is, as I am firmly con- || 





| stitutional means. 


| into insignificance. 
|| palliations. 


But the right and the duty | 


| South. 








vinced, that the secession movement has been 


| chiefly based upon a misapprehensionat the South 


of the sentiments of the majority in several of the 
northern States. Let the question be transferred 
from political assemblies to the ballot-box, and 
the people themselves would speedily redress the 
serious grievances which the South have suffered. 
But, in Heaven’s name, let the trial be made be- 
fore we plunge into armed conflict upon the mere 
assumptuon that there is no other alternative. 
Time is a great conservative power. Let us pause 
at this momentous point, and afford the people, 
both north and south, an opportunity for reflec- 
tion. Would that South Carolina had been con- 
vineed of this truth before her precipitate action ! 
I therefore appeal through you to the people of 
the country to declare in their might that the 
Union must and shall be preserved by all con- 
I most earnestly recommend 
that you devote yourselves, exclusively, to the 

uestion how this can be accomplished in peace. 

ll other questions, when compared to this, sink 
The present is no time for 
Action, prompt action, is required. 
A delay in Congress to prescribe or to recommend 
a distinct and practical proposition for concilia- 
tion, may drive us to a point from which it will 
be almost impossible to recede. 

A common ground on which conciliation and 
harmony can be produced, is surely not unattain- 
able. ‘The proposition to compromise by letting 
the North have exclusive control of the territory 
above a certain line,and to give southern institu- 
tions protection below that line, ought to receive 
universal approbation. - In itself, indeed, it may 


| not be entirely satisfactory; but when the alter- 
| native is between areasonable concession on both 

sides and a destruction of the Union, it is an im- | 
| pucation upon the patriotism of Congress to assert 


that its members will hesitate for a moment. 
Even now the danger is upon us. In several 


of the States which have not yetseceded, the forts, || 


arsenals,and magazines of the United States, have 
been seized. This is by far the most serious step 
which has been taken since the commencement of 
the troubles. This public property has long been 
left without garrisons and troops for its protec- 


| tion; because no person doubted its security under 


the flag of the country in any State of the Union. 
3esides, our small Army has scarcely been suffi- 


| client to guard our remote frontiers against Indian 


incursions. ‘The seizure of this property, from 


| all appearances, has been purely aggressive, and 


not in resistance to any attempt to coerce a State 
or States to remain in the Union. 

At the beginning of these unhappy troubles, I 
determined thatno act of mine should increase 


| the excitement in either section of the country. If | 
| the political conflict were to end in a civil war, it 
| was my determined purpose not to commence it, 
| nor even to furnish an excuse for it by any act 
| of this Government. 


My opinion remains un- 
changed, that justice, as well as sound policy, re- 
quires us still to seek a peaceful solution of the 
questions at issue between the North and the 


even from sending reinforcements to Major An- 


| derson, who commanded the forts in Charleston | 
| harbor, until an absolute necessity for doing so 


should make itself apparent, lest it might unjustly 


be regarded as a menace of military coercion, and | 


thus furnish, if not a provocation, at least a pre- 
text for an outbreak on the part of South Caro- 


| lina. No necessity for these reinforcements 


seemed toexist. I was assured by distinguished 
and upright gentlemen of South Carolina, that 
no attack upon Major Anderson was intended; 


but that, on the contrary, it was the desire of the | 
| State authorities, as much as it was my own, to 


avoid the fatal consequences which must eventu- 
ally follow a military collision. 
And here I deem it proper to submit, for your 


information, copiés of a communication dated || 
28th December, 1860, addressed to me by R. W. | 
Zarnwell, J. H. Adams, and James L. Orr, *‘ com- || 


missioners’”’ from South Carolina, with the ac- 


companying documents; and copies of my answer 


thereto, dated 3lst December. 


In further explanation of Major Anderson’s 


removal from Fort Moultrie to Fort Sumter, it 
is proper to state that after my answer to the 
South Carolina ** commissioners,’’ the War De- 


partment received a letter from that gallant offi- | 


Entertaining this conviction, I refrained | 





after this movement, from which the following is 


; an eXtract: 


** T will add, as my opinion, that many things convinced 
me that the nuthorities of the State designed to proceed to 
a hostile act.’’ 


Evidently referring to the orders, dated Decem- 
ber 11, of the late Secretary of War. 

“ Under this impression, | could not hesitate that jt was 
my solemn duty to move my command from a fart wuiich 
we could not probably have held longer ian forty-eight or 


sixty hours, to this one, where my power of resistance is 
increased to a very great degree.’ 


It will be recollected that the concluding part 
of these orders was in the following terms: 

“The smallness of your force will not permit you, per 
haps, to oecupy more than one of the three forts; but an 
attack on or attempt to take possession of either one of them 
will be regarded as an act of hostility, and you may then put 
your command into either of them which you may deem 
most proper to increase its power of resistance. You are 
also authorized to take similar defensive steps whenever 
you have tangible evidence of a design to proceed to a hos 
tile act.”? 

It said that serious apprehensions are, to some 
extent, entertained, in which I do not siare, that 
the peace of this District may be disturbed before 
the 4th of March next. In any event, it will be 
my duty to preserve it, and this duty shall be 
performed. 

In conclusion, it may be permitted to me to re- 
mark, that I have often warned my countrymen 
of the dangers which now surround us. This 
may be the Jast time I shail refer to the subject 
officially. 1 feel that my duty has been faithfully, 
though it may be imperfectly, performed; and, 
whatever the result may be, | shall carry to _ 
grave the consciousness that I at least meant well 
for my country. 





JAMES BUCHANAN. 
Wasuinerton Ciry, January 8, 1861. 


Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. I offer the fol- 
lowing resolution; and on it I demand the pre- 
vious question: 


Resolved, That the message be referred toa special com- 
mittee of five members of this House, and that they be in 
structed to report on the same as early as possible ; and 
that said committee make immediate inquiry, and report: 
1. Whether any executive officer of the United States has 
been or is now treating or holding communication with any 
person or persons concerning the surrender of any torts, 
| fortresses, or public property of the United States, and 
| Whether any demand for such surrender has been made, 
when and by whom, and what answer has been given. 2 
| Whether any officer of this Government has at any time 
| entered into any pledge, agreement, or understanding, with 
| any person or persons, not to send reinforcements to the 
forts of the United States in the harbor of Charleston, and 
the particulars of such agreemeut, pledge, or understand 
| ing; when, where, and with whom it was meade, and on 
what consideration. 3, What demand for reinforcements 
of the said forts has been made, and for what reason such 
reinforcements have not been furnished. 4. Where the 
ships of the United States are now stationed, with what 
commands, and with what orders. 5. Whether the cus 
tom-house, post office, arsenal, and other public buildings 
of the United States at Charleston have been seized and 
are held in possession by any person or persons, and the 
particulars of such seizure and possession. 6. Whether 
any revenue cutter of the United States has been seized 
and is now held in possession by any person or persons, 
and the particulars thereof; and whether any efforts have 
been made by the head of the Treasury’ Department to re- 
capture or recover possession of said vessel. That the com- 
inittee have power to send for persons and papers, to take 
testimony, and report from time to time, as tacts material 
to the national safety and national honor may be disclosed 
by the evidence. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I rise to a question 
of order. Is that resolution in order? 

Mr. JONES. [ object to its admission. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is decidedly of 
opinion that the resolution is inorder. The gen- 
tleman from Michigan hasa right to make a mo- 
tion to commit, with instructions; and on that he 
demands the previous question. Theonly ques- 
tion before the House now is, shall the previous 
question be seconded ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I rise to a point of order in 








| counection with the instructions proposed to be 
given to the select committee. These instructions, 
in one particular, vary the rules of the House, 
and therefore cannot be adopted without a two- 
thirds vote. I allude to that portion of the instruc- 
' tions which authorizes the committee to reportat 
any time. That changes the rules of the House, 
and I therefore make the point of order about it. 
The SPEAKER. Let that part of the resolu- 
tion be again read, that we may see how the factis. 
Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. The language 

of the resolution isto ** report from ume to un ; 


Mr. HOUSTON. Exactly. Thatamountsto 


cer, dated on the 27th December, 1860, the day || the same thing 
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The portion of the resolution referred to was | 


again read. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 


the point of order is not well taken. The reso- 
lution merely provides that the committee may 
report from time to time, under the rules af the 
House. It gives no special power on the sub- 
ect. . 

Mr. HOUSTON. My point of order is this: 
that when acommittee, either a standing or select 
committee, makes a report on any subject, the 
committee 1s discharged from that subject, and 
can make no other report upon it at all. If that 
were not the rule of the House now, that part of 
the resolution would be unimportant and unne- 
cessary. The fact that a committee can make 
but one report, under the rules of the House, on 


one subject, makes necessary the instructions | 


which the gentleman now seeks to have agreed 
to, giving the committee authority to report more 
frequently than once. I present that point to the 
Chair, because | am satisfied that the Chair mis- 
conceives the point which | presented. 1 believe 
that the Cham will rule that, unless there be 


authority given to the committee now proposed | 
to be raised when it reports once, it will be dis- | 


charged. ‘That is the universal law applied to 
spe cial committees. If a committee reports once, 
and is discharged, then it has no further power 
or duty in the premises 


Now, sir, I object to those instructions because | 


the resolution embodying them proposes a change | 


of the rules of this House, by allowing this spe- 
cial committee to report at any time. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, 
the practice, since | have been a member of this 
House, has been, in regard to the reception of 
reports from committees, if 1 recollect aright, to 
receive reports in part. Such certainly was the 
case in respect to the sper ial committee on Kan- 
sas affairs. As | remember, it has been the prac- 
tice to receive reports from special committees in 

art. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Not unless such authority 
to do so was specially conferred upon the com- 
mittee, 


Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. 


As the gentle- 


man from Alabama has stated, when a special | 


commitiee reports in full,itis discharged from the 


further consideration of the matter referred to it. | 


But, sir, to relieve the resolution from all embar- 
rassment, | will modify itby striking out the words 
** from time to time.”’ 


The resolution was accordingly modified, so as 


to make that portion read: 


That the committee have power to send for persons and | 


take testimony. 

Mr. CRAWFORD, (addressing the Chair from 
the Republican side of the House.) Mr. Speaker, 
I desire, in order that we may justly understand 


each other, upon the one side and the other of this | 


There is no oc- 
We have passed beyond 





House [Cries of ** Order !’"} 
casion for excitement. 
that point. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Nobody is excited. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Ido not say that anybody 
is excited. 

Mr. HOUSTON. There is certainly no ex- 
citement on this side of the House. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. 
this was no time for excitement. Men, sir, should 
keep cool, and understand clearly the line which 
they are resolved respectively to follow. I desire 
therefore, toask the gentleman from Michigan 

Mr. HOLMAN. I rise to a point of order. 
Under the rules, every gentleman must address 
the Chair from his own place in the House. The 
gentleman from Georgia is not addressing the 





I have merely stated that | 


Chair from his place, and is therefore out of order. | 


Such Mr. Speaker, is my pointof order. |Laugh- 


ter. 

ir. BURNETT. And the same point of order 
applies to the gentleman from Indiana, for he is 
not in his place. [Laughter. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Lam willing to face the 
enemy in any position. 


Mr. McCLERNAND. The previous —— 
t 


has been demanded on the adoption of 
lution. It is the only thing now in order, and I 
object to everything else. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. 
Indiana insists on his point of order, 1 will go to 
my ordinary seatin the Hall, and address the 
Chair from it. 


ie reso- | 


If the gentleman from | 


| ortunity | will submit a substitute for the reso- 
I Il ask || corded, 





Mr. HOLMAN. I withdraw my point of || 


Mr. GARNETT. I rise to what I consider to 
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order. ] 


be a privileged question. 

The.SPEAKER. The only question before 
the House in order is the second to the demand 
for the previous question. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Iam sure that the gen- 
tleman from Michigan will be perfectly willing to | 
allow me to move a substitute for his resolution. | 
Let it be read from the Clerk’sdesk. If there be 
no objection, then let the vote be taken between 
itand the pending resolution. (Cries of ‘*Ob- 
ject !"” 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. I decline to 
withdraw the call for the previous question. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I insist that the 
gentleman from Georgia shall address the Speaker 
from his seat, and not walk up and down the aisle 
and all over the House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Geor- 
gia, and all other members of the House not in 
their seats, will resume them. The Chair recog- 
nizes the gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. HOLMAN. [understand that the gen- 
tleman from Georgia has submitted a substitute 
for the resolution offered by the gentleman from | 
Michigan. I have another proposition which I | 
desire to get in, and I move to amend the amend- | 
ment by substituting it for the resolution of the 
gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. Mine is the 
only resolution pending on which the call for the | 
previous question has been demanded. I again 
decline to withdraw the demand for the previous 
question to let any amendment to my resolution 
come in. 1 do not object to anything being read 
by unanimous consent; but I decline to withdraw 
the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. HOUSTON. lL object to the reading of | 
anything not regularly before the House, and | 
upon which we are not called to vote. 

The SPEAKER. Then the only question be- | 
fore the House is on seconding the call for the 
previous question. 

Mr. GARNETT. LIrise, sir,to submit what I 
believe is a privileged motion. I move that the 
communication from the President of the United 





| States, which has just been read, be referred to | 


| this Hall by t 
| we may understand one another. Perhaps if there 


| for united action. 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. I believe, under the rules, that that mo- 
tion will take precedence of the motion to refer 
to a special committee. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
voint of order implied by the gentleman’s remark. 
Inder the rules, the motion to refer to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the ‘Union | 

cannot be entertained pending the demand for the | 
previous question. 

Mr. REAGAN. lIask the indulgence of the 
House for a moment. I appeal to the gentleman | 
from Michigan not at once to demand the pre- 
vious ques" on on his resolution. He knows as 
well as any ‘he present condition of the country. 
There nas as yet been no public expression in 

ie members of the House so that | 





were some such expression we could find a basis 
trust that he will see it to be 
his duty not to insiston his demand forthe previous 
question for the present. Let us have an expres- 
sion of members in regard to the message. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan. I decline to 
withdraw the call for the previous question. 

Mr. LEAKE. Let the resolution be again read, 
and then let us vote on it. 

Mr. JONES. I have an amendment which I 
think the gentleman from Michigan will acceptif 
he will hear it read. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I hope we will go on in order. 
Again and again the gentleman from Michigan 
has declined to withdraw the call for the previous | 
question. , 

The call for the previous question was seconded ; 
and the main question ordered. 

Mr. BURNETT. I demand the yeas and nays | 
on the adoption of the resolution. | 





The yeas and nays were ordered. 
At the request of Mr. COX, the resolution was | 
again read. 

















that my proposition may be read. The House 
will then judge whether it is best to vote down the 
pending resolution in order to receive and 
mine. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I object. 

The question was taken; and it was decided 
the affirmative—yeas 133, nays 62; as follows. 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Aq 
rain, Aldrich, Allen, Alley, William C. Anderson, Achjoy. 
Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, | ? 
Bristow, Buffinton, Burch, Burlingame, Burnham. | 
field, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Clemens, Coburn, Job, 
Cochrane, Colfax, Covode, Cox, Curtis, Jobn G. Davie. 
Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards. Eliot, 


adopt 


in 


Tiggs 


, 
Hitter 


Ely, Etheridge, Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Pouke 
Frank, French, Gilmer, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale Hall 
Hamilton, Haskin, Helmick, Hickman, Hoard. Holman’ 
William Howard, William A. Howard, Humphrey, Hutch’ 
ins, Iryine, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kelloos 
Kenyon, Kilgore, Larrabee, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee. Leven 
Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Maclay, Marston, MeCler. 
nand, McKean, McKnight, McPherson, Millward, Mont. 
gomery, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse 
Nelson, Nixon, Noell, Olin, Palmer, Perry, Pettit, : 


Stee: Porter 
Pottle, Edwin R. Reynolds, John H. Reynolds, Rice ; 


; Riggs, 


| Christopher Robinson, James C. Robinson, Royce, Seran, 


ton, Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner 
Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, Stokes, Stratton, Tan. 
pan, Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Van 
dever, Wade, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburn, B\jiny 
B. Washburne, Webster, Wells, Wilson, Windom, Wood 
and Woodruff—133. F 

NAYS—Messrs. Thomas L. Anderson, Avery, Barks 
dale, Barret, Bocock, Boteler, Bouligny, Branch, Browy 
Burnett, John B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, Crawford, De Jar. 
nette, Dimmick, Edmundson, English, Florence, Garnett, 
Gartrell, Hardeman, John T. Harris, Hatton, Hawkins. 
Hil, Houston, Hughes, Jones, Kunkel, Landrum, James 
M. Leach, Leake, Love, Mallory, Charles D. Martin, E)- 
bert S. Martin, Maynard, McKenty, McRae, Millson, Laban 
T. Moore, Sydenham Moore, Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, 
Phelps, Pryor, Quarles, Reagan, Rust, Sickles, Simms, 
William Smith, William N. H. Smith, Taylor, Vallandig 
ham, Vance, Whiteley, Winslow, Woodson, and Wrigit 


So the resolution was adopted. 


During the vote, 

Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, stated that 
Mr. Crark B. Cocurane was paired with Mr. 
Stewart, of Maryland; and that the pair also 
embraced the vote of Monday laston Mr. Apraiy’s 
resolution, 

Mr. BRANCH stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Rurrin, was confined to his room by illness. 

Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, the President of 
the United States, in the message before us, sug- 
gests, what everybody knows, that we are in the 
midst of a great revolution. He invites the atten- 
tion of Congress to an adjustment of the matters 
in dispute, and to the adoption of some meas- 
ure by which the horrors of a civil war may be 
averted. He points us to the fact that the public 
creditis prostrate and almostaltogether destroyed. 
He recommends that we shall direct our attention 
to devise some remedy to restore the fraternal rela- 
tions which ought to exist between the States of 
this Confederacy; and his recommendation is en- 
titled to the highest respect of the American peo- 
ple. But, sir, we have here a motion to refer the 
message to a select committee, with instructions 
to indict somebody. Iam unwilling to vote for 
any such motion. To a resolution proposing such 
inquiry, t would not object; but I oppose this res- 
olution. It proposes no means of reaching the 
existing exigency in public affairs. It is not pro- 
posed that this committee shall present a plan to 
restore quiet to the country or avert civil war. 
The instructions are not responsive to the mes- 
sage. I vote ‘‘no.”’ 

Mr. FLORENCE. If the resolution suggested 
a remedy for the difficulties which environ us, I 
would feel obliged to vote for it; but, as it does 
no such thing, and may lead to evil results, I vote 
against it. ' 

Mr. HILL. I ask that the resolution be again 
read. I just came in after it was read. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the resolution. | 

Mr. HILL. I see that the resolution ts notin 
the pacific line to which I belong; and I shall vote 
against it. I vote ‘* no.” 

Mr. MOORE, of Alabama, stated that his col- 
league, Mr. Srarecworrn, was confined to his 
room by sickness. ; 

Mr. MARTIN, of Virginia. Looking, as I do, 
upon this resolution to refer the message to the 
committee of five, as an additional firebrand ” 
that of the gentleman from New Jersey, the other 


Mr. CRAWFORD. With the permission of | day, east into a building already on fire, as ac- 


the House, | now give notice that if 1 get an op- 


ution of the gentleman from Michigan. 


| knowledged by all, I vote ** no. 


9 


The result was then announced as above ' 
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Mr. HOWARD, of Michigan, moved to recon- | 
sider the vote last taken; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to, 
DISTRICT COURT AT CAIRO, ILLINOIS. 


Mr. LOGAN. I desire now to call up a motion, 
entered some days ago, in reference to bill No. 
488, providing for holding a term of the district 
court of the United States at Cairo, in the south- 
con district of Illinois. The motion is to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was recommitted 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I ask the gentleman from 
Illinois to give way to me for a moment, to pre- 
sent aresolution. It will detain the House buta | 
moment. 

Mr. LOGAN. If I could be sure of obtaining | 
the floor again, I should not object. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman yields, he 
can havt the floor again. 

Mr. LOGAN. Very well. 

COMMITTEE OF TUIRTY-TUREE. 

Mr. MAYNARD asked unanimous consent to 
introduce the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the committee of one member from each 
State, appointed under resolution of December 4, 1860, 
have leave to report immediately, or as soon as they may 


be ready to do so, with permission to any of said committez 
to present minority reports, if they desire. | 


Mr. BURNETT. I desire to make an inquiry 
of the gentleman from Tennessee. I wish to 
know whether he understands that there is any 
probability that that committee will ever make a | 
report £ 

Mr. MAYNARD. I know that they cannot | 
now, under the rules, make a report, until all the 
standing committees have been first called. 

Mr. BURNETT. I move to amend that reso- | 
lution by discharging that special committee. | 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 object to the resolution. | 

Mr. BURNETT. It is my opinion that that | 
committee never will make any report. The com- | 
mittee is already broken up. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- | 
tucky will observe that the resolution is not yet | 
before the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then I object to its being | 
received. 

Mr. HINDMAN. Inorder toascertain whether 
this committee of thirty-three is doing anything, | 
or whether it has failed entirely to operate, as is 
said to be the case, I call upon the chairman of | 
that committee to state whether the committee | 
has agreed upon any report; when it met last; | 
what number of members attended its meeting; | 
and other particulars, which may be calculated 
to shed some light upon the probable result of the 
action of that committee? 

Mr. MAYNARD. [have not yielded the floor. 
lam nota member of that committee, and profess 
to have no knowledge of its proceedings; but I 
do know that, under the rules, they cannot report 
until all the committees are called, and the special | 
committee is reached in the ordinary way. It is 
important that they should have leave to report | 
theiraction or non-action. The committee ought 
not to be kept in abeyance. 
the result of their labors. 

Mr. BURNETT. I have been just informed 
by the gentleman from Arkansas, a member of | 
that committee, that there is not the remotest prob- 
ability of that committee agreeing. That being 


large number of the members from the southern | 
States having withdrawn from it, I appeal to the | 
gentleman from Tennessee, whether it is politic | 
and wise to continue the committee, and tod confer 
upon it a power to report at any time, and that 
too, when there is not the remotest probability 
that they ever will make a report. 
Mr.MAYNARD. Thecountry ought toknow 
whether they can or cannot make a report. 


THE © 


his motion for the present, and unul the bill shail 
be here. 

Mr. LOGAN, 
during the day. ; 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will consider the 
gentleman as having a claim to the floor. 

CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 


I move that the rules be 


| suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, to take up bill No. 895, making appro- 
priations for certain civil expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1862. 
sefore that motion is put, I move to make that 
bill a special order in committee. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I desire to ask the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
whether it is his purpose to allow no general 
debate upon any appropriation bills? 

Mr. SHERMAN. have, on two occasions, 


I will do so if I can get the floor | 


proposed to allow debate upon appropriation bills, | 
and in both cases both sides of the House com- | 
| bined to vote down the proposition. _@ am per- 


fectly willing to do so whenever the House ex- 
presses such adesire. But my impression is that 
we better not have any general debate until after 
we get through our appropriation bills, and then 
there will be time for debate. 

Mr. BOCOCK. After the appropriation bills 
are disposed of, what will there be upon which 
general debate will be in order? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think that if we pass the 


appropriation bills this week, next week, or the | 


week after, general debate may be had upon the 


|| reportof the committee of thirty-three, or upon the 
I desire to get the appro- 
| 


President’s message. 
priation bills out of the way. 
Mr. CRAWFORD. 
gentleman propose to take up the Army bill? 
Mr. SHERMAN. I shall move to take up the 
Navy bill to-day or to-morrow, and the Army 


| bill immediately after that is disposed of, 


Mr. CRAWFORD. I understand, then, that 
the gentleman from Ohio intends, during the pres- 
ent week, to dispose of the Navy and the Army 
appropriation bills. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I propose to dispose of them 
as rapidly as I can; but the House can control its 
own movements. 


At what time does the | 


Mr. CRAWFORD. The gentleman under- | 


stands very well that, having the power to deny 
debate, by calling the previous question upon any 
proposition he may make, he can carry the bills 
through this week; and I desire to understand 


| whether or not we shall have an opportunity to 


debate the Army and Navy bills. We want debate 


upon one or the other of those bills; and I would 


| like to have them left open for general debate. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


As a matter of course we | 


| can debate the details of these bills as we go along; | 


and I think we ought to pass these appropriation 


| bills before we enter upon general debate. 


| dition now, as, itseems to me, to require that some || 


We ought to know || 


The SPEAKER. Objection being made to the || 


reception of the resolution, the matter is not be- 
fore the House. | 


DISTRICT COURT IN ILLINOIS. 
Mr. LOGAN. [now call up my motion to re- | 
consider the vote by which House bill No. 488 
was recommitted to the Committee on the Judi- 
clary, 
The SPEAKER. It appears that the bill is not 


how on hand, for some reason or other; and the 


hair would suggest to the gentleman to withdraw |, 


Mr. REAGAN, 


The country isin such a con- 


expression of opinion should be made by the 


members of this House; andI hope the chairman | 


of the Committee of Ways and Means will leave 
the naval appropriation bill open for general de- 
bate, at least for a short time. Some of us may 
be called away, and we may desire to make some 
suggestions before we leave. It seems to me that 


‘ i |, the country requires that we should not smother 
the case, and the committee being broken up, a | 


all general debate. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I want to call the 
attention of the Committee of Ways and Means 
to a point connected with the motion he has made 
to restrict debate. 

Mr. CURTIS. I object to debate. 

The SPEAKER. There can be no debate upon 
the question if objection is made. 

Mr. CLARK, of Missouri. I ask the gentle- 


man to withdraw the motion he has made. The 





country looks to the action of this House; and we | 
| ought to give the country a chance to know what 


is going on here. 

The motion of Mr. SHerman, to make the bill 
a special order, was agreed to. 

The question recurred on Mr. SHerman’s mo- 
tion, that the House resolve itself into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Unicn; 
and being put, it was agreed to. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the | 


ONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| (Mr. Burwert in the chair,) and proceeded to the 


consideration of the special order, being a bill 
(Hi. R. No. 895) making appropriations for sun- 
dry civil expenses of the Government for the 
year ending the 30th of June, 1862. 

The bill, at the rr quest of Mr. PHELPS, was 
read in extenso. 

The Clerk then proceeded to read it by clauses, 
for amendment. ; 

Mr. ELLIOT. I move toamend the first clause 
of the bill by striking out * $100,000," and in- 
serting ‘* $250,000" in lieu thereof; so as to make 
it read: 

Survey of the coast.—For continuing the survey of the 


Atlantic and Gulf coast of the United States, (including 


} compensation of civilians engaged in the work, and ex 


cluding pay and emoluments of officers of the Army and 
Navy, and petty officers and men of the Navy, employed on 
the work,) $250,000. 

Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that there are 
three amendments to this bill which the commit- 
tee ought to adopt. The first of them I have just 
offered. I have done if because of a communica- 
tion which I have received from the Superintend- 
ent of the Coast Survey, in which he says that 
the estimates made by the Department for this 
service have been so much reduced by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means in this bill, that the 
operations of his department will be very seri- 
ously interfered with. I find, by an examination 


| of the estimates of the Department, that there are 


nine sections of the coast embraced in the first 
clause of the bill now under consideration. The 
appropriations asked for are: for the northern 
part of the coast, $76,000; and for the southern 
about one hundred and seventy-four thousand 
dollars. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I desire to ask the gentie- 
man from Massachusetts if he has any idea what 


| will be the expense of the coast Seereys includ- 


| asked for. 


ing all the expenditures already incurred since the 
commencement of the work, down to its comple- 
tion, so far as any completion was ever contem- 
lated ? 

Mr. ELIOT. I cannot answer that question. 

Mr. MAYNARD. Will it not be more than 
it would cost to pay for the entire amount of the 
soil of the country, at the rates at which it is now 


| held im the market? 


Mr. ELIOT. 


The gentleman from Tennessee 


| has the same means of information upon the sub- 
ject as I have. 


I cannot reply to that question. 
I was going on to say that $290,000 is asked for; 
$70,000 for the northern coast, and $176,000 for 
the southern coast. A detailed estimate is given, 
showing how this money is to be expended and 
where. 

I think, Mr. Chairman, that so long as we have 
officers of this Government whose duty it is to 
furnish to the Department detailed estimates, we 
ought not to withhold the appropriations asked 
for, unless there is some good reason for with- 
holding them. 

My objectis not so much to have a debate upon 
this question as to call upon the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means to say whether 
there is, in his judgment, a good reason, and what 
that reason is, for withholding the appropriation 

If we are to prosecute this work at 
all, we ought to provide the means sufficient, in 
the judgment of the Department who have this 
matter in charge, to prosecute it successfully and 
properly. 1 desire to ask the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means whether there is 
any reason, and if so, what that reason is, for 


| reducing the estimate from $250,000 to $100,000, 


and whether, in the judgment of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, the sum of $100,000 would 
enable the Coast Survey to continue successfully 
the work upon which they are now engaged along 


| the northern, and especially along the middle and 


southern, Atlantic coast ? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I supposed the gentleman 
from Massachusetts knew very well that there 
was a necessity for decreasing the expenditures 
of the Government. The Committee of Ways and 
Means did not know what to strike at better than 
this Coast Survey. We hadto choose between a 
reduction of the cost of this survey and its entire 
suspension. I think that in this period of financial 
and political disturbance we had better suspend the 
operations ofthis CoastSurvey. The Commitiee of 
Waysand Means were not, however, prepared for 


| that radical change, and they agreed to allow one 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, || half of what was asked for, to continue the work 
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where most needed. The amount estimated by 
the Superintendent of the Coast Survey for the 








survey of the Atlantic and Gulf coast was $250,000. | 


That would enable him to carry on his operations 
upon the same basis that he has done during the 
present fiscal year. Butit is very easy to dimin- 
ish the force employed one half, and carry on the 
survey only at parucular localities where it has 
not heretofere been carried forward. The Super- 
intendent might expend $120,000 judiciously; and 
he ought to be confined to that sum. I can give 
no other reason for the action of the Committee 
of Ways and Means. The matter was fully con- 
sidered, and this reduction was deemed a matter 
of absolute necessity. 


Mr. ELIOT. I do not understand that the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means have reported the 
amount which the chairman has indicated. The 
sum reported is $120,000. The amount estimated 


for by the Department is $250,000. WhatI wantto | 


know is, whether the work now in operation upon 
these nine sections of the coast can be done for 
the amount appropriated in the bill. 

Mr. SHERMAN. My friend from Massa- 
chusetts will see that the third item of the bill is 
an appropriation of $20,000 for the survey of the 
Florida reefs, which makes up the sum of $120,000 
for the Atlantic and Gulf coasts. 

Mr. ELIOT. It seems to me that one of two 
policies ought to be pursued—either to stop the 
work or continue it in such a way as that the force 
nuw employed can be successfully continued. It 
seems to me that this is not the time to discon- 
tinue appropriations for this purpose. It seems 
to me eminently important thatthe survey of the 
coast should be continued, and that this work, so 
admirably and thoroughly performed upon one 
ro of our coast, should be continued on others. 


hope my amendment will meet with the favor of 


the committee. 

Mr. QUARLES. Iam opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Exsot,] and [ would ask him if, in his judgment, 
the Treasury of the country is in a condition to 
justify an increase of the appropriations for this 
year upon the last. I see from the estimates that 
the appropriation last year for this purpose was 
$250,000; and if the amendment of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts should prevail, it would be 
this year $290,000, and that at a time when it is 
knowy that we are paying tweive per cent. for 
money to meet the ordinary current expenses of 
the Government. Seventeen years ago we appro- 
priated $100,000 for this very same purpose; and 
annually, from that time, a similar appropriation 
has been made, and the appropriation has in- 
creased in amount. Where ts this thing to stop? 


Is the survey of our coast never to terminate? | 


In the estimate covered by this appropriation 
there is provision made for the survey of the coast 
of Rhode Island and Massachusetts. Is this to 
become one of the permanent appropriations of 
the Government? It was not orginally so in- 
tended. Isit proper? I think that, so far from 
adopting the amendment of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, we should strike out the entire 
appropriation, and suspend this branch of the 
public service until the condition of the country 
will justify its being taken up and carried on to 
completion. 

I have no data on which to estimate the amount 
already appropriated for this very Coast Survey. 


dut, 1 find that, so long as seventeen years ggo, 


there was only $100,000 appropriated for it; and 
I venture the assertion that the expense has been 
increased instead of diminished every year since 
then; while, of course, the extent of coast to be 
surveyed has been regularly diminishing. If 
$100,000 was enough seventeen years ago, when 
there was no part of the coast surveyed, I want 
to know why can the department not manage to 
do with that amount now? Have we as much 
coast to survey now as we had seventeen years 
ago? Have we made no progress in the survey? 
Why ts it that this amount will not do us now, 
when it was enough for us seventeen years ago? 
If tl had time to examine, I could perhaps furnish 
to the committee something as to the amount 
expended. As intimated by my colleague, [Mr. 
Maynarp,] | venture to say thatif this thing goes 
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on, the survey of the water line will cost more than 
the whole territory of the United States. I think 
that thts amendment should not be adopted by the 
conimmittee 


| produce to every market of the world. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. Ido not wish to 
detain the committee any length of time in pre- 
senting any Views on the question which this 





| 


| 


amendment proposes; but I think that the whole | 


question which the appropriation bill presents at 


this point, is one of significant importance, and 
one which should receive the calm deliberation | 
of the committee, so that they may specifically | 


vote with intelligence and judgment upon it. It 
has been alleged, sir, inferentially, that this great 
project is unwise, and, as a Government project, 
useless to the country. I infer that that is the 


judgment of gentlemen who have addressed the 


committee thus far, in opposition to the scheme, 


from the fact that it is stated that probably the | 


expenses of this survey, when it shall have been 
completed, will be equal to the value of the whole 
land of the United States, atits present valuation. 


Well, sir, and what if it be so? I presume that, | 


when completed, the influence of that survey will, 
in fact, duplicate the present value of all the land 
of the United States. The value of that land de- 


pends not only on its capacity for production, but | 
on the vue of that produce in the markets of the | 
world; and it is intended, by this improvement, | 


to afford facilities for the transportation of that 
j Would 
the gentlemen who oppose this appropriation take 
a deliberate position here, before this committee, 
and before the world, that the United States of 


America shall be commercially isolated? That it | 


shall be, by an embargo in the law of the land, 
prevented from transporting its produce to the 
commercial markets of the world? Why, sir, 


such a proposition would be absurd—would be | 


legislatively preposterous—and a gentleman who 
would make it would be at one pronounced a 
maniac or madman. And yet, in its ultimatum 
and extremity, foolish and absurd as would be 
that proposition, it is equally applicable in a pro- 
portionate degree to the proposition that the ex- 
pensiveness of this Coast Survey is an obstacle to 
its further progress. 

Sir, it is effectually wise, it is a mark of en- 
larged legislation, that the country should embark 
in projects of this kind. It is not only the safety 
of the land, but it is the safety of the approach to 
the land, which communicates value and imparts 
character to the country. Were we buta weather- 
beaten rock, to be approached by shoals, that rock 


| would be valueless in the eye of all nations. It 


would be unapproachable. Were we acultivated 
parcel of property, with a salubrious climate, in- 
viting emigration to all parts of the world, and 


were yet inaccessible by reason of dangerous | 


navigation, equally valueless would be our soil, 


| equally inefficient would be our geographical posi- 


, town, and hamlet in this broad land. 


tion, 
acter, in order to give to ourselves a position in 





It is essential, sir,in order to impart char- | 


the estimation of the civilized commercial world, | 


and in order to enhanceAhe value of our soil and 
its products, that we should, by increased facilities, 
remove the danger of access to our coasts, so that 
we can safely transport produce to our shores, 
and from our shores all over the world wherever 
want is felt and want is to be supplied. 
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| very wide difference between surveying the ¢ 


| York has made a very sensible argument 


| our coasts surveyed. 
|| surveyed long ago. 
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= 
every Jocal part of the land, whether disjected 9 
retained in their orbits around the confede : 
center. Every part will equally feel hereafter the 
benefits of this work. ‘Therefore it is, sir, tha: if 
the capacity of the national exchequer is fo be djs. 
tended to its ulumate limits, it should be in order 
that the requisition of the head of this denar. 
ment may be fulfilled and complied with, For 
such considerations as these, which might hy, 
magnified and dilated upon to any extent hore 
this day, I shall cast my vote for the amendmen: 
offered by the gentleman from Massachusetts _ 

Mr. MAYNARD. In my opinion there jg 


rate 


is a 
‘aa 
and the CoastSurvey. The gentleman from N > 
» as he 
always does when he undertakes to talk sejsp 
{laughter,] on the-importance of surveying the 
coast, and of giving to the country and to the 
commercial world charts of the topography and 
hydrography of ourshores. I suppose there can 
be no two opinions on that subject. But the 
Coast Survey is another and a very different 
thing. It is a sort of mythical establishment 
which has in some way attached itself to this 
great Government. It 1s suggested that it is q 
sort of barnacle which has fastened itself on the 
operations of the Government; and which, under 
pretense of surveying the coasts, amuses itself at 
almost any and all kinds of occupation; concern- 
ing itself with making celestial observations; con- 
cerning itself in the operations of observatories as 
far in the interior as the city of Albany, and | 
know not in what else besides. I am for having 

They ought to have been 
I verily believe, and I have 


| no hesitation in asserting, thatif the money which 


has been already expended for this purpose had 


| been judiciously and prudently and economically 
| expended, we could have had every reef on our 


coast surveyed from one ocean to the other. 
I regard this as a great abuse—as one, sir, tha 
ought to be lopped off; and, as has been well 


| suggested by the gentleman from Obio, the chair- 


man of the Committee of Ways and Means, it is 


/a question whether the service ought not to b 


cut off altogether. I might be in favor of that 
policy if it were proposed. At all events, Lam 
now in favor of reducing the Coast Survey service 
within some reasonable, some comprehensible 
dimensions. Let it be so arranged that we may 
understand the extent to which this annual leak 
is to be carried. 

I am unwilling to say, here in my place, what 
I have good evidence of as to the operations of 


| the Coast Survey; but suffice it to say here that 


my reasons are sufficiently cogent to induce me 
to oppose the amendment of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Ex1sot,] and to offer at thi 
proper time the amendment which I now hold in 
my hand. When the pending amendment is dis- 


| posed of, I will send it to the Clerk’s desk; and 


Now, in regard'to this Coast Survey, it has been | 


of great value to this country. 
great value not only to the country at large, but 
to every class occupying its vast area; not only 
to every class, but there is not an individual in 
the land, however humble he may be, who quaffs 


Tt has been of | 


his water, or partakes of his food, or is clothed | 
with apparel, who has not felt, and who does not | 
continue to feel, the advantage of this great im- | 


provement. 
rian accomplishment. Every shoal pointed out is 
for the benefit of human life, as well as for the ad- 
vantage of human acquisition. Itcannot be con- 
cealed, thatif we take the view of this subject which 


this Coast Survey should be not only maintained, 
but that it should be increased. It is felt not only 
along our Atlantic shore, and the Gulf shore, and 
the Pacific shore, but it is felt along the shores of 
every river in the interior, and in every city, 
There is 
not an acre of ground, wherever it may be, all 
over the surface of the country, that has not felt 


the beneficial influence of this survey, and will | 
it is the broad, generous, | 


not continue to feel it. 


Every rock removed is a humanita- | 


when it is read I think it will commend itself to 


| the approval of the committee. 


Mr. STANTON. The district which I have 
the honor to represent upon this floor has no 
particular interest in the Coast Survey of the Uni- 
ted States; but, sir, I do not myself believe we 
ought to suspend necessary pad. proper appro- 
priations for carrying on its operations on ace ount 
of a temporary derangement in the finances of the 
Government. If it be urged, as a good reason 
for not making this appropriation, that the Gov- 
ernment has now te pay a heavy percentage for 
money, would it not apply, as an equally good 
reason, to all other appropriations. ‘This Coast 
Survey service is pursued upon a line of policy 
long ago adopted, and which has been adhered 
to fora series of years. The arrangements and 


1] estimates of the Coast Survey office have been 
legislators should take itisofgreatim yortance that 
> ’ Sb | 


wise policy of this country that this survey shall | 


be continued. Whatever may be the fate of the 
couniry, the benefits of this survey will be felt in 


adapted to that policy. The expenditures for the 


|| year, provided for in this bill, are predicated upon 


those for preceding years. Gentlemen will see, 
if we adopt the proposition reducing the appro- 


'priation, that great inconvenience must neces 


sarily result, Vessels may have to be discharg' d, 
and various material may be denied which is ¢s- 
sential to the successful prosecution of the work. 
All the appliances, all the necessities of the ser 
vice, have = provided upon the scale of expend- 
iture set out in the estimates of the Coast Survey 
Board. Ifthe policy heretofore pursued be now 
departed from, the consequence may be generat 
derangement and loss, by throwing out of use 


sage a 





to be 
* that 
lam 
rvice 
isible 
} may 


| leak 


what 
ns of 
e that 
ce me 
. from 
at th 
old in 
is dis- 
sand 


self to 


[ have 
as no 
e Uni- 
‘ve we 
appro- 
ecount 


e } 
-o1 the 


reason 
e Gov- 
ace for 





policy 
dhered 
ts and 
e been 
for the 
d upon 
rill see, 
appro- 
neces- 
harg d, 
h is es- 
» work. 
the ser- 
Ke nd- 
Survey 
be now 
general 
‘of use 











in it, and everything connected with it. 

The gentlemen of the Coast Survey service have 
stated that, upon the present rate of expenditures, 
the survey of the Atlantic and the Gulf coast 
would be completed within eight or ten years; and 
Congress, for the past five or six years, have been 


acting on the idea that such a scale of expend- | 


iture ought to be pursued, in order that the work 
may be brought to a close within the period 
fixed. 

I hardly suppose that any gentleman contem- 
plates the permanent suspension of the work. It 


is a work indispensable to the commercial inter- | 


ests of the country; and the commercial interests 
of the country are intimately connected with all 
other interests. An increase of insurances oper- 
ates unfavorably upon the prices of agricultural 
emeren The whole country is interested in 


ringing about a state of things that will insure | 
cheap commerce—that is, cheap transportation, | 


cheap freights, and cheap insurance. 
I do not see anything in the existing condition 


of the Treasury, anything in our présent affairs, 


which calls for this particular reduction of ex- 
penditure. I see no special reason why we should 
not proceed upon the system which has been 
adopted after full discussion and pursued for a 
series of years. At every session of Congress 
since I have been a member this subject has been 
regularly gone over, the same arguments have 
been advanced and met, and the House has uni- 
formly arrived at the same conclusion; and that 
is, to pursue the existing system of expenditure, 
I do not myself see, because there is a temporary 
suspension of imports and exports, and conse- 
quently a temporary reduction of the revenues ot 
the Government—difficulties which in all human 
probability must pass away in a short time—lI 
say I do not see what occasion there is for sus- 
pending this or any other considerable portion 
of it. The Committee of Ways and Meaiis pro- 


pose to reduce the appropriation to one half of 


the usual expenditure. I am opposed to it, be- 
cause it is opposed to what has been and sull is 
the settled policy of the Government. We have 
acted on that policy, as I have already stated, for 
years past. I think that the full appropriation 
is essential to the successful prosecution of the 
work. At all events, I think in the long run it 
will be best to pursue this system of expenditure, 
and bring the work to a speedy close. 

I do not propose to occupy the time of the com- 
mittee unnecessarily. Let the vote be taken. | 
will sustain the amendment of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, because it follows the estimates 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, and is neces- 
sary tu carry on the existing arrangements. 

Mr.STEVENS, of Washington. Mr. Chair- 
man, | propose to occupy the attention of the 
committee only for a few moments. I trust that 
the amendment of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts will receive the sanction of this committee. 
lam somewhat familiar with the operations of 
the Coast Survey, and I am somewhat familiar 
with the rigid economy exercised in the applica- 
tion of the fund to the special object of the appro- 
priation. I venture to say that in no other de- 
partment of the Government has there been equal 
economy, or equal success in the application of 
the public money. I venture to say that in no 
other service, at home or abroad, has there been 
so little diversion to matters purely of an abstract 
character. I will go further, and say that no mar 
can show that there has been the diversion of 
one cent of this money to purposes not essential, 
not indispensable, to the Coast Survey. We are 
engaged in a survey of the coasts of the United 
States,and we have to have celestial observations 
to fix points, and a system of triangulations to 
connect the points which have thus been fixed. 
It is essential to observe the celestial bodies. Itis 
essential to have observatories. Besides reducing 
the expense, the use of the electric telegraph has 
vastly increased the accuracy of results, i wish, 
sir, that a special committee of this House could 
be raised to inquire into the matter; for it would be 
satisfied that the rationale pursued not only does 
credit to the eminent chief of the survey, but in- 
finite credit to the wisdom and the forecast of this 
Government. 


Mr, Chairman, in the accomplishment of this 


great work we have secured results which, in | 
point of economy, are unequaled by any obtained | 


——> 
the persons engaged in it, the material employed | 
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in Europe. The system of economy has been | 
strict; and if I were called upon to point to a | 
bureau in this Government where all the require- | 


ments of faithful public servants, in respect to 
the supervision of the expenditures of the public 
money are completely answered, | would pointto 
the Coast Survey. 

[ have risen, sir, simply to make this brief state- 
ment. As I observed when I rose, I am very fa- 


ese ° : - . * i} 
miliar with the operations of this Coast Survey. 
I know its 


i have followed it for long years. 
progress upon the Atlantic, and upon the Pacific; 
and I would consider it a blow at the commercial 
prosperity of this country—a blow at the wisdom 
and prudence of the Government—if its operations 
were even partially suspended. I trust, therefore, 


that the amendment of the gentleman from Mas- | 


sachusetts, [Mr. Exrot,] will be agreed to. 


Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Chairman, having con- | 


curred in the recommendation of the Committee 


of Ways and Means for the reduction of this ap- | 


propriation, I will now briefly state the reasons 
which led me to that course. Some twelve or fif- 
teen years ago, the expenses of the Coast Survey 
to the Government was from a hundred to a hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars per annum, and no 
more. The estimates submitted tothe House at 
this time by the Secretary of the Treasury for the 
coast survey of all the coasts of the United States, 
together with the incidental expenses connected 
therewith, amounts to the sum of $457,800. The 
Committee of Ways and Means concluded to re- 
duce that amount; and they have reduced the total 
estimates for the Coast Survey to the sum of 
$227,800—a reduction of little more than fifty per 
cent. ~ The Treasury, twelve or fifteen years ago, 
was in a far better condition than itis at this time. 
At that time the credit of the United States was 
good, and its securities commanded par, or a pre- 
mium. At the present time, when your Secretary 
of the Treasury invites proposals for the purchase 


of $5,000,000 of Treasury notes, you havea tender | 


of loans of less than three million dollars, and that 


at a rate of interest ranging from eight to ct 


Six per cent. per annum; and you are able to ob- 
tain the whole sum only at an average interest of 
twelve per cent. 

Under these circumstances, the Committee of 
Ways and Means believed it their duty to curtail 
and reduce the expenses of the Government where 


ever it could be done, and to endeavor to restore | 


the expenditures upon this head to what they 
formerly were. When the Treasury was over- 
flowing; when there was an abundance of money, 
every one felt disposed—at least those favorable 
toa continuation of the Coast Survey and its com- 
pletion—to appropriate as much money as could 
be reasonably expended during the ensuing fiscal 
year; and oftentimes we made appropriations 
ranging from four hundred and fifty to five hun- 
dred thousand dollars. But for the last three 
years the Government has been continually in the 
market borrowing money. At the same time, 
your revenue has diminished, and a majority of 
this House has evinced their determination, by 
giving away the public lands to those who choose 
to settle on them, to strike down the receipts of 
the Treasury during the next fiscal year$3,000,000. 
In other words, you did, by that measure, cut 


off one*twentieth portion of the revenue of the 


Government; for the receipts from the sales of 
the public lands during the next fiscal year are 
estimated at the sum of $3,000,000. 


The receipts from the customs for the last three | 
| or four years have been inadequate to meet the 


ordinary expenses of the Government; and during 
the last two years the debt of the country has 
been increased $50,000,000, and we are still bor- 
rowing money. The Government is very much 
in the condition of an embarrassed merchant. We 
have been shinning along by the issue of Treasury 
notes, because we could do no better. Evenof the 
last $20,000,000 lean proposed to be raised to re- 
deem Treasury notes, you have realized less than 
$8,000,000 of the $10,000,000 advertised; and the 
bidders for the residue have refused to pay the 
balance, preferring to forfeit the one per cent. 


| they paid in on their proposals. 


Such being the condition of the finances of our 
country, [ ask whether it is unwise to reduce thi 
expenditures to what they were during the admin- 
istration of Tyler, or to what they were during 


the administration of Polk, and before our coun- | 


try was engaged in the war with Mexico? But 
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after the close of that war, the revenues increased, 
under the tariff of 1846; and, sone six years ago, 
the inquiry was, what shall we do with the surplus? 
We were raising more revenue than was suffi- 
cient for the ordinary expenses of the Govern- 
ment; and the securities of the Government were 
bought at sixteen per cent, premium. Now they 
are below par. I ask, then, if the committee 
is to be reproached because they bring forward 


| & proposition to reduce the eXpenses of the Gov- 


ernment? I ask if any great distress is to befall 
the country if the Coast Survey be prosecuted 
in a way not quite so magnificent or so expéns- 


| ive“as the last year? I ask if there is to be any 


suffering except to the employés of the Coast 
Survey! And they are the men who, during each 
session of Congress, when we come to act upon 
the appropriation for the continuation of the sur- 
vey, throng the hotels and boarding-houses of 
Washington, and raise a clamor that we are strik- 
ing down the prosecution of a magnificent work. 
There is where all complaint comes from. You 


| would have heard no complaint uttered in this 


Hall if it had not been for the employés in the 
Coast Survey; I do not say the Superintend- 
ent of the Coast Survey, but those connected 
with it. 

There is still a necessity, if this Government 
keeps together, that we go into the market and bor- 
row more money; for the Treasury notes we have 
authorized to be issued will afford an inadequate 
supply for the ordinary and necessary expenses of 
carrying on the Government. We must resort to 
and negotiate the balance of the loan authorized by 
the act of last Congress; and even then, if your 
commerce remains in its present depressing condi- 


tion, we cannot negotiate it except at a ruinous 


rate of interest. ‘The only remedy, then, is this: 
to reduce the expenditures wherever they can be 
properly reduced. In this particular, I think, 
they may well be reduced for the ensuing fiscal 
year. Iam willing to say, if the Treasury was 
full, and there was an abundance of money, I 
should feel no disposition to disturb the « stimates 
of appropriations submitted to us upon this head. 
I may furthermore say that, if peace and quiet 
can be given to this country and prosperity shall 
prevail, at the next session of Congress, un- 
der such circumstances, | would be willing to 


| make additional appropriations for this service 


for the ensuing fiscal year, if such appropria- 
tions shall be needed, and can be judiciously 
expended. 

These are the reasons which have induced me, 


as a member of the Committee of Ways and 


Means, to reduce this appropriation. The reduc- 
tion is about fifty per cent. upon the total estimate 
submitted to us for the prosecution of this Coast 
Survey. 

Mr. SHERMAN. For the purpose of limiting 
debate to five minutes upon amendments, | move 
that the committee rise. 

Mr. PHELPS. 1 would suggest to the centle- 
man from Ohio that, as this debate is legitimate 
thus far, and as the whole subject*matter ts still 


| under consideration, he will not close debate 
| now. 


Mr. SHERMAN. My opinion is, that five 
minutes’ debate would be more serviceable: but I 
will not press my motion now. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Lam sure the gentleman 


will have no disposition to C\use debate upon this 


amendment; for [believe the committee is becom- 


ing prepared to restore the item to $250,000. 

The gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Pures] 
has redeemed himself very much in my estima- 
tion by saying thatif the present appropriation is 
not sufficient, he will, in the next Congress—if 
there be another Congress—vote for an additional 
appropriation. 

Mr. HILL. In what respect does he redeem 
himself? What is he redeemed from? 

Mr. FLORENCE. Heshows that he has that 
generosity and liberality which a gentleman occu- 
vying his position oughtto have. The gentleman 
1as chosen to refer to the difficulties in the coun- 
litical and not financial difficulties. Everybody 
knows that it isin the power of this Hous : to re- 
lieve the country of these difficultics within an 


hour; and if these difficulties wefe removed, the 


| try. Why,everybody knows that they are po- 


| country was never in a more prosperous condition 
| than itis now. The gentleman talks of the rev- 
| enues of the Department being reduced. Why? 
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Because of this political panic that has swept over | Mr. MAYNARD. What existing law does it | 
Here is an item that is economical; in | 


the land. 
my judgment, an item that may very well be ap- 
propriated, in view of the restoration of peace and 
quict. The Coast Survey has conferred upon the 
commerce of the country innumerable and incal- 
culable benefits. It is an economical institution: 
saving more to the country than it has ever cost; 
opens up the pathways of the great deep; giving 
shelter to the commerce and shipping of the coun- 
try; and saving, in intrinsic value, millions more 
than the cost of the survey of the coast. That is 
the reason why I do not wish that the work shal! 
be interrupted. I did not suppose that there was 
any institution so free from censure as the Coast 
Survey. Ihave never heard, since I have been 
a member of this body, of any hotel influence be- 
ing brought to bear upon members of the House 
in this connection. I was therefore surprised at 
the remarks of the gentleman from Missouri. I 
venture my reputation that there 1s not a depart- 
ment freer from political influences than the Coast 
Survey. 


Mr. PHELPS. 


I did not mean to charge that 


any political influences controlled the action of | 


the Superintendent of the Coast Survey or his 
employés; but I believe that if we reduce this ap- 
pagent many of those now employed may 
ve discharged. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Very well, then; it is an 
appeal for bread, and I never close my ears to 
such an appeal. I trust that this great Govern- 
ment will not turn off its employés at a period 
like this. This is a small item of expenditure; 
but I believe that it would be economy to appro- 
priate the money necessary to carry on this Coast 
survey. 

The question being on Mr. Exiot’s amendment, 
tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Burcu and 
Goocn were appointed. 


The committee divided; and the tellers reported | 


—ayes 65, noes 59. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MAYNARD obtained the floor. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Isuggest to the gentleman 
from Tennessee that he yield me the floor, toallow 
me to move that the committee rise, for the pur- 


pose of stopping the general debate upon this bill. | 
I think that thus far the | 


Mr. MAYNARD. 
debate has been confined pretty closely to the 
question before the committee, and thatit ee been 
legitimate debate. 
gentleman. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. Burnert reported that 


I will, however, yield to the 


1 move that the committee 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 





Union had, according to order, had under con- | 


sideration the bill making appropriations for sun- 
dry civil expenses of the Government for the year 
ending June 30, 1862, and had come to no con- 
clusion thereon. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


Whole on the state of the Union shall close in five 
minutes after the committee shall have resumed 
the consideration of the same. 

ry? 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


I move that all debate on | 
the bill now pending in the Committee of the | 


suspended, and that the House resolve itself into | 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union. 
The motion was agreed to. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


(Mr. Burwnerr in the chair,) and resumed the | 


consideration of the special order, being the civil 
appropriation bill. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I offer the following amend- | 


ment: 

At the end of the amendment last adopted, add as fol- 
lows : 

To be expended under the direction of the Bureau of 
Ordnance and Hydrography, the payments to be audited at 
the Treasury in the same manner as all other expenditures 
of the Government. 

The object of the amendment is to put the Coast 
Survey under the direction of the Secretary of the 


Navy. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Ilinois. I submit | 


that that amendment proposes to change the ex- 
isting law, and is therefore out of order. 
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I move that the rules be |! 


change? 


|| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The law | 


which confines the appropriation to the channel 
in which it now is. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I suggest to the Chair that 


in making appropriations we certainly havea right | 


to say in what manner particular money should 

be expended. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Where the 
law provides thatan appropriation shall go through 
a certain channel, the appropriation cannot be di- 

| verted from that channel without a change of the 
law. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
point of order, and rules the amendment out of 
order. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I then offer the following 
amendment, to come in at the end of the clause: 

And the payments to be audited at the Treasury in the 
same manner as other expenditures of the Government. 

I do not propose to dwell upon that amend- 
/ment. Its character is sufficiently obvious from 
the terms in which it is couched. 
the good sense of the committee. 

Mr. ELIOT. My objection to the amendment 
is, that it contains a censure upon one of the De- 
partments of the Government which, it seems to 
me, ought not to be cast. There is, however, a 
| disposition on this side of the House to vote at 

once; and I will not, therefore, detain the com- 
| mittee by any further remarks. 


Tellers were ordered on the amendment; and,|! 
Messrs. Harris, of Virginia, and Cotrax, were | 


| appointed. 
| Mr. SHERMAN. I hope the gentleman from 
Tennessee will tell us how these accounts are 
| audited now. 
| Mr. MAYNARD. They are simply audited 
by the Superintendent of the Coast Survey. 
The committee proceeded to divide; and the 
tellers reported eleven in the affirmative. 


Mr. MAYNARD. In order to 


my amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has aright 
to withdraw it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Can the gentleman with- 
draw his amendment while the committee is divid- 
ing? . 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman certainly 
has the right to withdraw it. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I withdraw it, because I 
see that it will be voted down by an immense ma- 
jority, and no possible good can arise from press- 
ing it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I renew the amendment; and 
| I say to the gentleman from Tennessee, and to the 
committee, that if the expenditures of this de- 
partment are not now audited as the expenditures 
in other departmentsand bureausare, this amend- 
ment ought to be agreed to? 

Mr. ELIOT. I rise to a point of order. I in- 
quire whether this debate is in order? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama offers an amendment; and he certainly has 
a right to speak to it for five minutes. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I repeat, that if it be true that 
the expenditures in the department of the Coast 
Survey are not audited and passed upon precisely 
as the expenditures of other departments and bu- 
reaus of the Governmentare, they certainly ought 
to be. In that event this amendment saabs to be 
agreed to. Ido not know that such is or is not 
the case; but I take it for granted that the gentle- 
man from Tennessee, [Mr. Maynarp,] when he 
offered his amendment, had looked into that sub- 
ject. If so,and if the accounts of the Coast Sur- 
vey are not audited at the Treasury, then I be- 
lieve there ought to be a vote of the committee and 
of the House upon it. I do not, therefore, intend 
to withdraw my amendment, unless I am satisfied 
that there is a quorum present. I have two ob- 
jects in view in renewing this amendment. One is, 
that I think the amendment ought to be agreed to. 
The other is, that if there be no quorum of the 
_committee present, I am opposed to the adoption 
| or rejection of important propositions by less than 
/a quorum of members. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I am opposed to the amend- 

ment. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I think that, if the statement 
| made is correct, the amendment ought to be agreed 
j to. Itis a question of fact as to whether the ac- 


The Chair sustains the | 


I submit it to | 


orevent the | 
breaking up of the committee, I will withdraw 
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counts of the Coast Survey are or are not audited 





as the accounts of other Departments. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I would not have intro. 
duced the resolution causelessly. If the accounts 
are not audited at the Treasury, they ought to be. 
and this amendment should be agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman from 
Tennessee will state whether he has looked into 
the matter, and whether these accounts are audited 
at the Treasury. If they are not, this amend. 
ment should pass. If they are,I shall withdraw 


Mr. MAYNARD. My information is, that the 
accounts are not audited at the Treasury, , 
Mr. ELIOT. I ask simply to have an answer 
from the gentleman from Tennessee. Ido not 
understand him to say that he has himself made 
examination into this matter. : 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair respectfully 
suggests to the gentleman from Massachusetis 
that all this is out of order, debate on the amend- 
ment being exhausted, unless the gentleman offers 
an amendment. 
Mr. ELIOT. 
an amendment. 
The question was taken on Mr. Hovsroy’s 
amendment; and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. ELIOT. I move to amend the fifteenth 


No, sir. I do not wantto offer 


| line, by striking out ‘* $70,000,” and inserting jp 


lieu thereof ‘* $130,000;’’ so that the clause will 
read: 
For continuing the survey of the western coast of the 


United States, including the compensation of civilians en- 
gaged in the work, $130,000. 


I understand that several gentlemen, members 


| of the committee, have voted on the amendment 
| just now adopted, under the apprehension that 


the amendment itself called for an appropriation 
which was larger than the sum asked for by the 
wroper officers, and under the impression that I 
a asked that the appropriation should be in- 
creased on our own responsibility. I desire to 
say, both in regard to that amendment and to the 
one which I have just now offered, that the prop- 
osition was made because it is believed by the 
Department having this business in charge that 
the amount of $130,000 is the least sum that should 
be appropriated by Congress to the work at this 
time. This $130,000 is required for the purpose 
of continuing the work on the coast of Oregon 


_and of Washington Territory. The Committee 
| of Ways and Means have reduced that amountto 
| $70,000; and the question is, whether this com- 


mittee will appropriate the sum that is believed 
to be necessary by the Department, or will reduce 


| the amount for the reasons assigned in the dis- 





| cussion on the previous amendment. 


I do not 
feel disposed to go into that debate again. I de- 
signed to reply to some suggestions that fell from 

entlemen, in regard to the state of the Treasury, 
in regard to the difficulty of getting money, and 
in regard to the state of the times; but it seems to 
me that these suggestions found sufficient and 
complete answer on the other side of the House. 
We all know well enough that the trouble is not 


| that there is no money to be had, but that there 


is no confidence in the Government. Thatis why 


| the Securities of the Government have been selling 


at the discount stated by the gentleman from Mis- 
sourl, (Mr. Puetrs.] It is not that there is any 
lack of means. Let confidence be restored, and 
there never has been a moment when the Govern- 
ment could command, more easily than now, all 
the money that is needed for all proper purposes. 

Mr. PHELPS. I desire to ask the gentleman 


| from Massachusetts whether he believes that con- 
| fidence will be restored before the close of this 





| 


| session of Congress? 


Mr. ELIOT. I cannot answer that. I think 
that, if we all do our duty fairly and faithfully 
and jastly, some way will be found by which the 
Government can be carried on, and the confidence 
of the people restored to it. Let that come, and 
money will come in abundance. The only ques- 
tion now is, whether that is a reason for reducing 
by one half the appropriation asked for this pur- 

ose. It seems to me that, unless there be some 
etter reasons assigned than those which we have 


| heard, the committee is prepared to sustain the 
| Government in its call for this appropriation. 


Mr. MAYNARD. J shall notconsume much 
time, especially after the vote which has been 
taken in regard to the former amendment pro- 
posed; but I will ask gentlemen before they vote 
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on these propositions to turn to the estimatés at 

pages 90 and 91, where they will find estimates for 
surveys on the coast of New England and on the 
coasts of New York and New Jersey, the oldest 
settled portion of the Atlantic coast—large sums; 
the same as last year and as the year before. 
They go back more than forty years. Now, why 
is it? Can any of the gentlemen who live on the 
coast, and who tell us of the importance of this 
work, whoare presumed to understand something 
of its details, and to be versed in the question of 
science complicated with it; can any of them tell 
us why it is that the surveys of this old portion 
of the Atlantic coast are not completed; why itis. 
that we must continue expenditure upon them at 
this late day? 

Mr. PHELPS. Perhaps they find it very con- 
venient to spend the hot summer months on the 
New England coast. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I know that Newportisa 
very pleasant place to spend the summer in. 

Mr. ELIOT. I rise to a point of order. This 
amendment refers to the coast of Oregon and 
Washington, and the remarks of the genileman 
from Tennessee apply to no part of that coast. 

Mr. MAYNARD. The gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts does not manifest his usual astuteness, 
or he would have perceived the point of my argu- 
ment. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


The section is couched in 


| 
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chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 


in reference to this provision as being in order | 


and germane to this bill. We all understand per- 
fectly well that under the rules of the House no 


| general legislation can be moved as an amendment 


Yet, 


to one of the general appropriation bills. 


| 
i 


sir, here is one of the most important changes ot | 


existing law—a provision looking to general le- || the gallant seamen of the country, | think his 


gislation—embodied by the Committee of Ways 
and Means in this, a general appropriation bill. 


| I would make a point of order on it, and insist | 


such language that it is impossible for the Chair | 


to determine upon what coast this appropriation 
is proposed to beexpended. He therefore cannot 


\ieto be for the time. 


say whether the gentleman from Tennessee is in | 


order or not. 


Mr. MAYNARD. The gentleman from Mas- || 


sachusetts does himself great injustice—or rather 


he does me injustice—in not having attended to | 


my argument. 
that the point of my argument is that we shall 


If he had, he would have seen | 


not launch out upona ae of survey on the | 
. 
coast of Washington and Oregon which will pro- 


gress at the rate of your recent coast survey for 


forty years, and then be no nearer to termina- | 
I want to have | 


tion than that survey is now. 


the survey done, and not have it always being 


done—to have it executed, and not always con- 
tinued. 

The question was taken on Mr. Exior’s amend- 
ment, and it was agreed to. 

The Clerk read, as follows: * 

** For continuing the survey of the Florida reefs and keys, 


(including compensation of civilians engaged in the work, | 
and excluding pay and emoluments of officers of the Army | 
and Navy, and petty officers and men of the Navy em- | 


ployed on the work,) $20,000.” 

Mr. ELIOT. I move to increase that appro- 
priation to $40,000. ; - 

I have only to say, Mr. Chairman, in regard 


to this amendment, what has been said in regard 


to the other amendments. 


The sum of $40,000 | 


is called for by the officers in whom we ought to | 


have confidence; the officers who have this work 
incharge, and who have made their detailed state- 
ments to the Treasury Department, upon which 


that Department has made its recommendation to | 
us. They say that, for the purpose stated here, | 
$40,000 is requisite. Unless there is some reason 


why that amount should be reduced, it seems to 
me that it ought to be voted. I have nothing 
further to gay. 
The amendment was rejected. 
The Clerk read, as follows: 


“To supply deficiency in the fund for the relief of sick | 


and disabled seamen, $200,000: Provided, 'That the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury is hereby authorized to rent either of 
the several marine hospitals to the proper authorities of 
the cities, towns, or counties, in which said hospitals are 
located, and contract with such authorities for the relief of 


the sick and disabled seamen entitled to relief under the | 


act of 3d of May, 1802, and in cases of infectious diseases, 
to — such regulations for their relief as he deems ex- 
pec ient.”? 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
strike out the proviso in that section. 

I want, Mr. Chairman, to direct the attention 
of the committee to an important change of ex- 
isting law which, as I consider, has been improp- 
erly attempted to be made in this bill. ‘The pro- 
viso which I move to strike out changes a law 


I move to 





which has existed since 1802—a law for taking | 


care of sick and disabled seamen. 
law, sir, marine hospitals have been erected in 
different parts of the United States. 

First, let me say one word for the benefit of the 


Under that | 


on the point being ruled by the Chair, if I thought 
it would do any good. The House having sent 
this matter to the committee, | presume we are 
bound to act upon it. 

Let me call the attention of the committee to 
the language of this proviso, which, as I have 
already stated, repeals a law enacted in 1802 for 
taking care of sick and disabled seamen. It is 
well known that each seaman has deducted outof 
his wages twenty cents each month in the year, 


| which makes a fund out of which marine hos- 


coe have been ereéted and kept up. Those 


1ospitals are’located in various parts of the coun- | 


try, where seamen are taken care of when they 
are sick or disabled. They are taken care of in 


that way out of the fund which they themselves | 
have contributed. The Committee of Ways and | 


Means, by this proviso, undertakes to discontinue 
all these marine hospitals, and to leave sick and 
disabled seamen to be taken care of by the coun- 
ty, city, town, or village, where they may happen 
I protest against it. We had 
a like proviso offered in the Thirty-Fourth Con- 
gress. The Committee of Ways and Means, in 
that Congress, introduced substantially the same 
provision as this, with@@t having had any con- 
sultation with the Committee on Commerce, which 
legitimately has the subject under consideration; 
but it was rejected by a vote of more than two 
to one. 
men paid this money into the Treasury, they 
should be taken care of by the Government, and 
not be put out as paupers upon the mercy of any 
city, town, or village, which had no interest in 
their welfare whatever. 

But the gentlemen from Ohio [Mr. Suerman] 
may say that this fund is not sufficient to maintain 
these seamen. Grantit. Grant, sir, that we have 


| to make an additional appropriation of $200,000, 
$300,000, or even $500,000: whatis that? 


Is it not 
through the commerce of the country, is it not 
through the seamen, that yourrevenues are raised ? 
Yet itis here proposed, in reference to these hardy, 
these useful and brave men, whose march is on the 


| mountain wave, whose home is on the deep, to 
| turn them over to the sympathies of the cities, | 
|| the towns, and the villages of the country! 


that the present system is a just one. Outof the 


The House then said that, as these sea- | 





I say | 


moneys contributed by these seamen, marine hos- | 


pitals have been erected, where sick and disabled 
seamen can be taken care of by the Government. 
There are proper buildings, where are kept by the 


United States physicians, stewards, and matrons, | 
to provide for the sick and disabled seaman. If 
this proviso be adopted, these marine hospitals | 
are abandoned, and you will then leave these sick | 


and disabled seamen to the tender mercies of the 
cities and towns, wherever they may be east 
ashore. I protest against the change, and I hope 
the committee will strike out the proviso. 

Mr. NIXON. I will say a word or two in re- 
ly to my honorable friend from Lllinois. I come, 
Mr. Chairman, from a commercial district, and 
one deeply interested in those who are engaged 
in a seafaring life. My people, indeed, are as 
much interested in this proviso as any other peo- 
ple in the country; and, as I understand it, they 
are satisfied with it. A large number of my con- 
stituents are engaged in a seafaring life, and they 
are of the opinion that the present system works 
badly. 
way of the very men for whose benefit they have 
been erected. 
receive support, when sick or disabled, in the 


These hospitals are generally out of the | 


The proviso enables these men to || 


. : { 
neighborhood where they belong. I have received 
a large number of petitions from my district in | 


favor of the change proposed by the proviso in- 

serted in this bill by the Committee of Ways and 

Means, and I hope it will not be stricken cut. 
Mr. PHELPS. I move to amend by provid- 


; Mr. Chairman, I wish to submit some remarks 
In justification of the course of the Committee of 
Way and Means in inserting the proviso that itis 
proposed to strike out. Iam not sorry that this 
provision has called forth the eloquence of the 
gentleman from Iinois, (Mr. W ASHBURNE,| Who 
opposes it; but, sir, with all his encomiums upon 


eloquence was, to a certain extent, inspired by a 
: 


recollection of the existence of a marine hospital 


| nm his own town of Galena, and that, if it be aban- 


doned, its patronage of a physician, a steward, 
and a matron, will have to follow, of course. In 
that case, sir, the authorities of the town will be 
allowed to take better care of the steamboat men 
of the Mississippi river than they have heretofore 
received. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


I will ask my friend from 


| Missouri if he knows how much it costs to keep 


a patient one week at the hospital at Galena? 

Mr. PHELPS. Ido not. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Will my 
friend yield to me a moment? [I will state that 
the Government very properly erected a marine 
hospital at Galena for the purpose of taking care 
of sick and disabled seamen, and there is a large 
number of that class there; but the hospital never 
has been put in See by the Government. 
There has been a large sum of money collected 
from seamen and paid to the Government. But 
the seamen, instead of being taken care of, as 
they ought to be, in the hospital building of the 
United States, are to be taken care of by the 
lowest bidder, and the sick seaman is cast off into 
low doggeries. 

Mr. PHELPS. There are but a few of these 
marine hospitals established in the country, and 
of course, where there are no marine hospitals, 
the seamen are taken care of precisely in the 
manner in which it is now proposed, by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, that they shall be taken 
care of where there are marine hospitals. There 
is a marine hospital in the State which I have the 


_ honor in part to represent, and where there are 


| - 
|| of the Government. 


many patients; but I do believe that the patients 
now in that hospital can be taken care of equally 
as well, ifthat marine hospital were under the con- 
trol of the authorities of the city of St. Louis, in 
which they could also place such patients as that 
city might have, without interfering with the rights 
This is a measure of econo- 
my—a measure which, if adopted, will reduce the 
expenses $100,000. There are marine hospitals 


| in the country in which, according to the report 
| submitted to Congress a year ago, the expense of 
| keeping patients was more than twenty dollars per 
| week, while at the places where the seamen were 


taken care of as proposed in this bill, they were 
taken care of equally, at an expense ranging from 
three to five dollars per week. Itis now proposed 
to dispense with Government patronage in this 


| matter; it is proposed to dispense with the super- 
intendents of marine hospitals; it is proposed to 
| dispense with officers employed at annual salaries 


ranging from $1,200 to $2,000 per annum; it is 
proposed to dispense with the services of other 
employés, amounting to ten or a dozen persons 
at some of the marine hospitals, and still you will 
have the seamen better provided for and taken 
care of than under the existing law. I vote for 
the measure, then, as a matter of economy, and as 
a measure of humanity to the seamen who have 
contributed to make up the sum from which they 
are supported, 

As my amendment was merely pro forma, if 
there is no objection, I will withdraw it. 

No objection being made, the amendment was 
withdrawn. 


Mr, LOOMIS. I propose to amend by strik- 
ing out all after the word ‘* provided,” in line 


thirty-eight, and inserting in lieu thereof the fol- 
lowing: 


That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized 
to change the present system of providing relief for sick 
and disabled seamen, by dismissing from service the em 
ployés of the Government, and leasing the marine hospitals, 


} at such places as in his judgment the public interest may 


require a change, to private individuals, city, town, or 
county authorities, or private associations, on terms pro 


| Viding for the necessary attention to seamen entitled to 


ing that the sum for each patient shall not exceed | 


twenty dollars. It is a pro forma smendment. 


reliet. 


I offer this as a substitute for the proviso, be- 


\| cause I deem it an important change which ought 
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to be made. In the proviso contained in the bill, || Mr. LOOMIS. I did not propose to substitute, 


there is no authority given to the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury to employ private individuals or pfivate 
associations; and it is obvious that it may be ne- 
cessary, in many cases, or at least very desirable, 
todo so. Indeed, at the present time, where there 
are no organized hospitals, the Secretary of the 


‘Treasury now authorizes the employment of pri- | 


vate individuals and private associations. 
1 have also modified the proviso in another 


particular, so that it may rest in the discretion of 


the Secretary of the Treasury to lease the marine 
hospitals at places where, in his judgment, the 
public interest may require such achange. There 
are many places where I think the regular organ- 
ized marine hospitals should be leased. 
eases the Secretary may be advised of the fact. 
I think the general purpose of this proviso is one 


of great importance, and that its adoption will | 


save immense sums to the Government. I hold 
in my hand a report of the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury in reference to the expenses and con- 


In such | 


by my amendment, private individuals and asso- 
ciations for cities, towns, and counties; but only 
to add them. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Iam opposed to the prop- 


osition: because I think thatall the cities or mu- 


' 
| 
| 


nicipal corporations within which marine hos- || 
pitals exist might be safely intrusted with the || 


| administration of this charity. But I do not think 


the matter ought to be intrusted to private indi- 
viduals, because they would have a direct interest 
in depriving sick and disabled seamen of the re- 


| lief to which they are entitled. I santeenerne, 
| that the proviso reported by the 


Ways and Means will be adopted. It was care- 
fully considered, and is carefully worded. 
Mr. Loomis’s amendment was disagreed to. 
The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 
W asupurnge, of Illinois, to strike out the whole 
proviso. 


Mr. LOOMIS. I move to amend the matter 


| proposed to be stricken out, by substituting for 


dition of these hospitals, from 1854 down to the | 


presenttime,in which he recommends this change; 
und he bases his recommendation upon facts 
which I think incontrovertible; because it is 
proved by the tables prepared by the Secretary 
that, in all cases where private individuals, or pri- 
vate associations or town authorities, have taken 
care of disabled seamen, they have been at least 
as well taken care of as in the organized hospitals. 
We have invested in marine hospitals $3,000,000, 
or pearly that amount; and yet, in spite of that fact, 
we find by actual experiment that we can sup- 
port sick and disabled seamen much cheaper 


the words *‘ under the actc* od May, 1802,’’ the 
words ‘‘under acts of the United States now in 
force.’’ I offer that amendment, because I be- 


| lieve that there are laws applicable to the matter, 


through the agency of private individuals, private | 


associations, or town and county organizations. 
It appears from a table prepared in 1855 that the 


cost of maintaining patients by contract was as 


follows: 


Iridgeton, New Jersey..........06. eveswees nennscudee Oe 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire .......... 0.00 eeeeeees 2 00 
Middletown, Conmecuicut.....ccscsccccvccecccscces 2 00 
DERE RIRE, TERNS és as 000 0.000006:000000000 dacens eevee 2 50 
Wy BURGOS, BORING voc cccccnsas osscce vere ce eee ke oe 2 50 
PE ERO «0 06 cncene Saeebnes.9notacene 2 

ES PED 5 oo Ua Raabe 0 gnsses ennde-s00500 ee ande 2 50 





BACwer eS Balhor, BOW VOrK 0cc cccsccsvevccvcceses 2 50 
Presque Isle, Pennsylvania.........eee cece cece eens 2 50 

And at other places it ranged from three to five 
dollars per week, none being over five dollars. 
At the organized hospitals, the average cost during 
the same year of each patient, per week, was as 
follows: 


Cleveland, Ohio ........ +++ iceasete jenbuacenes gee 
Peete. Virwialeicdcc t0ce00 sete e000 cence peueew eee 5 09 
CR SE, 506 no este nesesenennn se pps bate. auee 5 22 
Ceteet, DERNOREIOTES . 0.0 0s 0050 8600 ccevececcces 6 11 
New Orleans, Louisiana...... obese hese eswaws Seocect Bae 
San Francisco, California.......... Shas one s'ene cone OD 
Louisville, Kemtucky....cccccccccececccecccsveces se 
Mobile, Alabama...... Sans ae Gbdlen sbeseebepecne soos, ae 
Rey West, Florida... .. cccccccvcncccccccccccccesece 8 47 
Pittsburg. Pennsylvania.........cceeeeeeeees seevcce BO UE 
Paducah, Kentucky.....0.-.005- ebeecevesee Cvovesse 16 10 
Ocracoke, North Carolina........... soneus vee seeees 18 20 
Napoleon, Arkansas .....scccesccccsccccs arescecces 25 41 
Natchez, Mississippi..........0.000- eoccccccccceccs 70 70 


And here let me call the attention of the House 
to Executive Document No. 27, and Report No. 
655, of the first session of this Congress, the latter 
of which I had the honor to make at the last ses- 
sion, under instructions from the Committee on 
the Expenditures in the Treasury Department. 
We find from, that document that at Paducah— 
which is only an illustration—a hospital has been 
erected at a cost of between fifty and sixty thou- 
sand dollars; and yet, since the year 1854, there 


has not been a single sick and disabled patient ad- | 
mitted there; and yet it has been provided during | 
allthat time witha physicianand laborers, to whom | 


we have paid large salaries. So that our present 


organized hospitals, instead of being asylums for | 


sick and disabled seamen, are, in most cases, 
asylums for the relief of disabled physicians. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Chairman, I approve 
of the remarks of the gentleman from Connecti- 
cut, but 1 do not approve of his amendment, The 
only difference between his proposition and that 
of the Committee of Ways and Means is: he pro- 
poses to let out this charity at private enterprise, 
while the committee propose to intrust it to cities, 
counties, or municipal corporations. I do not, 
myself, believe that it waa do to let out this 
charity to private persons, who would be inter- 
ested in depriving sick and disabled seamen of 
relief. 


50 | 





| 


| not fitted for the position. 
| own district, there is a marine hospital; and yet 


other than that of 3d May, 1802. 
Mr. SHERMAN. 
that all that appropriations have been passed. 
Mr.LOOMIS. According to my recollection, 
there is a law of 1798 relating to this matter; and 
also, an act amendatory of that, passed in 1846. 
Mr. McKNIGHT. I desire to oppose the 
amendment; and I desire also to oppose the pro- 
viso reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, for the reason that it confers upon the 
Secretary of the Treasugy powers which he will 


charge. 
or any other committee, were to propose the ap- 
pointment of a commission to inquire into the 


| abuses that have grown up in these marine hos- 


sommittee of | 


It is under the law of 1802 | 


naecellianin 





| not have the time or the leisure properly to dis- | 
If the Committee of Ways and Means, || 


pitals, and report an act for the correction of these | 


abuses, I would vote for that proposition. I be- 
marine hospitals. 
ployed as surgeons about those hospitals who are 
I know that, in my 


a number of seamen age forced to go to hotels, 
and to employ private medical advice, because 
they cannot obtain it at the hospital. But it is 
only the correction of abuses that is required. 
The Government has expended millions of dol- 
lars in the erection of these buildings; and to turn 
them overnow to county commissioners would be, 
it strikes me, a great waste of the public money. 
Even if you could get those officers to undertake 
the duties—which I am satisfied they would not 
do—I do notbelieve you could get the county com- 
missioners to take charge of those hospitals; nor 
would it be advisable for them sotodo. Howis 
the Secretary of the Treasury to decide as to what 
hospitals ought or ought not to be turned over to 
the county commissioners? Let the gentleman 
proceed in the right way. Let him propose a 


| commission to inquire into abuses and reform 


them, and I shall be ready to vote with him. 


The amendment to the amendment was dis- | 
| agreed to. 
The question recurred on the motion of Mr. | 


Wasuburng, of Illinois, to strike out the whole 
yroviso. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 


amend the clause proposed to be stricken out by | 


inserting, in lieu of the word ‘‘ rent,’’ the words 
** surrender to.’’ 


Mr. Chairman, I have listened to the remarks | 


of the gentleman from Connecticut in relation to 


| the amendment which he proposed. The question 
we have to deal with here is, whether this Con- | 


gress is prepared to surrender up all the marine 
hospitals, which have cost millions on millions of 
dollars, to town, city, and county authorities. 
There is no limitation on the power conferred by 
this clause upon the Secretary of the Treasury. 
He may rent the hospital at New Orleans, at 
Charleston, Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, 
or Boston. There is no limitation upon him as 
to the amount of rent. As to what the gentle- 
man has read in relation to the expense of main- 
taining patieats in these hospitals, it has nothing 
whatever to do with the question. We have built 
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these hospitals for the purpose of taking care of our 
sick and disabled seamen, who have contributed 
to a large extent, from their earnings. The gen- 
tleman from Connecticut has referred to the cost 
of taking care of them. I say that the price te 
not exorbitant. In a few instances it may ‘ 
but, on the average, 1 am astonished at the small 
charge against the Government for the care of 


| these men. - 





propose? Why, they propose that you should 
|| let out these men as paupers to the lowest bidder 


What do the Committee of Ways and Me 


ans 


The gentleman from Connecticut tells you that 
they can be taken care of for three dollars a week 
i know how this thing is. In my own town. 
where there are a great many sick and disabled 
seamen, I talked with the physician who had been 
employed to take care of them, and he informed 
me of the wretched hovels in which the 
placed. 

Mr. BURNETT, (Mr. Branca having taken 
the chair pro tempore.) The policy proposed by 
the Committee of Ways and Means under the 
proviso in this bill, is to rent out the marine hos- 
pitals to the several corporations, town councils 
&c., and to place the seamen of this country on 
the charity of those corporations. Gentlemen make 
objection to the present system as now managed 
in these marine hospitals, complaining that the 
cost of maintaining the sick and disabled seamen 
in them is so large. Granted that that is an objec- 
tion. Granted that the fact, as stated by the gen- 
tleman from Connecticut, [Mr. Loomis, is true. 


y are 


|Is that a reason why this Congress should change 


the whole system of the Government in regard to 
its sick and disabled seamen, and should commit 
them to the charity of townsand villages and cor- 
porations, which will not treat them as well as 
they are treated now, and from which they will 
suffer the very same inconveniences of which 
gentlemen now complain in regard to medical 
treatment, and in other particulars? 

One gentleman remarks that these marine hos- 


|| or are asylums for broken down physicians. 
. ° . . } 
lieve there are abuses in connection with these || 
I believe there are men em- || 


do not know how truethat is. I know thatthe 
physician appointed to the hospital in my district 
is, for medical knowledge and professional skill, 
not surpassed by any man of his profession in 
the country. That honorable gentleman says that, 
in some of these marine hospitals, it costs the 


Government sixteen dollars per week for cach 








of the patients. Granted that that is an abuse, 
and ought to be corrected: butis that any reason 
why Congress should surrender all the marine 
hospitals of the country, which were erected from 
motives of humanity, to take care of those broken 
down, sick, diseased, and disabled seamen, who 
have been laboring for the good of the entire coun- 
try? because it is from commerce that we derive 
our greatest prosperity. If this proviso of the 
Committee of Ways and Means be adopted as a 
system of legislation, it will change the whole pol- 
icy of our formersystem. I am opposed to that. 
But I agree with the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr. McKwienr, | that if there be abusesin 
the system, we should correct them by legisla- 
tion. Get rid of these abuses, but do not sur- 
render this large amount of property to cities and 
towns and counties. Do not place your sick and 
disabled seamen at the mercy of the local author- 
ities. * 
I believe that it would be wrong to do so. I 
believe that the whole object for which these ma- 
rine hospitals were erected would be defeated by 
the adoption of such a line of policy. Hence I 
am opposed to it. 1 will go with the Committee 
of Ways and Means in any measure which they 
may suggest for the purpose of correcting abuses. 
If it costs too much to keep sick and disabled sea- 
men in the marine hospitals, let us throw around 
them restrictions by which to keep the expend- 
iture within reasonable limits; but I will never 
consent to transfer that class of our countrymen 
to the charity of corporations of 7 kind. | 
The question was taken on Mr. W AasuBuRNE § 
amendment to his amendment; and it was not 
agreed to. a 
Mr. MORRILL. I move to amend by striking 
out,after the word “ rent,’’ the words ‘‘ or sell. 
I believe it will be conceded by all gentlemen 1n 
this House that there are abuses in the manage- 
ment of our marine hospitals. Now, what does 
this proviso propose to do? It is very carefully 
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drawn. It merely authorizes the Secretary of | 
the Treasury to rent them, or take such course as | 
he may see fitto take. It does no* say that he 
shall rentthe whole of them; but that he shall rent 
either of the several marine hospitals. 
Again: it is not proposed to send these sick 
and disabled seamen as paupers. It 1s not pro- 
posed to commit them to the irresponsible care of 
individuals. Butit is proposed to make contracts 
with the authorities of cities, towns, or counties 
to take care of them. Why, sir, the only way | 
in which we can defend this system of having 
marine hospitals at all, is to have the abuses cor- | 
rected; and I hope that this committee will not 
show itself indifferent to the correction of abuses | 
so notorious as those in the system of marine hos- | 
pitals, f 
Mr. MALLORY. If there be abuses in the | 
management of the marine hospitals of the Uni- | 
ted States, how do I understand gentlemen to pro- 
pose to correct them? By transferring these hos- 
pitals to the authorities of the State, county, or 
city in which they are respectively situated. We 
have no evidence, that I know of, showing that 
these abuses in the management do actually exist. | 
I have heard charges to that effect; but we have 
no proof before the House on which to support 
such charges. | know that there is a marine hos- 
pital ina town in my district, in the State of Ken- 
tucky, and I have never heard of any abuses 
having crept into the management of that institu- 
tion. IL have heard of no complaint of the kind. | 
I believe that sick and disabled sailors receive 
there every attention that their cases require. | 
have never heard the least complaint against its 
management. ° 
But, if there be abuses in the management of 
the various marine hospitals of the United States, 
how are you to correct these abuses? By trans- 
ferring the management of these institutions to 
the town, city, or-county in which they happen 
to be located? If you have abuses in your forts 
and dock-yards and arsenals, would you there- 
fore support a proviso to an appropriation bill, 
transferring those institutions to the States or |} 
towns or counties in which they happen to be lo- 
cated, in order that these abuses may be corrected ? 
Have we come io that point thatacknowledgment 
is made in Congress that where abuses creep into | 
the management of things over which «he Gov- 
ernment has control, such abuses cannot be cor- 
rected or remedied; and that the only cure for 
them is to transfer the thing itself to some other 
power than that which has charge of them? That 
isan acknowledgment which [ am not willing to 
make. For that reason 1 oppose this proviso. I 
hope it will not be adopted by this committee. | 
hope that the motion of the gentleman from IIli- 
nois, (Mr. Wasusurne,] that this proviso be 
stricken out, will prevail, and that the manage- 
ment of these marine hospitals wili be left to the 
same authority to which it has been confided here- 
tofore. If there are corruptions or abuses or mis- 
management in them, appoint your commission, 
as the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Mc- | 
Kxicnt] proposes, and inquire into them, and 
then devise some remedy to correct them. 1} 
The question being on Mr. Morriiv’s amend- | 
ment, it was withdrawn. | 


Mr. NIXON. I move to amend the proviso || 
by striking out these words: 


“To rent either of the several marine hospitals to the 
proper authorities of the cities, towns, or counties in which 
said hospitals are located, and contract with such authori- 
ties for the relief of the sick and disabled seamen entitled 
to relief under the act of 3d of May, 1802, and.’’ | 


So that the proviso will then read: 


“ Provided, That the Seeretary of the Treasury is hereby 
authorized, in cases of infectious diseases, to make such | 
regulations for their relief as he deems expedient.” | 


| 


Mr. Chairman, I offer the amendment in good 
faith, and I trust that it will meet with the appro- 
bation of the House. It will relieve us, for the | 
present, of the consideration of the propriety of 
authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to rent 
these hospitals, while at the same time it will 
correct an evil which all now complain of as ex- 
isung in the presentsystem. These marine hos- 
Pitals, Ina great many cases, do not now afford 
proper security for taking care of sick and disa- 
bled seamen, By adopting my amendment, dis- 
‘retion will be conferred upon the Secretary of 
the Treasury in cases where seamen are sick at 
places remote from any hospital. 


| Government. 


It is known to a great many gentlemen in the 
committee that these seamen contribute yearly a 


considerable sum of money to maintain these hos- | 
Every seaman has levied upon him a | 


pitals, 


1 
| 
} 
| 


° . . i 
monthly tax of twenty cents, which is taken out 


of his wages for that purpose. Under the*pres- 


ent system, if a seaman be disabled by sickness | 
or otherwise, at a point remote from any hospital, | 


there is no law for affording him any proper re- 


lief. | propose,in my amendment, to confer upon 


the Secretary of the Treasury discretion in all 
such cases; so that such sick and disabled seaman 
may be supported outside of these marine hos- 
pitals. It is right that we should compensate those 


individuals who take care of sick seamen when | 


they are so situated that they cannot reach one 
of our marine hospitals. If my amendment be 
agreed to, | propose, in the next place, to strike 
out the words ‘* infectious diseases,’’ and to sub- 
stitute for them the word ‘** sickness;’’ and then 
the proviso will read: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he hereby is, 


} authorized, in cases of sickness, to make such regulation 
| for their relief as he deems expedient. 


I trust that the pending amendment will meet 
with the sanction of the committee. 

Mr. NIBLACK. Mr. Chairman, lam opposed 
to the retention of any part of the proviso; I am 
opposed to the whole of it; and I will vote for the 
motion of the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Wasu- 
BURNE] to strike itout. The object of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means would seem to be to 
abolish the existing system, and to substitute for 
it a discretionary power, to be conferred upon the 
Secretary of the Treasury. I think that sucha 
change is wrong. It will inaugurate a system of 
contracts; and if the ney system be badly man- 
aged, a favoritism worse than any and all of the 
evils which may be imagined to exist under the 
present system. It will allow the Secretary of 
the Treasury to provide one system for taking 
care of the sick and disabled seamen in one local- 
ity, and an entirely different system in another 
locality. In that way the system now in force 
under the law would be entirely destroyed. ‘The 
proviso substitutes a discretion, not only incon- 
venient to the Department, but which,in my judg- 
ment, is wrong in principle. 

If there be anything in the present system tend- 
ing to abuse, let it be corrected; but do not let us 
abolish the system, and substitute a discretionary 
power which will destroy whatever rufes may 
have been adopted by the Government. I think 
that such a course is no remedy for the present 
abuses, whatever they may be. My judgment, 


| however, is that the alleged abuses are overstated. 
| The marine hospitals are as economically and as 


well managed as any other department of the 
Government. At least the hospital located in my 


district, is one of the best managed under the 
i ° . | 
I hope the proviso will be stricken 
out. 


The question was taken; and the amendment to 
the amendment was disagreed to. 

Mr. QUARLES. j 
ing the words ** or to sell’ after the word ** rent.”’ 

Mr Chairman, I was on the committeé which 
examined into this question at the last session of 
Congress. We found that there have been num- 
berless abuses in the management of these marine 
hospitals. Some have been located at points 
where they ought not to be, and from which they 
ought to be removed. Look, for instance, at the 


| one at Napoleon, Arkansas; who would think of 


sending a sick man there who could be sent any- 
where else—to a place, indeed, surrounded by 
swamps which engender fever. Unless you ena- 
ble the Secretary of the Treasury to rent or sell 
these buildings, the sick must be carried there. 
The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Burnett] 
seems to think that this is a new thing. The gen- 


| tleman from the Louisville district {Mr. Maiory] 


thought it was something similar to a transfer of 
forts and arsenals. Tennessee, with two rivers 
with a navigation of eight hundred miles, has not 
a marine hospital within its borders. The city of 


| Nashville takes care of sick and disabled seamen 


coming there. Yet gentlemen seem to think itis 
a great hardship when we say there are abuses in 
the marine hospital system. The gentleman from 
Connecticut [Mr. Loomis} in his report at the last 
session of Congress, specified some of these abuses. 
They are palpable and susceptible of proof, and 
yet gentlemen are found here resisting them. I 


I move to amend, by insert- | 
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believe, on the contrary, that the Committee of 
Ways and Means have taken a step in the right 
direction. Let these abuses be corrected. Let 
the Secretary of the Treasury be invested with a 
discretionary power. Let that be done, and we 


| will then cure the defects of the presentsystem. 


rhe amendment to the amendment was rejected. 


Ihe question recurred on Mr. W aSuBURNE’S 
motion to strike out the proviso. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. This is an 
important question; and I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. MaLLony 
and SpinNER were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to; the tellers having reported—ayes 66, 
noes 63. F 

Mr. HARDEMAN moved that the committee 
rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 


| resumed the chair, Mr. Berner reported that 
| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union had, according to order, had the Union 
generally under consideration, and particularly 


| House bill No. 895, making appropriations for 


sundry civil expenses of the Government for the 
year ending June 30, 1862, and’ had come to no 
conclusion thereon, 

RINGGOLD’S SURVEYS. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House for leave to re- 
port back from the Committee on Commerce, 
estimates of the cost of preparing for publication 
tinggold’s surveys, and to move that they be 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 


HARPER'S FERRY, FORTS, AND ARSENALS. 


Mr. LEAKE. Task the unanimous consent 
of the House for leave to submit the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee of five, to whom the spe- 
cial message of the President of the United States was 
referred with certain instructions, be instructed also to 
inquire whether any of the arms of the United States at 
Harper’s Ferry have been removed, or ordered to be re 
moved, from that place to Pittsburg, or other points ; and if 
80, by whose order, and for what reason. 

Mr. GROW. I will object to the resolution 
unless it provides for a like inquiry with reference 
to all the forts and arsenals. 

Mr. LEAKE. I have no objection to that. 
Let us hear why the arms have been removed to 
Pittsburg, in the gentleman’s own State. I want 
to know why these things have been done, and 
under whose authority. 

Mr. GROW. I make no objection, if the reso- 
lutidn includes all the arsenals. 

The resolution, as modified, was adopted. 


PHILADELPHIA ON CRITTENDEN COMPROMISE. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I ask ‘eave 


to present memorials of citizens of Philadelphia, 
numerously signed by men of all parties, praying 
for the passage of the Crittenden compromise; 
and move that it be referred to the select commit- 
tee of thirty-three. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

THE PRESIDENT’S SPECIAL MESSAGE. 

Mr. BURNETT. There was no motion made 
this morning for the printing of the President's 
message. I now make that motion, 

The motion was agreed to. 


CRISIS MEETING IN NORTH CAROLINA. 
Mr. LEACH, of North Carolina. I ask the 


unanimous consent of the House for leave to sub- 
mit the proceedings of a meeting held in Winston, 
Forsyth county, North Carolina, to consider the 
existing condition of the country, and to move 
that they be referred to the select committee of 
thirty-three. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered. 

MILITIA OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

Mr.STANTON. Task unanimous consent for 
leave to take from the Calendar a bill for the reor- 
ganization of the militia of this District. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. BRANCH moved that the House adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 


five minutes past four o’clock, p. m.) the House 
adjourngd. 
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IN SENATE. 
Tavrspay, January 10, 1861. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Guriey. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
CREDENTIALS. 

Mr. HALE presented the credentials of Hon. 
Daniet Crarg, elected a Senator by the Legis- 
lature of the State of New Hampshire, for the 
term of six years, commencing on the 4th day of 
March, 1861; which were read, and ordered to | 
be filed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE IIOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Hays, Chief Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed a bill (No. 915) for the relief 
of Hockaday & Liggit, in which the concurrence | 
of the Senate was requested. 

PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS. 

The message further announced that the House 
had ordered this day the printing of the following 
documents: 

Letter from the Postmaster General, commu- 
nicating the annual report of fines and deductions 
from the pay of mail contractors—ordered at 
twelve o’clock and eleven minutes. 

Preamble and resolutions of the Common Coun- | 
cil of the city of New York, in reference to the 
differences between the South and the North— | 
ordered at twelve o’clock and seventeen minutes. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. SEWARD. I submit the memorial of 
citizens of the State of New York, dwelling in the 
city of New York, praying Congress to adopt | 
such just, wise, and beneficent measures as they 
can for the composing of the present troubles in | 
the country, and the preservation of the Union. | 
1 move that it lie on the table. 


| 
The motion was agreed to. 
} 


Mr. SUMNER. I offer the memorial of the 


synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, now || 


in session in Alleghany city, Pennsylvania, ask- | 
ing thdt Congress will take measures for the 
amendment of the Constitution, so that it may | 
contain,’ first, an express acknowledgment of the 
being and authority of God; secondly, an acknowl- 
edgment and submission to the authority of | 
Christ; thirdly, a recognition of the paramount | 
obligation of God’s law; and, fourthly, that it be 
rendered inallits principles and provisions clearly 
and unmistakably adverse to the existence of any 
form of slavery within the national limits. This 
is testified by their moderator and the clerk of the 
Synod. | 

Mr. GREEN. I wish to inquire whether God’s | 
law is the Bible as revealed ? R 

Mr. SUMNER. I ask the reference of the 
memorial to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

It was so referred. 

Mr. RICE. I wish to present the petition of | 
W.C., Jewett, of Pike’s Peak, praying that the | 
Pacific railroad question may for the present be 
postponed, on the ground of the injustice of in- | 
creasing the national debt in this crisis, and show- 
ing why governmental aid is not needed for the 
road. As the question is now before the Senate, 
and as the petition is very short, being only a few 
lines, L ask that it be read. 

The Secretary read the petition. 

Mr. BROWN presented the petition of Rev. 
Charles J. White, parish priest of St. Matthew’s | 
church, in the city of Washington, District of 
Columbia, praying that authority may be granted 
to sell certain city lots now held by the ecclesiasti- 
cal authorities of that church; which was referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. KENNEDY presented a petition of twelve 
thousand citizens of Baltimore, of all political par- 
ties, praying the adoption by Congress, without 
delay, ot the compromise proposed by Hon. 7 ‘2 
CritTENDEN In the Senate of the United States; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the petition of Mrs. Serena 
McLane, widow of the late Captain George Mc- 
Lane, United States Army, who was killed in 


battle by the Indians, praying a pension; which 1] 


was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BIGLER. 1 present thé memorial of sur- | 
vivors of the war of L812, residents in the county 
of Lehigh, in the StMe of Pennsylvania; and I 
also presenta similar memorial signed by citizens 
of Philadelphia, setting forth that the founders of | 
our Government intended its defense mainly to | 
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rest on the militia, and not upon large standing 
armies, which are at all times expensive to the 
people, and therefore respectfully and earnestly 
ask, in order to encourage the volunteers and 
militia to prompt and energetic action in future, 
and as an act of justice to the survivors of the war 
of 1812, that all who served in that war, or were 
actually engaged in battle, and the surviving 
widows of those who have died or may hereafter 
die, be placed on the pension roll of the United 
States, it now being upwards of forty-five years 
since the termination of that war; while the soldiers 


who served in the revolutionary war with Great |) 
gritain were placed by Congress on the pension | 
roll in 1818—being only thirty-five years after | 


yeace was declared. Iask that these memorials 
»e referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

They were so referred. 

Mr. BIGLER presented a memorial of citizens 


of Pennsylvania, praying the passage of a joint | 


resolution providing for the call of a national con- 
vention to’be held at Independence Hall, Phila- 
delphia, to take into consideration the present 
disturbed condition of the country; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented six petitions of citizens of 


Philadelphia, praying the passage of the resolu- | 


tions introduced into the Senaie by Mr. Critren- 


pEN, on the 18th of December last; which were | 


ordered to lie on the table. 
SECRETARY OF WAR. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no fur- 


ther petitions, reports from standing committees | 


are in order. 

Mr. SLIDELL. If there be no reports from 
standing committees, [ move that the Senate now 
proceed to the consideration of the resolution I 
offered yesterday, calling for certain information 
from the President. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I suggest that the hour 
has arrived now, according to the order of the 
Senate yesterday, for calling up the resolutions 
that were yesterday under consideration. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 


|| state that they come up at half past twelve o’clock. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I presume that there will be 


no debate of this resolution. It is simply one of | 


inquiry. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Thé question is 


on the motion to take up the resolution offered | 


by the Senator from Louisiana. 
ry. . - 
Ihe motion was agreed to. 


The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to inform the 
Senate whether John B. Floyd, whose appointment as See- 
retary of War was confirmed by the Senate on the 6th of 
Marci, 1857, still continues to hold said_office ; and if not, 
when and how said office became vacant; and further to 
inform the Senate how and by whom the duties of said of- 
fice are now discharged ; and if an appointinent of an act- 
ing or provisional Secretary of War has been made, how, 
when, and by wifat authority it was so made, and why the 


fact of said appointment has not been communicated to the | 
| Senate. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


that is, that it be not incompatible with the pub- 


lic interest. Perhaps it was omitted accidentally. | 


Mr. SLIDELL. It was not omitted accident- 


| ally. I do not conceive how it can be inconsist- | 


ent with the public service to inform the Senate 


when a certain officer may have vacated his post, | 


and when and how another was appointed; but 
if the Senator thinks the resolution obnoxious to 
that objection, he can offer the amendment. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Ido not offer it. I merely || 


made the suggestion to the Senator. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair must | 


call up the unfinished business of yesterday at 


' this hour. 


Mr. BIGLER. I do not intend to make objec- 


tion to the passage of this resolution; but I desire, | 
before the vote 1s taken, to read the law under |! 
which, undoubtedly, this appointment has been | 


made—— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has just 
announced that he has called up the unfinished 
business of yesterday. 


Mr. BIGLER. If the Chair intends to enforce | 
‘| the rule, of course I will not insist. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Itwill require unan- | 


imous consent, or a motion to postpone. 


Mr. SLIDELL. I hope there will be no objec- 


tion to the consideration of this resolution now. | 


LOBE. 


I suggest that the Sena- | 
tor has omitted the ordinary condition ina re- | 
quest made to the President for information; and | 


January 10. 





It will not occupy any time. If the Senator from 
Pennsylvania quotes the law under which the 
President derived authority for this appointment. 
I shall be under the necessity i 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator 
from Louisiana pause for a moment? . 
some motion must be made to postpone tl 
cial order for this hour, or there must he 
mous consent to lay it aside, or the Cha 
enforce it. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I move to postpone the ¢ 
sideration of the special order. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there unanimous 
| consent to consider this resolution? The Chair 
| hears no objection. y 
Mr. BIGLER. As far as I am concerned, | 
|| will agree to the passage of the resolution, and 
| will not read the law. : 
| 
| 





Eith, r 
1¢ Spe. 
unani- 
Ir must 


On- 


Mr. SAULSBURY. I call for the yeas ang 


a 

| ‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

| Mr. CRITTENDEN. I would only inquire 
of the honorable Senator from Louisiana what 

|, object is to be attained by this; what good is to 
result, and-to whom? If I could see any rele- 
vancy that it has to our proceedings, or to any 
object of public good, I would vete for it; but jt 
seems to me to be very unusual and extraordi- 
nary, and I do not see the importance of it, 

Mr. SLIDELL. I will very cheerfully respond 

| to the inquiry of the Senator from Kentucky, | 
conceive that there has been a gross violation of 
the Constitution of the United States by the ap- 
pointment of an acting Secretary of War, holding 
|| his office for twelve or fourteen days, as I believe 
| td be the case, without that fact having been com- 
municated to the Senate, and without that nomi- 
nation having been submitted to theirapprobation, 
” ° ° . . * 
The Constitution of the United States, among 
other powers which it confers upon the President, 
contains the following: 

** Hle shall have power, by and with the advice and con 
sent of the Senate, to make treaties, provided two thirds 
of the Senators concur; and he shall nominate, and by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint 
ambassadors, other public ministers and consuls, judges 
of the Supreme Court, and all other officers of the United 
States, whose appointments are not herein otherwise pro 
vided for, and which shall be established by law ; but the 
Congress may by law vest the appointment of such inferior 
officers, as they may think proper, in the President alone, 
in the courts of law, or in the heads of Departments.” 

Not only has this appointment to the office of 
Secretary of War not been left by implication to 

y ) ] 
the uncontrolled discretion of the Prestdent; but 
the law creating it expressly declares he shall be 
appointed by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate. The section goes on to state: 

‘The President shall have power to fill up all vacancies 
that may happen during the recess of the Senate, by grant 
ing commissions, which shall expire at the end of their 
next session.”’ 

The only law, I presume, to which the Senator 
from Pennsylvania referred—that of 1795—1s in 
these words 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I understand the honora- 
ble Senator from Louisianais going into a general 
discussion of the question. [ask whether itis 
in order to do so, on a motion to postpone? 

Mr. SLIDELL. I will suggest to the Senator 
from Wisconsin that I am only addressing the 
Senate at the instance of the Senator from Ken- 
tucky. [*Goon.’’] I had supposed that, as this 
was a simple resolution of inquiry, it would be 
passed without opposition from any quarter. I 
think the information is essentially necessary, and 

_ one which the Senate havea right to demand. The 
act of 1795, upon which, as I understand, the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania relies for his authority, 
is in the following words. Am I right in sup- 
posing that is the law? 

Mr. BIGLER. That of 1795. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Here it is: 

An Act to amend the act entitled “ An act making altera- 
tions in the Treasury and War Departments.” 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of ane : 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, coe 
in case of vacancy in the office of Secretary or State, 5 ; 
retary of the Treasury, or of the Secretary of the a 
ment of War, or of any officer of either of the said De or 

| ments, whose appointment is not in the head the : “M4 

| whereby they cannot perform the duties of their said val 
spective offices, it shall be lawful for the President 0! | u 
United States, in case he shall think it necessary, - a 
thorize any person or persons, at his discretion, to )* cri 
the duties of the said respective offices until a —— os 
appointed, or such vacancy be filled: Provided, ig* > 
one vacancy shall be supplied, in manner aforesaid, T° 
longer term than six months. 

Approved February 13, 1799. 
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Tuirty-Sixtu Coneress, 2p Session. 


I think that this latter clause abundantly estab- 
lishes that this discretionary power confided in 
the President to appoint an acting Secretary of 
the Treasury, or of the other Departments, was 
only to be exercised when the Senate was not in 
5 If such were not the case, what would 
be the necessary consequence? 
ered that this power can be exercised during the 
session of the Senate, I again say, what would 
he the consequence? ‘* No vacancy shall be sup- 
plied in the manner aforesaid for a longer term 
than six months.’”’? This session of Congress will 
expire in less than sixty days. Ifthe President 
has the power, without the control of the Senate, 
to make the appointment of an acting Secretary 


session, 


| 
} 
| 


If it be consid- | 


for six months, the individual who is now dis- | 
charging the duties of that office may, if the suc- 


cessor of the present Executive thinks proper to 
retain his services, act as such for four months 
after the adjournment of Congress, without sub- 
mitting his nomination to the Senate. Further 
than that, when that six months shall have ex- 
ired, the President may then nominate another 
:ndividual, whose appointment will be valid, con- 
ferring upon him all the power and responsibility 
of that office, who will hold his office until the 
expiration of the next session of the Senate. The 
consequence of giving aconstruction so monstrous 


as this to the act of 1795, would be to deprive the | 
Senate altogether of its constitutional power to | 


control the Executive in the choice of the officers 
of his Cabinet. I believe it is the first time that 
such a proposition has been seriously asserted. 

| did not intend to make any argument on the 
subject. | have merely responded to the inquiry 
of the Senator from Kentucky, as to what was 
the object of this resolution. We want to know 
who isthe Secretary of War; and if the Sccretary 
of War be really the person whom the public 
prints suppose to be exercising those duties, I say, 
and I say confidently, that that gentleman never 
could have obtained the approbation of this Sen- 
ate. He would not be Seerctary of War, by and 
with the advice of this body. 

Mr. BIGLER. Mr. President,I certainly had 
no idea of any debate on the subject; nor was | 
prepared for it. I looked at the law yesterday, 
when the Senator from Louisiana offered the res- 
olution, and was under the impression that that 
law was conclusive; and now I am by no means 
convinced as to the Senator’s constitutional argu- 
ment. Lshail not attempt to reply to it, but shall 
insist upon tbe adoption of the resolution. That, 
i think, will be necessary now, in order to do 
the President and the Administration justice. It 
would be better to have their reply toit. I have 


no doubt that it will turn out that the question | 


has been thoroughly understood by them, and 
that the President is perfectly satisfied of his 
authority under the law of 1795. 
however, that the Senator from Louisiana is not 
unaware of the difficulties that surround this case, 
ofno ordinary character. It is a very easy mat- 
ter to make appointments under some circum- 


stances, and it is very difficult under others. It | 


isnotalways that you can get men to accepta 
service of this kind, particularly near the close 
of an Administration. It was necessary—it was 
indispensably necessary—that some member of 


the Administration should forthwith assume the | 


duties of the War Department ad interim. ‘That 
was an absolute necessity. The Senator from 
Louisiana may know that there has been no dif- 
ficulty whatever in the way of filling that place 
inthe mean time. Very true, the distinguished 
gentleman who is performing the duties, might 

ave been nominated to the Senate; but, as I un- 
derstand the Senator from Louisiana, that would 
have been, in his judgment, a very injudicious 


selection. Well, sir, it may turn out that, after | 
all, the President of the United States has been | 


doing faithfully and vigilantly the best he could 
on this subject. [am not authorized to speak, 
and do not pretend to know all the facts or par- 
‘culars of this case, but I certainly do know that 
the Senator from Louisiana must be aware of the 
difficulties which have surrounded a selection. 


20 


I will remark, | 


rr 


LL 


SSS 





‘THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY 








FRIDAY, JANUARY 11, 1861. 


on the acting Secretary of War. I think 
because it may involve a departure from the con- 
stitutional provisions and the practice of the Gov- 
ernment. We ought to be strict and exact in all 
our proceedings; but I will not, by my vote, im- 
ply a censure either on the President or the pres- 


| ent acting Secretary of War. 


Mr. PEARCE. I should like to know whether 
any law has been passed on this subject since 
the period of General Jackson’s administration. I 
recollect that during his administration, Mr. B. F. 
Butler, who was Attorney General, acted, I think, 
for an entire session of Congress as Secretary of 
War. Has a law been passed since that period ? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will | 


call the roll. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Allow me to inquire what | 


is the question ? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. On the passage of | 


this resolution. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. 
to postpone some prior order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. By unanimous con- 
sent, the Senate proceeded to consider this reso- 
lution; and the question now is on agreeing to it. 
The yeas and nays have been ordered. 

Mr. POWELL. Ishall vote for the resolution; 
but in doing so, I do not intend to cast any cen- 
sure upon the President or upon the gentleman 
who is acting as Secretary of War ad interim. 
Neither do I wish to be understood as concurring 
in the declaration of the Senator from Louisiana 
that the distinguished gentleman who is acting as 
Seeretary of War ad interim would not be con- 
firmed by this Senate. That is a matter of fact 
that I will not undertake to decide. I will say, 
however, that I believe the actings and doings 
of the gentleman who now acts as Secretary ad 
interim have been very much saliummapniatiel: as 
on a proper occasion I shall be able to show. 


The question being taken by yeas and nays | 


resulted—yeas 35, nays 17; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Baker, Benjamin, Bigler, Bragg, Bright, | 


Clay, Clingman, Collamer, Crittenden, Davis, Dixon, Fes- 


senden, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Foster, Green, Hemp- | 
hill, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, | 


Lane, Latham, Mallory, Nicholson, Polk, Powell, Pugh, 


Rice, Sebastian, Slidell, ‘Ten Eyck, Wigtall, and Yulee— | 


35. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Cameron, Chand- 
ler, Clark, Doolittle, Grimes, Hale, King, Saulsbury, Sew- 
ard, Simmons, Sumner, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, and 
Wilson—17. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint resolu- 


tions of the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Crir- | 
TENDEN] are before the Senate as a special order, | 


and the Senator from Massachusetts is entitled to 
the floor. 

Mr. WILSON. The Senator from Mississippi 
{Mr. Davis] has the floor at one o’clock on the 


President’s message, and is desirous of speaking | 


upon that. I therefore move that this subject be 
postponed until to-morrow at half-past twelve 
o’clock, for the purpose of allowing the Senator 
from Mississippi to go on. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion is to 
postpone the present special order, being the joint 
resolutions offered by the Senator from Kentucky, 
until to-morrow at half-past twelve o’clock. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The resolutions which 
were under consideration yesterday ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I hope they will not 
be postponed. 
equal to it, in point of consequence, before the 
Senate. The country expects us to act on it 
decidedly; and I hope gentlemen will not think it 


or that it shall be any further postponed. 1 || 
, 


ope it will be considered now, to the utter exclu- 
sion of other business. 

Several Senators. There is a special order 
at one o’clock. ‘ 


I thought the motion was | 


What is the motion? | 


1 think there is no subject at all | 
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| Mr. GREEN. I shall vote for the resolution | Mr. CRITTENDEN. I shall move to post 
|| without implying any censure or condemnation || pone that, 

the 1] 
| information which is called for very important, | 


Mr. GREEN. As the Senator from Missis 
SIppi Is not present—and other Senators desire to 


| give him the privilege of making any remarks he 


desires—while we are considering about what 
will be the proper subject to take up in the mean- 
time, if the Senate will indulge me, I desire to 


|| call up a little private bill and pass that. 








| tent; but not to postpone them. 


i 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. I hope the gentleman 
will not insist on that. [am sure he will conem 
in the superior importance of this subject for the 
preservation of the Union. 

Mr. GREEN. I will not press it. 

Mr. WILSON. The Senator from Mississippi 
has the floor at one o’clock, on the President's 
message, and has partly concluded his speech. 
In the situation of his State, 1 do not wish to 
interrupt him. I desire to make some remarks 
upon these resolutions; and I assure the Senator 
from Kentucky that they cannot pass the Senat 
without the most thorough and searching inves- 
tigation from several Senators. I therefore move 
to postpone them until to-morrow, to allow the 
Senator from Mississippi to go on and finish his 
speech upon the President’s message. 

Mr.CRITTENDEN. Iwas notapprised that 
the Senator from Mississippi desired to speak. 
If, in the peculiar situation in which he stands 
here, he desires to occupy the floor, anxious as | 
am to proceed with these resolutions, certainly | 
shall not press them now. 

Mr. DAVIS. I have no particular anxiety to 
speak now. I shall not detain the Senate long. 
I do not think it is probable that I shall require 
more than an hour; and I would as soon take it 
at a later period of the day. I have no desire on 
the subject. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Then, if these resolu- 
tions can be passed by informally, so as to per- 
mit the gentleman to make his remarks, I am con- 
I do not intend 
to consent to any postponement to another day. 

Mr. CAMERON. As there are five minutes 
left of the morning hour devoted to morning busi- 
ness, | hope I shall be allowed to offer a resolu - 
tion. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair wil! 
State to the Senator from Pennsylvania that the 
question before the Senate is the motioa of the 
Senator from Massachusetts, to postpone these 
resolutions until to-morrow at half-past twelve 
o’clock; and if no other motion be made, the 
Chair will put that question. 

Mr. GREEN. What hour? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
o’clock. 

Mr.GREEN. Lhope not. We need the morn- 
ing hour for other business, which is essential to 
the public benefit; and I really think ene o’clock 


Half-past twelve 


| is early enough to take upa general subject re- 


lating to the condition of the country. I propose, 
therefore, to amend the motion by saying one 
o’clock. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved to 
amend the motion by postponing the resolution 
until to-morrow at one o’clock. 

Mr. HUNTER. There is already a special 
order set apart for that hour to-morrow. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There are three or 
four at the same hour. 

Mr. HUNTER. Which would take prece- 
dence? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair cannot 
determine that now. 

Mr.POWELL. Before the motion is put, with 
the consent of the Senator from Massachusetts, 
Ihave three amendments that I propose to’ the 


resolutions offered by my colleague, which | ask 


to have read and printed. 


Mr.GREEN. Let them be printed without 
reading. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Shall they be read, 
or ordered to be printed without being read ? 

Mr. POWELL. I will ask to have them 
printed without reading. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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Che VICE PRESIDENT. The questionnow 


is on the motion of the Senator from Missouri to 
amend the motion of the Senator from Massachu- 
retts to postpone this resolution untifto-morrow 
atore oO’. lox k. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
MESSAGE ON TUE STATE OF THE UNION. 


Mr. GWIN. The unfinished business of yes- 
terday, which was the Pacific railroad bill, will 
come up ina few moments. I move to postpone 


1t and make it the special order for Tuesday next | 


at one o’clock, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair treated 
the amendment of the Senator from Missouri as 
a final proposition. 

Mr. WILSON. It is just as well. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
California moves to postpone the special order— 
the Pacific railroad bill—until Tuesday next, at 
one o'clock. 

Mr. WILSON. 


tor from California that we might take up the 


Pacific railroad bill after the Senator from Mis- | 


sissippi has spoken, if no one wishes to speak on 
the President’s message, and make some progress 
with it to-day. We can have two or three hours 
to devote to it. 
Mr.GWIN. Very well. 
Mississippi in his speech. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


is to be called up, if there be no objection, the 
Chair will call it up now. aenes the Pacific 


ratlroad bill is the only special order before the | 


Senate, but as it seems to be the sense of the Sen- 
ate, the Chair will call up the motion to print the 
President’s message, on which the Senator from 
Mississippi is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, when I took the 
floor yesterday, I intended to engage somewhat 


in the argument which has heretofore prevailed | 
in the Senate upon the great questions of consti- | 


tutional right, which have divided the country 
from the beginning of the Government. 
tended to adduce some evidences, which I thought 
were conclusive, in favor of the opinions which I 
entertain; but events, with a current hurrying on 
as it progresses, have borne me past the point 
where it would be useful for me to argue, by the 
citing of authorities, the question of rights. To- 
day, therefore, itis my purpose to deal with events. 
Abstract argument has become among the things 
that are past. We have to deal now with facts; 
and in order that we may meet those facts and 
apply them to our present condition, it is well to 
inquire what is the state of the country. The Con- 
stitution provides that the President shall, from 
time.to time, communicate information on the state 
of the Union. The message which is now under 
consideration gives us very little, indeed, beyond 
that which the world, less, indeed, than reading 
men generally, knew before it was communicated. 

What, Senators, to-day is the condition of the 
eountry? From every quarter of it comes the 
wailing cry of patriotism pleading for the preser- 
vation of the greatinheritance we derived from our 
fathers. Is there u Senator who does not daily 
receive letters appealing to him to use even the 


small power which one man here possesses to | 


save the rich inheritance our fathers gave us? 
‘Tears now trickling down the stern face of man; 
and those who have bled for the flag of their 
country, and are willing now to die for it, stand 
powerless before the plea that the party about to 
come into power laid down a platform, and that 
come what will, though ruin stare us in the face, 
consistency must be adhered to, even though the 
Government be lost. 

in this state of the case, then, we turn and ask, 
whatisthe character of the Administration? What 


is the executive department doing? What assu- 
rance have we there for the safety of the coun- 


try? But we come back from that inquiry with 
a mournful conviction that feeble hands now hold 


the reins of State; that drivelers are taken in as 


counselors not provided by the Constitution; that 


vacillation is the law; and the policy of this great 
Government is changed with every changing ru- 


mor of the day; nay more, it is changing with 
every new phase of causeless fear. 
of the case, after complications have been intro- 
duced into the question, after we were brought to 


The Senatorfrom | 


I would suggest to the Sena- | 


Let it go over. I | 
did not wish to interfere with the Senator from | 


As it lacks but a | 
minute or two of the time when the special order | 


I in- | 


In this state 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
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the verge of war, after we were hourly expecting 
| by telegraph to learn that the conflict had com- || Is there a man here who dreads that the do 
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| peace of the land, we are told in this last hour that | 
| the question is thrown at the door of Congress, | 
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and here rests the responsibility. 
Had the garrison at Charleston, representing 
the claim of the Government to hold the property 


ina fort there, been called away thirty days, nay, || authentic that we credit them rather than 0; 
|| ten days ago, peace would have spread its pinions || means of infermation—thatcompanies of arti] 
|| are to be quartered in this city to preserve 

| where the laws have heretofore been suprem, 


over this land, and calm negotiation would have 
been the order of the day. Why was it not re- 
called? No reason yet has been offered, save that 
the Government ts bound to preserve its property ; 
and yet look from North to South, from East to 


West, wherever we have constructed forts to de- | 


fend States aguinst a foreign foe, and everywhere 
you find them without a garrison, except at a few 
points where troops are kept for special purposes; 
not to coerce or to threaten a State, but stationed 
in sea-coast fortifications there mercly for the 


purposes of discipline and instruction as artiller- | 


ists. You find all the other forts in the hands of 
fort keepers and ordnance sergeants, and before a 
moral and patriotic people, standing safely there 
as the property of the country. 

I asked in this Senate weeksago ‘* what causcs 
the peril that is now imminent at Fort Moultrie; 
is it the weakness of the garrison?’ and then I 
answered, ‘no, it is its presence, not its weak- 
ness.’’ Had an ordnance sergeant there repre- 
sented the Federal Government; had there been 
no troops, no physical power to protect it, I would 
have pledged my life upon the issue that no ques- 
tionever would have been made as to its seizure. 
Now, notonly there, but elsewhere, we find move- 
ments of troops further to complicate this question, 
and probably to precipitate us upon the issue ofcivil 
war; and worse than all, this Government, repos- 
ing on the consent of the governed; this Govern- 
ment, strong in the affections of the people; this 
Government (I describe itas our fathers made it) is 
now furtively sending troops to occupy positions 
lest **themob’’ should seize them. When before 
in the history of our land was it that a mob could 
resist the sound public opinion of the country? 
When before was it that an unarmed magistrate 
had not the power, by crying, ‘* 1 command the 

eace,’’ to quell a mob in any portion of the land? 
Vet now we find, under cover of night, troops de - 
tached from one position to occupy another. Fort 
Washington, standing in its lonely grandeur, and 
overlooking the home of the Father of his Country, 
near by the place where the ashes of Washington 
repose, built there to prevent a foreign foe from 
coming up the Potomac with armed ships to take 
the capital—Fort Washington is garrisoned by 
marines sent secretly away from the navy-yard 
at Washington. And Fort McHenry, memorable 
in our history as the place where, under bombard- 
ment, the star-spangled banner floated through the 
darkness of night, the point which was conse- 
crated by our national song—Fort McHenry, too, 
has been garrisoned by a detachment of marines, 
sent from this place in an extra train, and sent 
under cover of the night, so that even the mob 
should not know it. 

Senators, the responsibility is thrown at the 
door of Congress. Let us take it. Itis ourduty 
in this last hour to seize the pillars of our Govern- 
ment and uphold them, though we be crushed in 
the fall. Then what is our policy? Are we to 
drift into war? Are we to stand idly by and allow 
war to be precipitated upon the country? Allow 
an officer of the Army to make war? Allow an 
unconfirmed head of a Departnient to make war? 
Allow a general of the Army to make war? Allow 
a President to make war? No, sir. Our fathers 
gave to Congress the power to declare war, and 
even to Congress they gave no power to make war 
upon a State of the Union. It could not have 
been given, except as a power to dissolve the 
Union. When, then, we see, as is evident to the 


whole country, that we are drifting into a war 


between the United Statesand an individual State, 
does it become the Senate to sit listlessly by and 
discuss abstract questions, and read patch-work 
from the opinions of men now mingled with the 
dust? Are we not bound to meet events as they 
come before us, manfully and 
struggle with the difficulties whic 
the country? 

In the message yesterday we were even told 
that the District ef Columbia was in danger. In 


1} 
| 


} 
| 
1| 
| 
| 
1 
i} 
i 
| 
| 
' 


{| 


| armed force? 


Is there one who would no 
to fall with dignity at his station, the re 
tive of a great and ‘peaceful Governme 
than to be protected by armed bands? 
the rumor is—and rumors seem now 


t prefer 
presenta. 
nt, rather 
And yet 
to be so 
her 
lery 
peace 
that this District is to become a camp, by _ 
ing out every able-bodied man within its ‘limits 
to bear arms under the militia law. Are we in. 
vaded? Is there an insurrection? Are there two 
Senators here who would not be willing to eo 
forth asa fife, and put down any resistance which 
showed itself in this District against the Goverp. 
ment of the United States? Is the reproach meant 
against these, my friends from the South, who 
advocate southern rights and State rights? [f so 

it isa base slander. We claim our rights under 
the Constitution; we claim our rights reserved to 
the States; and we seek by no brute force to gain 
any advantage which the law and the Constity- 
tion do not give us. We have never appealed 
to mobs. We have never asked for the Army and 
the Navy to protect us. On the soil of Missis- 
sippi, not the foot of a Federal soldier has heey 
impressed since 1819, when, flying from the yel- 
low fever, they sought refuge within the limits of 
our State; and on the soil of Mississippi there 
breathes not a man who asks for any other pro- 
tection than that which our Constitution gives us, 
that which our strong arms afford, and the brave 
hearts of our people will insure in every con- 
tingency. . 

Senators, we are rapidly drifting into a position 
in which this is to become a Government of the 
Army and Navy; in which the authority of the 
United States is to be maintained, not by law, not 
by constitutional agreement berween the States, 
but by physical force; and will you stand still and 
see this policy consummated ? Will you fold your 
arms, the degenerate descendants of those men 
who proclaimed the eternal principle that govern- 
ment rests on the consent of the governed; and that 
every people have a right to change, modify, or 
abolish a Government when it ceases to answer 
the ends for which it was established, and permit 
this Government imperceptibly to slide fron the 
moorings where it was ary anchored, and 
become a military despotism? It was well said 
by the Senator from New York, whom | do not 
now see in his seat, [Mr.Sewarp,] well said iva 
speech, wherein I found but little to commend, 
that this Union could not be maintained by force, 
and that a Union of force was a despotism. lt 
was a great truth, come from what quarter it may 
That was not the Government instituted by our 
fathers; and against it, so long as I live, with 
heart and hand, I will rebel. 

This brings me to consider a passage in the 
message, which says: 

“7 certainly had no right to make aggressive war upon 
any State; and 1 am perfectly satisfied that the Constiu- 


| tion has wisely withheld that power even from Con- 


triotically to 
now oppress 


gress 3° — 


Very good. 


| “but the right and the duty to use military foree defens- 
ively against those who resist che Federal officers in tie 
execution of their legal functivns, and against those who 
assail the power of the Federal Government, is clear aie 
undeniable.”’ 


Is itso? Where does he get it? Our fathers 
were so jealous of a standing army, that they 
scarcely would permit the organization and main- 
tenance of any army? Where does he get We 
‘clear and undeniable” power to use the force of 
the United States in the manner he there proposes 
To execute a process, troops may Le summoned 
as a posse comitatus; and here, in the history ot 
our Government, it is not to be forgotten that 0 
the earlier, and, as it is frequently said, the ya 
ter days of the Republic—and painfully we '° 
that they were better indeed—a President of the 
United States did not recur to the Army; he _ 
to the people of the United States. V aguely, Sn ' 
confusedly, indeed, did the Senator from se 
nessee [Mr. Jonnson] bring forward the ~ ‘ 
the great man, Washington, as one 1n which ” 
had used a power which, he argued, was ¢ cod 
lent to the coercion of a State; for he sa! eed 

| Washington used the military power aga”s 
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jortion of the people of a State; and why might 
. not as well have used it against the whole 
State? Let me tell that Senator that the case of 
General Washington has no application, as he | 
supposes. It was a case of insurrection within 
the State of Pennsylvania; and the very message | 
from whick he read communicated the fact that 
Governor Mifflin thought tt necessary to call the | 
militia of adjoining States to aid him. President 
Washington coéperated with Governor Mifflin; 
he called the militia of adjoining States to coop- | 
erate with those of Pennsylvania. He used the | 
militia, not as a standing army. It was by the 
consent of the Governor; it was by his advice. [t || 
was not the invasion of theState; it was not the || 
coercion of the State; but it was aiding the State || 
to put down insurrection, and in the very manner || 
provided for in the Constitution itself. _ || 
But, | ask again, what power has the Presi- | 

| 

' 


\\ 
ht 


dent to use the Army and the Navy except to 
execute process? Are we to have drum-head 
courts substituted for those which the Constitu- 
tion and laws provide? Are we to have sergeants 
sent over the teoe instead of civil magistrates ? 
Not so thought the elder Adams; and here, in 
passing, | will pay him a tribute he deserves, as 
the one to whom, more than any other man among 
the early founders of this Government, credit is 
due for the military principles which prevail in its 
organizauon. Associated with bie dntheceneri- 
ginally,in preparing the rules and articles of war, 
Mr. Adams reverted through the long pages of | 
history back to-the empire of Rome, and drew 
from that foundation the very rules and articles || 





of war which govern in eur country to-day, and || 
drew them thence because he said they had brought || 
two nations to the pinnacle of glory—referring to | 
the Romans and the Britons, whose military law 
was borrowed from them. Mr. Adams, how- 
ever, when an insurrection occurred in the same 
State of Pennsylvania, not only relied upon the 
militia, but his orders, through Secretary Mc- 
Henry, required that the militia of the vicinage 
should be employed; and, though he did order 
mounted troops from Philadelphia, he required 
the militia of i northern counties to beemployed 
as long as they were able to execute the laws; 
and the orders given to Colonel McPherson, then 
in New Jersey, were, that Federal troops should || 
not go across the Jersey line except in the last || 
resort. I say, then, when we trace our histor 
to its early foundation, under the first two Presi- 1 
dents of the United States, we find that this idea of || 
using the Army and the Navy to execute the laws | 
at the discretion of the President, was one not |! 
even entertained, still less acted upon, in any case. || 
Then, Senators, we are brought to consider || 
pussing events. A little garrison in the harbor | 
of Charleston now occupies a post which, | am 
sorry to say, it gained by the perfidious breach of || 
an understanding between the parties concerned; || 


and here, that | may do justice to one who had || 
not the power on this floor, at least, to right him- | 
seli—who has no friend here to represent him—let || 
me say that remark does not apply to Major An- || 
derson; for | hoid that, though his orders were || 
not so designed, as I am assured, they did em- || 
power him to go from one post to another, and || 
to take his choice of the posts in the harbor of 
Charleston; but, in so doing, he committed an act 
of hostility. When he dismantled Fort Moultrie, 
when he burned the carriages and spiked the guns 
bearing upon Fort Sumter, he put Carolina in the | 
altitude of an enemy of the United States; and 
yethe has not shown any just cause for appre- | 
lension. Wague rumors had reached him—and 
causeless fear seems now to, be the impelling mo- | 
uve of every public act—vague rumors of an in- 
tention to take Fort Moultrie. But, sir, a soldier | 
should be confronted by an overpowering force | 
before he spikes his guns and burns his carriages. 
A soldier should be confronted by a publicenemy || 
before he destroys the property of the United || 
States lest it should fall into the hands of such | 
an enemy. Was that fort built to make war upon || 
Carolina? ‘Was an armament put into it for such || 
“purpose? Or was it built for the protection of || 
Charleston harbor; and was it armed to make | 
‘iat protection complete? If so, what right had 
ny soldier to destroy that armament lest it should 
fall into the hands of Carolina? 
ae tume since I presented to the Senate res- | 
a 08 which embodied my views upon this | 

ject, drawing from ihe Constitution itself the | 
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| invoked the attention of the Senate in that form 


' common Treasury, to which every State contrib- 


| which they were erected whenever they are gar- 


| State; we are told that the power does not exist 


| a very harmless power in the hands of the Presi- 


| of a garrison within a State where it needs no de- 


| step towards peace, one long stride towards the 


| paper, for diplomacy is said to abhor certainty, | 


| ernment must empower me with physical means 


| aright. 


| No countervailing proposition is presented; no 
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dataon which I based those resolutions. I then | 


to the question as to whether garrisons should be 
kept within a State against the consent of that 
State. Clear was I then, as I am now, in my 
conclusion. No garrison should be kept within 


| a State during a time of peace, if the State be- | 


lieves the presence of that garrison to be either | 
offensive or dangerous. Our Army is maintained 
for common defense; our forts are built out of the 


utes; and they are perverted from the purpose for 


risoned with a view to threaten, to intimidate, or 
to control a State in any respect. 
Yet we are told this is no purpose to coerce a | 


to coerce a State; but the Senator from Tennessee 
{[Mr. Jounson] says it is only a power to coerce | 
individuals; and the Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
Wane] seems to look upon this latter power as 


dent, though such coercion would be to destroy 
the State. WhatisaState? Isit land and houses? 
Is it taxable property? Is it the organization of 
thelocal government? Or isit all these combined, 
with the people who possess them ? 
people, and yet not make war upon the State! To | 
state the proposition is to answer it, by reason of 
its very absurdity. It is like making desolation, | 
and calling it peace. 

There being, as it is admitted on every hand, 
no power to coerce a State, I ask whatis the use 


fense? The answer from every candid mind must 
be, there is none. ‘The answer from every patri- 
otic breast must be, peace requires, under all such 
circumstances, that the garrison should be with- 
drawn. Let the Senate to-day, as the respons- 
ibility is thrown at our door, pass those resolu- 
tions, or others which better express the idea | 
contained in them, and you have taken one long 


preservation of the Government of our fathers. | 


The President’s message of December, how- || 


ever, had all the characteristics of a diplomatic 


as nature abhors a vacuum; and it was not within | 
the power of man to reach any fixed conclusion 
from thatmessage. When the country was agi- 
tated, when opinions were being formed, when 
we are drifting beyond the power ever to return, 
this was not what we had a right to expect from | 
the Chief Magistrate. One policy or the other | 
he oughtto have taken. Ifa federalist, if believ- 
ing this to be a Government of force, if believing 
it to be a consolidated mass and not a confedera- 
tion of States, he should have said: no State has 
aright to secede; every State is subordinate to 
the Federal Government, and the Federal Gov- 


to reduce to subjugation the State asserting such 
If not, if a State-rights man and a Dem- 
ocrat—as for many years ithas been my pride to 
acknowledge our venerable Chief Magistrate to be 
—then another line of policy should have been 
tuken. The Constitution gave no power to the Fed- 
eral Government to coerce a State; the Constitu- 
tion gave an army for the purposes of common de- 
fense, and to preserve domestie tranquillity; but 
the Constitution never contemplated using that 
army against a State. A State exercising the 
sovereign function of secession is beyond the 
reach of the Federal Government, unless we woo 
her with the voice of fraternity, and bring her back 
to the enticements of affection. One policy or | 
the other should have been taken; and it is not 
for me to say which, though my opinion is well 
known; but one policy or the other should have 
been pursued. He should have brought his 





opinion to one conclusion or another, and to-day || 


our country would have been safer than it is. 
What is the message before us? Does it ben- | 
efit the case? Is there a solution offered here? 
We are informed in it of propositions made by | 
commissioners from South Secale, We are | 
' 


not informed even as to how they terminated. || 


| suggestion is made. Weare left drifting loosely, 


without chart or compass. 

There is, in our recent history, however, an 
event which might have suggested a policy to be 
pursued. When foreigners, having vo citizen- | 
ship within the United States, declared war against | 
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it, and made war upon it; when the inhabitants 
ofa Territory disgraced by institutions offensive 
to the law of every State of the Union held this 
attitude of rebellion; when the Executive there 
had power to use troops, he first sent commis- 
stoners of peace to win them back to their duty. 
When South Carolina, a sovereign Siate, resumes 
the grants she had delegated; when South Caro- 
lina stands in an attitude which threatens within 
a short period toinvolve the country in a civil war, 
| unless the policy of the Government be changed 
|} —no suggestion is made to us that this Gov rn- 
| ment might send commissioners to her; no sugeres~ 
tion is made to us that better information should 
| be sought; there is no policy of peace, but we are 
told the Army and the Navy are in the hands of 
' the President of the United States, to be used 
against those who assail the power of the Federal 
Government. 

Then, my friends, are we to allow events to 
drift onward to this fatalconsummation? Are we 
to do nothing to restore peace? Shall we not, in 
addition to the proposition | have already made, 
to withdraw the force which complicates the ques- 
tion, send commissioners there in order that we 
may learn what this community desire, what this 
community will do, and put the two Governments 


|| upon friendly relations? 


I will not weary the Senate by going over the 
argument of coercion. My friend from Ohio, 
{Mr. Pucu,] 1 may say, has exhausted the sub- 
ject. I thank him, because itcame appropriately 
from one not identified by his position with South 
Carolina. Itcame more effectively from him than 
it would have done from me, had I (as I have 
| not) a pewer to present itas forcibly as he has 
| done. Sirs, let me say, among the painful reflec- 
| tions which have crowded upon me by day and 
| by night, none have weighed more heavily upon 
| my heart than the reflection that our separation 
severs the tics which have so long bound us to 
our northern friends, of whom we are glad to 
recognize the Senator as a type. 

Now let us return a moment to consider what 
| would have been the state of the case if the gar- 
rison at Charleston had been withdrawn. ‘The 
fort would have stood there—not dismantled, but 
unoccupied. [t would have stood there in the 
| hands of an ordnance sergeant. Commissioners 
would have come to treat of all questions with 
| the Federal Government, of these forts as well as 
| others. They would have remained there to an- 
_swer the ends for which they were constructed— 
| the ends of defense. If South Carolina was an 

independent State, then she might hold to us such 
)arelation as Rhode Island held the dissolution 
| of the Confederation and before the formation 
,of the Union, when Rhode Island appealed to 
| the sympathies existing between the States con- 
| nected in the struggles of the Revolution, and 
| asked thata commercial war should not be waged 
upon her. These forts would have stood there 





|| then to cover the harbor of a friendly State; and 
| if the feeling which once existed among the pco- 


ple of the States had subsisted still, and that fort 

iad been attacked, brave men from every section 
would have rushed to the rescue, and there im- 
periled their lives in the defense of a State iden- 
| tified with their early history, and still associated 
in their breasts with affection; and the first act of 
this time would have been one appealing to every 
| generous motive of those people again to recon- 
sider the question of how we could live together, 
and through that bloody ordeal to have brought 
us into the position in which our fathers left us. 
There could have been no collision; there could 
have been no question of property which that 
State was not ready to meet. If it was a ques- 
| tion of dollars and cents, they came here to ent 
it. If it was a question of covering an interior 
State, their interests were identical. In whatever 
way the question could have been presented, the 
| consequence would have been to relieve the Gov- 
ernment of the charge of maintaining the fort, and 
to throw it upon the State which had resolved to 
be independent. 

Thus we see that no evil could have resulted. 
| We have yet to learn what evil the opposite policy 
_may bring. Telegraphic intelligence, by the man 

who occupied the seat on the right of me in the 
old Chamber, was never relied on. He was the 
| wisest man | ever knew—a man whose proplictic 
| vision foretold all the trials through which we are 
| now passing; whose clear intellect elaborating 
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everything, borrowing nothing from anybody, 
seemed to dive into the future, and to unvail those 
things which are hidden to othereyes. Need I say 
Iimean Calhoun? No other man than he would 
have answered this description. I say, then, not 
relying upon telegraphic dispatches, we still have 
information enough to notly us that we are on 
the verge of civil war; that civil war is in the 
liands of men irresponsible, as it seems to us; 
theiracts unknown to us; their discretion not cov- 
ered by any existing law or usage; and we now 
have the responsibility thrown upon us, which 
justifies us in demanding information to meet an 
emergency in which the country is involved. 
is there any point of pride which prevents us 
from withdrawing that garrison? I have heard 
it said by a gallant gentleman, to whom I make 
no special reference, that the great objection was 
an unwillingness to lower the flag. To lower 
the flag! Under what circumstances? Does any 
man’s courage impel him to stand boldly forth to 
take the life of his brethren? Does any man in- 
sist upon going upon the open field with deadly 
weapons to fight his brother on a question of 
courage? ‘Thereisno pointof pride. These are 
your brethren; and they have shed as much glory 
upon that flag as any equal number of men in the 
Union. They are the men, and that is the local- 
ity, where the first Union flag was unfurled, and 
where was fought a gallant battle before our inde- 
pendence was declared—notthe flag with thirteen 
stripes and thirty-three stars, but a flag with a 
cross of St. George, and the long stripes running 
through it. When the gallant Moultrie took the 
sritish Fort Johnson, and carried it, for the first 
time, | believe, did the Union flag fly in the air; 
and that was in October, 1775. When he took 
the position and threw up a temporary battery 
with palmetto logs and sand, upon the site called 
Fort Moultrie, that fort was assailed by the Brit- 
ish fleet, and bombarded until the old logs, cling- 
ing with stern tenacity to the enemy that assailed 
them, were filled with balls, the flag sull floated 
there, and, though many bl-d, the garrison con- 
quered, ‘Those old logs are gone; the eroding 
current is even taking away the site where Fort 
Moultrie stood; the gallant men who held it, now 
mingle with the earth; but their memories live in 
the hearts of a gallant people, and their sons yet 
live, and they, like their fathers, are ready to 
bleed and to die for the cause in which their fath- 
ers trumphed, Glorious are the memories cling- 


ing around that old fort which now, for the first | 


tine, bas been abandoned—abandoned not even 
in the presence of a foe, but under the imagin- 


ines that a foe might come; and guns spiked and | 


carriages burned where the band of Moultrie bled, 


and, with an insufficient armament, repelled the 


common foe of all the colonies. Her ancient his- 
tory compares proudly with the present. 

Can there, then, be a point of pride upon so 
sacred asoil as this, where the blood of the fathers 
cries to Heaven against civil war? Can there be 
a point of pride against laying upon that sacred 
soil to-day the flag for which our fathers died? 
My pride, Senators, is different. My pride is that 


that flag shall not set between contending broth- | 
ers; and that, when it shall no longer be thecom- 


mon flag of the country, it shall be folded up and 
Jaid away like a vesture no longer used; that it 


shall be kept as a sacred memento of the past, | 


te which each of us can make a pilgrimage, and 
remember the glorious days in which we were 
born. 

ln the answer of the commissioners, which I 


caused to be read yesterday, I observed that they || 


referred to Fort Sumter as remaining a memento of 
Carolina faith. tis an instance of the accuracy of 
the opinion which I have expressed. It stood with- 
outa garrison. Itcommanded the harbor, and the 
fort was known to have the armament in it ca- 

able of defense. Did the Carolinians attack it? 

id they propose to seize it? It stood there safe 
as public property; and there it might have stood 
to the end of the negotiations withouta question, 
if a garrison had not been sent intoit. It was the 
faith on which they relied, that the Federal Gov- 
ernment would take no position of hostility to 
them, that constituted its safety, and by which 
they lost the advantage they would have had in 
seizing it when unoccupied. 
thing is due to faith as well as fraternity; and I 
think one of the increasing and accumulative ob- 
ligations upon us to withdraw the garrison from 
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that fort is from the manner in which it was taken 
—taken, as we heard by the reading of the paper 
yesterday, while Carolina remained under the as- 
surance thatthe status would not be violated; while 
I was under that assurance, and half adozen other 
Senators now within the sound of my voice felt 
secure under the same pledge, that nothing would 
be done until negotiations had terminated, unless 
it was to withdraw the garrison. Then we, the 


Federal Government, broke the faith; we com- | 


mitted the first act of hostility; and from this first 
act of hostility arose all those acts to which refer- 
ence is made in the message as unprovoked ag- 


gressions—the seizing of forts elsewhere. Why | 


were they seized? Self-preservation is the first law 
of nature; and when they no longer had confi- 
dence that this Federal Government would not 
seize the forts constructed for their defense, and 
use them for their destruction, they only obeyed 


the dictates of self-preservation when they seized | 


the forts to prevent the enemy from taking pos- 
session of them as a means of coercion, for the 


then were compelled to believe this Federal Gov- || 


ernment had become an enemy. 

Now, what is the remedy? To assure them 
that you do notintend to use physical force against 
them is your first remedy; to assure them that 
you intend to consider calmly all the propositions 
which they make, and to recognize the rights 


which the Union was established to secure; that | 


you intend to settle with them upon a basis in ac- 
cordance with the Declaration of Independence and 


the Constitution of the United States. When you | 


do that, peace will prevail over the land, and force 
become athing thatno man willconsider necessary. 

I am here confronted with a question which I 
will not argue. The position which I have taken 


necessarily brings me to its consideration. With- || 


out arguing it, | will merely state it. It is the 


right of a State to withdraw from the Union. The || 


President says itis not a constitutional right. The 
Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Wane,] and his ally, 
the Senator from Tennessee, argued it as no right 
atall. Well, let us sce. What is meant by a 
consututional right? Is it meant to be a right 
derived from the Constitution—a grant made in 
the Constitution ? 


that way. 
tional right, because it is not granted in the Con- 
stitution? ‘That shows, indeed, but a poor appre- 
ciation of the nature of our Government. All 
that is not granted in the Constitution belongs to 
the States; and nothing but what is granted in the 
Constitution belongs to the Federal Government; 
and keeping this distinction in view, it requires 
but little argument to see the conclusion at which 
we necessarily arrive. Did the States surrender 
their sovereignty to the Federal Government? 
Did the States agree that they never could with- 
draw from the Federal Union? 

I know it has been argued here, that the Con- 
federation said the Articles of Confederation were 
to be a perpetual bond of Union, and that the 
Constitution was made to form a more perfect 
Union; that is to say, a Government beyond per- 
petuity, or one day, or two or three days after 
doomsday. But that has no foundation in the 


Constitution itself; it has no basis in the nature of | 


our Government. “The Constitution wasacompact 
between independent States; it was nota national 
Government; and hence Mr. Madison answered 
with such effeetiveness to Patrick Henry, in the 
convention of Virginia, which ratified the Consti- 
tution, denying his proposition that it was to form 
anation, and stating to him the conclusive fact, that 
** we sit here as a convention of the State to ratify 
or reject that Constitution; and how then can you 
say that it forms a nation, and is adopted by the 
mass of the people?’’ It was not adopted by 
the mass of the people, as we all know, histor- 
ically; it was adopted by each State; each State 
voluntarily ratifying it, entered the Union; and 


|, that Union was formed whenever nine States 


I think that some- | 


il 


should enter it; and in abundance of caution, it 
was stated in the resolutions of ratification of three 
of the States, that they still possessed the power 


to withdraw the grants which they had delegated, | 


whenever they should be used to their injury or 
oppression. I know it is said that this meant the 


people of all the States; but that is sach an ab- | 
Sgraity that I suppose it hardiy necessary to an- | 
| swer it; or to speak of an elective government | 
rendering itself injurious and oppressive to the 


|| the people of the other States would do. y 


If that is what is meant, of | 
course we all see at once we do not derive it in | 
Is it intended that it is not a constitu- || 
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whole body of the people by whom it is elected 
is such an absurdity, that io man ean beliey, 


. ; * Ht; 
and to suppose that a State convention, speaking 
for a State, having no authority to speak for anv. 


body else, would say that it Was declarine w! 


: ould 
be an assumption altogether derogatory to the 
|| sound sense and well-known sentiments of 4), 
|, men whe formed the Constitution and ratified jt. 
But in abundance of caution not only was th; 

done, but the tenth amendment of the Cons: 
tion declared that all which had not been delooaso 
was reserved to the States or to the people. Now 

I ask where among the delegated grants to +), 
| Federal Government do you find any power to 
|| coerce a State; where among the provisions of 

the Constitution do you find any prohibition on 
| the part of a State to withdraw; and if you find 
neither one nor the other, must not this power be 
in that great depository, the reserved rights of the 
States? How was it ever taken out of that source 
of all power to the Federal Government? It was 
not delegated to the Federal Government: it was 
| not prohibited to the States; it necessarily remains, 

then, among the reserved powers of the States. 
| This question has been so forcibly argued by 
| the Senator from Louisiana, {Mr. Bensamin,) that 
_ I think it unnecessary to pursue it. Three times 
'| the proposition yas made to give power to coerce 
a State, in the convention, and as often refused: 
|| opposed as a proposition to make war ona State, 
|, and refused on the ground that the Federal 
Government could not make war upon a State. 
|| The Constitution was to form a Government for 
|| such States as should unite; it had no application 
|, beyond those who should voluntarily adopt it. 
| Among the delegated powers there is none which 
interferes with the exercise of the right of seces- 
|| sion by a State. Asa right of sovereignty it re- 
mained to the States under the Confederation; and 
|| if it did not, youarraign the faith of the men who 
| framed the Constitution to which you appeal, for 
| they provided that nine States could secede {rn 

thirteen. Eleven did secede from the thirteen, 
||} and put themselves in the very position which, 
| by a great abuse of language, is to-day called 

yag ge, ’ 

treason, against the two States of North Carolina 
and Rhode Island, they still claiming to adhere to 
the perpetual Articles of Confederation, these 
eleven States absolving themselves from the obli- 
|| gations which arose under them. 
The Senator from Tennessee, to whom I must 
|| refer again—and I do so because he is a southern 
| Senator—taking the most hostile ground against 
| us, refers to the State of Tennessee, and points 
to the time when that State may do those things 
which he has declared it an absurdity for any 
| Stateto perform. 1 will read a single paragrap) 
|| from his speech, showing what his language js, 
in order that I may not, by any possibility, pro- 
duce an impression upon others which his lan- 
guage does not justify. Here are the expressions 
to which I refer. I call the Senator’s attention to 
them: 

“If there are grievances, why cannot we all go together, 
and write them down, and point them out to our northern 
| friends after we have agreed on what those grievances 
were, and say, ‘here is what we demand; here our wrongs 
| are enumerated; upon these terms we have agreed ; aud 
now, after we have given you a reasonable time to consider 
these additional guarantees in order to protect ourselves 
against these wrongs, if you refuse them, then, having mad 
| an honorable effort—having exhausted all other means 
we may declare the association to be broken up, and we 
may go intoan act of revolution ?? We canthen say to them, 
‘you have refused to give us guarantees that we think ar 
needed for the protection of our institutions and for the pro 
tection of our other interests.’ When they do this, I will 
go as far as he who goes the furthest.” 

Now, it does appear that he will go that far; 
and he goes a little further than anybody, I be- 
lieve, who has spoken in vindication of the right, 
for he says: 

“ We do not intend that you shall drive us out of this 

house that was reared by the hands ofour fathers. It is ou! 
house. Itis the constitutional house. We have 2 right 
here , and because you come forward and violate the ord! 
nances of this house, | do not intend to go out; and if you 
|| persist in the violation of the ordinances of the house, We 
|| intend to eject you from the building and retain the poss*s 
sion ourselves.”’ 
| wonder if this is what caused the artillery. 
| companies to be ordered here, and the militia of 
| 
| 
| 
i 


| 
i 
| 
| 











this city to be organized. I think it was a mer’ 
figure of speech. Ido not believe the Senator 
fromm Tennessee intended to kick you out o! the 
house: and if he did, let me say to you, !" al 
sincerity, we who claim the constitutiona! right 
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of a State to withdraw from the Union, do not 
intend to help him. He says, however, and this 
softens it a little: 


« We do not think, though, that we have just cause for 
wine out of the Union now. We have just cause of com- 
it; but we aré for remaining in the Union, and fighting 
battle like men.”? 


What does that mean? In the name of com- 
mon sense, | ask how are we to fight in the 
Union? We take an oath of office to maintain 
the Constitution of the United States. The Con- 
stitution of the United States was formed for do- 
mesic tranquillity; and how, then, are we to fight 
in the Union? | have heard the proposition from 
others: but L have not understood it. 1 under- 
stand how men fight when they assume attitudes 
of hostility; but L do not andsianash how men 


remaining connected together in a bond as breth- | 
ren, sworn to mutual aid and protection, still pro- | 


pose to fight each other. I do not understand 
what the Senator means. 


my question, | am willing to hear him, for I do 


If he chooses to answer | 


not understand how we are to fight in the Union. | 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. When my 
speech is taken altogether, | think my meaning 
can be very easily understood. What [ mean by 
fighting the battle in the Union, is, 1 think, very 
distinetly and clearly set forth in my speech; and 
if the Senator will take it from beginning to end, 
J apprehend that he will have no difficulty in as- 
certaining whatl meant. But, for his gratification 
upon this particular point, L will repeat, in sub- 
stance, What I then said as to fighting the battle 
inthe Union. I meant that we should remain 
here under the Constitution of the United States, 


and contend for ali its guarantees; and by pre- | 


serving the Constitution and all its guarantees we 
would preserve the Union. Our true place to 
maintain these guarantees, and to preserve the 
Constitution, is in the Union, there to fight our 
battle. How? By argument; by appeals to the 
patriotism, to the good sense, and to the judgment 
of the whole country; by showing the people that 
the Constitution had been violated; that all its 
guarantees were not complied with; and | have 
entertained the hope that when they were pos- 
sessed of that fact, there would be found patriot- 
ism and honesty enough in the great mass of the 
people, north and south, to come forward and do 
what was just and right between the contending 
secuons of the country. I meant that the true 
vay to fight the battle was for us to remain here 


| But it is a 


Mr. DAVIS. I receive the answer from the 
Senator, and | think I comprehend now that he 
is not going to use any force, but itis a sort of 
fighting that is to be done by votes and words; 
and | think, therefore, the President need not 
bring artillery and order out the militia to sup- 
press them. I think, altogether, we are not in 
danger of much bloodshed in the mode proposed 
by the Senator from ‘Tennessee. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I 
quite done; but if the Senator is satisfied 

Mr. DAVIS. Quite satisfied. 


satisfied that the answer of the Senator shows 


had 


hot 





1 am entirely 


me he did not intend to fight at all; that it was | 
| a mere figure of speech, and does not justify con- 


verting the Federal capital into a military camp. 
sort of revolution whieh he pro- 
poses; itis a revolution under the forms of the 
Government. Now, | have to say, once for all, 
that, as long as Lama Senator here, I will not 
use the powers | possess to destroy the very Gov- 
ernment to which I am accredited. | will not at- 


tempt, in the language of the Senator, to handcuff 


the President. 1 will not attempt to destroy the 


| Administration by refusing any officers to admin- 


ister its functions. Ishould vote,as I have done 
to Administrations to which I stood in nearest 


relation, against a bad nomination; but I never | 
would agree, under the forms of the Constitution, 


and with the powers I bear as a Senator of the 
United States, to turn those powers to the destruc- 


|| tlon of the Government 1 was sworn to support. 


l leave that to gentlemen who take the oath with 
a mental reservation. It isnot my policy. Ifl 


| must have revolution, I say let it be a revolution 
| such as our fathers made when they were denied 
| their natural rights. 


So much for that. It has quieted apprehension; 


|| and I hope that the artillery will not be brought 
| here; that the militia will not be called out; and 


and occupy the places assigned to us by the Con- | 


stitution of the country. Why did I make that 
statement? It was because, on the 4th day of 
March next, we shall have six majority in this 


body; and if, as some apprehended, the incoming | 


Adininistration shall show any disposition to 
make encroachments upon the institution of sla- 
very, encroachments upon the rights of the States, 
or any other violation of the Constitution, we, 
by remaining in the Union, and standing at our 
places, will have the power to resist all these en- 
croachments. How? We have the power even 
to reject the appointment of the Cabinet officers 
of the incoming President. Then, should we not 
be fighting the battle in the Union, by resisting 
even the organization of the Administration ina 
constitutional mode; and thus, at the very start, 
disable an Administration which was likely to 
encroach on our rights and to violate the Consti- 
tution of the country? So far as appointing even 
a minister abroad is concerned, the incoming Ad- 
ministration will have no power without our con- 
sent, if we remain here. It comes into office hand- 
cuffed, powerless todo harm. We, standing here, 


hold the balance of power in our hands; we can 


resist it at the very threshold effectually; and do 
it inside of the Union, and in our house. 


The | 


incoming Administration has not even the power | 


to appoint a postmaster whose salary exceeds 


$1,000 a year, without consultation with, and the | 


The President has not even the power to draw 
48 salary—his $25,000 per annum—unless we 
appropriate it. £ contend, then, that the true 
place to fight the battle is in the Union, and within 
the provisions of the Constitution. The Army 
and Navy cannot be sustained without appropria- 
tons by Congress; and if we were apprehensive 
that encroachments would be made on the south- 
ern States and on their institutions, in violation’ 
- the Constitution, we could prevent him from 


that the female schools will continue theirsessions 


| asheretofore. [Laughter.] The authority of Mr. 


Madison, however, was relied on by the Senator 
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that they might possess those inalienable rights 
which they had declared—terminated their great 
efforts by transmitting posterity to a condition in 
which they could only gain those rights by force? 
If so, the blood of the Revolution was shed in 
vain; ho great principles were established ; for force 
was the law of nature before the battles of the 
Revolution were fought. 


. } p o ; 
lL see, then—if gentlemen Insist on using the 


word * revolution ’’ in the sense of a resort to 


| forcee—a very great difference between their opin- 


ion and that of Mr. Madison. Mr. Madison put 
the rights of the people over and above everything 
else; and he said this was the Government de jure 
and de facto. Call it what name you will, he 
understood ours to be a Government of the peo- 


| ple. ‘The people never have separated themselves 


from those rights which our fathers had declared 
to be inalienable. They did not delegate to the 


Federal Government the powers which the British 


| Crown exercised over the colonies; they did not 
/achieve their independence for any purpose so 


low as that. They left us to the inheritance of 
freemen, living in independent communities, the 
States united for the purposes which they thought 
would bless posterity. It is in the exercise of 
this reserved right as defined by Mr. Madison, 
as one to which all the powers of Government are 
subject, that the people of a State in convention 
have claimed to résume the funetions which in 
like manner they had made to the Federal Gov- 
ernment, 

L pass from the argument of this question, which 


| L have previously said [I did not intend to enter 
| into at large, to ask, why is the right denied? It 
| is partof the history of our times, itis part of the 


condition of the country, that the right is denied, 
because this conflict between sections, in which 
one was struggling for domination, the other for 
existence, has been brought to the point where the 
dominant section Insists that it will hold the other 


| for its purposes; where it claims that we shall not 


i from ‘Tennessee; and he read fairly an extract || 


other clective and 


they declared as an malienable right the power of 
| the people to abrogate and modify their form of 


destroys his whole argument. 


from Mr. Madison’s letter to Mr. Webster, and 
I give him credit for reading what it seems to me 
It is this clause: 
“The powers of the Government being exercised, as in 
responsible Governments, under the 
control of its constituents, the people, and the Legisla 


tures of the States, and subject to the revolutionary rights 
of the people in extreme cases.” 


Now, sir, we are confusing language very much. 


Men speak of revolution; and when they say rev- 


olution, they mean blood. Our fathers meant 
nothing of the sort. When they spoke of revolu- 
tion, they spoke of an inalienable right. When 


Government whenever it did not answer the ends 
for which it was established, they did not mean 
that they were to sustain that by brute force. 
They meant that it was a right; and foree could 


| only be invoked when that right was wrongfully 


| denied. 


Great Britain denied the right in the ease 
of the colonies; and therefore our revolution for 
independence was bloody. If Great Britain had 


| admitted the great American doctrine, there would 


have been no blood shed; and does it become the 
descendants of those who proclaimed this as the 
great principle on which they took their place 
among the nations of the earth, now to proclaim, 
if that isa right, it is one which you can only get 


as the subjects of the Emperor of Austria may get | 
| their rights, by force overcoming force ? 


| in this age of civilization and political progress, 
| when political philosophy had advanced to the 
| point which seemed to render it possible that the 


millennium should now be seen by prophetic eyes; 
are we now to roll back the whole current of hu- 
man thought, and again to return to the mere brute 


| force which prevails between beasts of prey, as the 
acquiescence of, the Senate of the United States. || 


only method of settling questions between men? 


Are we, | 


If the Declaration of Independence be true, | 
’ 


(and who here gainsays it?) every community 


may dissolve its connection with any other com- | 
munity previously made, and have no other obli- 


gation than that which results from the breach of 


_ any alliance between States. Isit to be supposed; 


could any man reasoning a priori come to the con- 
clusion that the men who fought the battles of the 
Revolution for community independence—that 


| the men who struggled against the then greatest | 
‘aving a dollar even to feed his Army orhis Navy. || military Power on the face of the globe in order || and fugitives. 


go in peace, nor remain with our rights; and if the 
attempt be made to hold that position by force, we 
accept the wager of battle. 

Mississippi, in her brief history, claims to have 


| shown at Pensacola and New Orleans something 


of the spirit of the freemen who achieved our in- 
dependence. I was reared in a county where, 
when the soil of a neighboring State was invaded 
by a powerful foe, the draft was who should stay 


| at home, not who should go. 1 also have the sat- 


isfuction to know that the present generation have 


_ not derogated from the history of those who went 


before it. From many a bloody field, both in for- 
eign and Indian war, has ascended the proud spirit 
of a Mississippian enshrined in glory, whenco 
they look down upon us to vindicate the honorable 
fame of our State; and every heart beats true to 
the impulse of pride and the dictate of duty. If 
this right were admitted, we should have less 
cause to exercise it than we have. If admitted, 
there would be less danger from a dominant sec- 
tion than there is; there would be less tendency 
to use power, when it was acquired, to the injury 
of others. The denial of the right is a grievance 


inflicted on all who fear that power will be used for 


| arg¢ression. 


The concession of the right might 


delay its exercise; and at the same time would 


restrain the dominant section from abusing its 
power soas to drive others to resort to it. Whiy 


| 1s the right denied? Itis an impractical question 


| and what is the use of arguing their right? 


at best. If you take us out of the history of our 
country, throw us into a broad discussion of the 
natural rights of man, we may answer by the facts 
which are being enacted. States have gone out; 
The 


only questions which remain are for yourselves: 


| first, have you the right to coerce them back ? and 


secondly, have you the power? 
My friend from Louisiana, in closing his re- 


| marks, referred to the disastrous scenes which 


might be occasioned by the invasion of the South. 
He did not offer the other side of the picture; and 
yet I have seen that, in northern papers, he has 
been criticised for saying even what he did. There 
is, however, another side tothe picture. Anarmy 
with banners would do but little evo in marching 
through a country of plantations. They would 
have but little power to subsist themsclves in a 
sparsely settled region. They would find it hard 
to feed the army with which they invaded, and 
would have no power to bring away prisoners 
{ow stands it on the other side? 
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In a country of populous cities, of manufacturing | 


towns, where population is gathered from the 
country into towns and villages, the torch and 
sword can do their work with dreadful havoc, and 
starving millions would weep at the stupidity of 
those who had precipitated them into so sad a 
policy. : 

We do not desire these things. 
the injury of any one. We seck not to disturb 
your prosperity. We,atleast to a great extent, 
have from time to time looked to our agricultural 
labor as that to which we prefer to adhere. We 
have seen, in the diversity of the oceupations of 
the States, the bond of Union. 
in Lape spin $08 
ales, and purchased your manufactured articles. 
Vc have used your ships for the purpose of trans- 
port and navigation. We have gloried in the ex- 


We seck not 


We have rejoiced 
We have sent you our sta- 


TH 





The question which now presents itself to the 
country is, what shall we do with events as they 


stand? Shall we allow this separation to be total ? | 
Shall we render it peaceful, with a view to the | 
ehance that when hunger shall brighten the intel- | 
lects of men, and the teachings of hard experience | 


shall have tamed them, they may come back, 
in the spirit of our fathers, to the task of recon- 
struction? Or will they have that separation par- 


| tial; will they give to each State all its military 


tension of American commerce everywhere; have | 


felt proud as yourselves in every achievement you 
ont in art, on every sea that you carried your 
flag in regions to which it had hitherto not been 
borne; and, if we must leave you, we can leave 
you sull with the good-will which would prefer 
that your prosperity should continuc. Ifwe must 
a I say we can put our relations upon that 
masis which will give you the advantage of a 
favored trade with us, and still make the inter- 
course mutually beneficial to each other. If you 
will not, then it is an issue from which we will 


not shrink; for, between oppression and freedom, | 
between the maintenance of right and submission | 


to power, we will invoke the God of battles, and 
meet our fate, whatever it may be. 

I was reading, a short time ago, an extract 
from the speech of the Senator from Tennessee 


which referred to the ime when ‘ we’’—I sup- || 
pose itmeans Tennessee—would take the position | 
which it was said to be an absurdity for South | 


Carolina to hold. How can the change of names 


thus affect the question; and who is to judge in | 


the case? ‘Tennessee still was put, in the same 
speech, in the attitude of a great objector against 
the exercise of the right of secession. Is there 
anything in her history which thus places her? 


Tennessee, born of secession, rocked in the cra- | 


dle of revolution, taking her position before she 


was matured, and claiming to be a State because | 


she had violently severed her connection with 
North Carolina, and through an act of secession 
and revolution, claimed to have become a State. 
I honor her for it. I honor the gallant old Sevier 
for maintaining the rights of which North Caro- 
lina attempted to deprive him, and I admire the 
talent which made recruits from every army which 
was sent to subdue him. Washington and Jack- 


son, too, are often presented as eee against | 
i 


it— Washington, who led the army of the Revo- 
lution; Washington, whose reputation rests upon 
the fact that with the sword he cut the cord which 
bound the Colonies to Great Britain, they not 


having the justification of the sovereign attributes | 
belonging to States; Washington, who presided | 


when the States seceded from the Confederation, 
and formed the Union, in disregard of the claims of 
the States notagreeing to it; and Jackson, glorious 
old soldier, who, in his minority, upon the sacred 
soil of South Carolina, bled for the cause of revolu- 
tion and the overthrow of a Government which he 


believed to be oppressive; who, through his whole | 


life, indicated the same cast of character, standing 
in an atutude which to-day would be called re- 
bellionand treason, when he opposed the Federal 
Government, denied their power, contemned their 
orders to disband his troops, threatened to put 
any officer in irons who came into his camp to 
_recruit, and marched his force, the Tennessee 
militia, back from Washington in Mississippi, to 
the place whence they had started. Badauthoritics 
are these for our opponents; yet they are names 
under the shadow of which we can safely repose ! 

if we were reduced to arguing the question on 
the ground of expediency; if we had to convince 
the dominant section that it was good for them 
that their best customers should leave them; if 
we had to convince them that they should not 
any longer have the power to tax us, that they 
should not collect the revenue which fills the 
Treasury and builds up their vast public works, 
I fear we should not sueceed; but if they are sin- 
eere in believing that we are of no advantage to 
them; if they look upon the southern States as a 
burden; if they think we require their protection, 
then we are ready to relieve them. 


power; will they give to each State its revenue 
power; will they still preserve the common agent; 
and will they thus carry on a Government differ- 
ent from that which now exists, yet not separat- 
ing the States so entirely as to make the work of 
reconstruction equal to a new creation; not sep- 
arating them so as to render it utterly impossible 


to administer any functions of the Government | 


in security and peace ? 
I waive the question of duality, considering 


| thata dual Executive would be the institution ofa 


king-lord. I consider a dual legislative depart- 
ment would be to bring into antagonism the rep- 


resentatives of two different countries, to war per- | 


petually, and thus to continue, not union, but the 
irrepressible conflict. There is no duality pos- 


sible (unless there be two Confederacies) which | 
seems to me consistent with the interests of either |) 
| or of both. 


It might be that two Confederacies 
could be so organized as to answer jointly many 
of the ends of our present Union; it might be that 


States, agreeing with each other in their internal | 


polity—having a similarity of interests and an 


identity of purpose—might associate together; and | 


that these two Confederacies might have relations 
to each other so close as to give them a united 
vower in time of war against any foreign nation. 
Phese things are possibilities; these things it be- 
comes us tocontemplate; these things it devolves 
on the majority section to consider now; for with 
every motion of that clock is passing away your 


opportunity. It was greater when we met on the | 


first Monday in December than it is now; it is 
greater now than it will be on the first day of next 
week. We have waited long; we have come to the 
conclusion that you mean to do nothing. 


| committee of thirteen, where the resolutions of 








the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Critrenpen] 
were considered, various attempts were made, but 


no prospect of any agreementon which it was pos- | 


sible forus to stand, in security for the future, could 
be matured. I offered a proposition, which was 
but the declaration of that which the Constitution 
announces; but that which the Supreme Court 
had, from time to time, and from an early period, 
asserted; but that which was necessary for equal- 
ity inthe Union. Notone single vote of the Re- 
publican portion of that committce was given for 
the proposition. 

Looking then upon separation as inevitable, 
not knowing how that separation is to occur, or 


at least what States it is to embrace, there re- | 


mains to us,I believe, as the consideration which 
is most useful, the inquiry, how can this separation 
be effected so as to leave to us the power, when- 


ever we shall have the will, to reconstruct? It | 


can only be done by adopting a pfioolicy of peace. 


It can only be done by denying to the Federal | 


Government all power to corece. It can only be 
done by returning to the point from which we 
started, and saying, ‘* This is a Government of 
fraternity, a Government of consent; and it shall 
not be administered in a departure from those prin- 
ciples.”’ 

I do not regard the failure of our constitutional 
Union, as, very many do, to be the failure of self- 
government; to be conclusive in all future time of 
the unfitness of man to govern himself. Our State 
governments have charge of nearly all the relations 


of personand property. This FederalGovernment | 


was instituted mainly as a common agent for for- 


eign purposes, for free trade among the States, | 


and for common defense. Representative libert 

will remain in the States after they are separated. 
Liberty was not crushed by the separation of the 
colonies from the mother country, then the most 
constitutional monarchy and the freest Govern- 
men known. Suill less will liberty be destroyed by 
the separation ofthese States to prevent the destruc- 
tion of the spirit of the Constitution by the malad- 


ministration of it. There will be injury—injury to | 


all; differing in degree, differing in manner. The 
injury to the manufacturing and navigating States 
will be to their internal prosperity. The injury 
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| to the southern States will be mainly to their for- 

eign commerce. All will feel the deprivation of 

that high pride and power which belong to the 
flag now representing the greatest Re public, if not 
the greatest Government, upon the face of th, 
globe. I would that it still remained to cone 
what we might calmly have considered 9) t 
first Monday in December—how this could 
avoid d; but events have rolled past that point 
You would not make propositions when +), 
would have been effective. I presume you wil] 
not make them now; and I know not what off “ 
they would have if you did. Your Propositions 
would have been most welcome if they had been 
made before any question of coercion, and before 
any vain boasting of power; for pride and passion 
do not often take counsel of pecuniary interest 
at least among those whom I represent: But you 
have chosen to take the policy of clinging to 
|| words, in disregard of events, and have hastened 
them onwards. It is true, as shown by the his- 
tory of all revolutions, that they are most precip- 
itated and intensified by obstinacy and vyacilla- 
tion. The want of a policy, the obstinate adhe- 
rence to unimportant things, have brought us to 
acondition where I close my eyes, because I ean- 
not see anything that encourages me to hope. 

In the long period which elapsed after the down- 
|| fall of the great Republics of the East, when des- 
|| potism seemed to brood over the civilized world, 

and only here and there constitutional monarchy 
even was able to rear its head; when all the great 

| principles of republican and representative goy- 

ernment had sunk deep, fathomless, into the sea 

of human events; it was then that the storm of our 

Revolution moved the waters. The earth, the air, 

and the sea, became brilliant; and from the foam 

| of ages rose the constellation which was set in the 

political firmament as a sign of unity and conted- 

eration and community independence, coexistent 

with confederate strength. That constellation has 
served to bless our people. Nay, more; its light 
has been thrown on foreign lands, and its regen- 
erative power will outlive, perhaps, the Govern- 
ment as a sign for which it was set. It may be 
pardoned to me, sir, who, in my boyhood, was 
given to the military service, and who have fol- 
lowed under tropical suns, and over northern 
snows, the flag of the Union, suffering from it as 
it does not become me to speak it, if { here express 
the deep sorrow which always overwhelms me 
when | think of taking a last leave of that object 
of early affection and proud association, feeling 
that henceforth it is not to be the banner which, 
| by day and by night, I am ready to follow, to hail 
| with the rising and bless with the setting sun, But 
| God, who knows the hearts of men, will judge 
| between you and us, at whose door lies the respons- 
ibility of this. Men will see the efforts I have made, 
| here and elsewhere; that I have been silent when 
words would not avail, and have curbed an impa- 
tient temper, and hoped that conciliatory counsels 
might do that which I knew could not be effected 
by harsh means. And yet the only response which 
has come from the other side has been a stolid 
indifference, as though it mattered not, ** let the 
temple fall, we do not care.’? Sirs, remember 
that such conduct is offensive, and that men may 
become indifferent even to the objects of their 
early attachments. 

If our Government shall fail, it will not be the 
defect of the system, though its mechanism was 
wonderful, surpassing that which the solar sys- 
tem furnishes for our contemplation; for it had 
had no center of gravitation; each planet was set 
_torevolve in an orbit of its own,each moving by 
its own impulse, ond all attracted by the affec- 
tions which countervailed each other. It has been 
the perversion of the Constitution; it has been the 
substitution of theories of morals for principles of 
government; it has been forcing crude opinions 
about things not understood upon the domestic 
institutions of other men, which has disturbed 
these planets in their orbit; it is this which threat- 
ens to destroy the constellation which, in its power 
and its glory, had been gathering oneafter another, 
until, from thirteen, it had risen to thirty-three 
stars. 

If we accept the argument of to-day in favor of 
coercion as the theory of our Government, |S 
only effect will be to precipitate men who lave 
| quithe and self-reliance into the assertion of the 
| freedom and independence to which they were 
|| born. Our fathers would never have entered into 
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a confederate Government which had within itself 
the power of coercion, I would notagree toremain 
one day insuch aGovernmentafter | had the power 
to get out of it. To argue thata man who follows 
the mandate of his State, resuming her sovereigit 
‘ :risdiction and power, is disloyal to his allegiance 


THE 


tothe United States, which allegiance he only owed || 


through his State, is such a confusion of ideas as 


doves not belong to an ordinary comprehension of | 


our Government. It is treason to the principle of 
community independence. It is to recur to that 
doctrine of passive obedience which, in England, 


English tongue; and yet all this itis needful to 
admit before we accept this doctrine of coercion, 
which is to send an Army and a Navy to do that 
which there are no courts to perform; to execute 
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ance with the Constitution, and in defense of the 
principles on which that Constitution rests. We 
have warned you for many years that you would 
drive us to this alternative, and you would not 
heed. I believe that you sull look upon it as 
a mere passing political move, as a device for 


some party end, knowing little of the deep strug- | 


gle with which we have contemplated this as a 
necessity, not as a choice, when we have been 


|| brought to stand before the alternative—the de- 


struction of our community independence, or the 


'| destruction of that Union which our fathers made. 
cost one monarch his head, and drove another into || 
exile; a doctrine which, since the revolution of || 
1688, has obtained nowhere where men speak the | 


the law without a judicial decision, and without | 


an officer to serve process. 
degrade us to the basest despotism under which 
man could live; the despotism of a many-headed 


This, I say, would || 


monster, without the sensibility or regardful con- | 
sideration which might belong teahereditary king. | 


But the Senator found somewhere, | believe in 


advantages of a constitutional monarchy. Does 
the Senator believe there is any considerable 
number of people in any of the States who favor 
the establishment of a constitutional monarchy ? 
if so, let me at once, speaking with that assur- 


of that people than myself, say that the appre- 
hension is vain. Iam sure that the same feeling 
prevails in that State as my own; the same which 
exists in his State of Tennessee; and in each of 
them there are many like the Lucius Juanius— 
“that would have brooked 

The eternal Devil to keep his state in Rome, 

As easily as a King.” 

Mr. IVERSON. As allusion has been made 
by the Senator from Mississippi to an article 
which appeared in a paper in my own town, and 
about which a good deal of noise has been made, 
and which was referred to by the Senator from 
Tennessee, in his celebrated speech, the other 
day, as evidence that there was a varty in the 
South in favor of a constitutional monarchy, I 
take the liberty to say that that was a commu- 
nication merely to the paper, and that it slipped 





in without the knowledge and consent of the pro- | 
prictors of the paper; and in the very next paper | 


the editors disclaimed and denounced it. I will 
take the opportunity to say, in conjunction with 
what the Senater from Mississippi has said, that 
there is not one man in amillion, as faras I know 
and believe, in the State of Georgia, or elsewhere 
in the South, who would be jn favor of any such 
principle. 

Mr. DAVIS. If, Mr. President, a paper con- 
taining such a doctrine could subsist upon sub- 
scription anywhere in the United States, [ should 
esteem it nearly as bad an indication as the adop- 
tion of the doctrine of slavish submission; and 
either the one or the other I should consider a far 
worse sign of man’s incapacity to govern himself 
than any which is presented by the resumption 
of the grants that a State has made. I have no 
idea that there is any such feeling within the 
limits of the southern States. 

There are two modes, however, of dissolving 
the Union, One alone has been contempiated. It 
was that which proceeded from States separating 
themselves from those to whom they are united. 
There is another. It is by destroying the Con- 
stitution; by pulling down the political temple; 
by forming a consolidated Government. Union, 
in the very meaning of the word, implies the junc- 
tion of separate States. Consolidation would be 
the destruction of the Union, and far more fatal 
to popular liberty than the separation of the 
States. But, if fanaticism and sectionalism, like 
the blind giant of old, shall seize the pillars of the 
temple to tear them down, in order that they may 

estroy its inmates, it but remains for us to with- 

raw, and it will be our purpose tocommence the 
erection of another on the same plan on which our 
fathers built this. We share no such common ruin 
as falls upon a people by consolidation and de- 
Struction of the principles of liberty contained in 
the Constitution, by interference with community 
and social rights; and we go out of such a Gov- 
erament whenever it takes that form, in accord- 
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ance which is given to me by those knowing more || 


| war be made by armies marching for invasion, or | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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You would not heed us. 
ing to be merely to the end of electing a candidate 


for the miserable spoils of office, of which | am | 


glad to say I representa people who have had so 


little indeed that they have never acquired an | 


appetite for them. Yet you have believed—not 
looking to the great end to which our eyes were 
directed—that it was a mere political resort, by 
which we would intimidate some of your own 
voters. You have turned upon those true friends 


You deemed our warn- | 





of ours at the North who have vindicated the | 


Constitution, and pointed out to you the danger 


of your course, and held them responsible for the | 
| censure you received, as though you had not, in | 
Georgia, a newspaper article which suggested the |! 


fact, aggressed. Even at this session, after forty 


years ot debate, you have asked us what was the | 


matter. 


Your platform on which you elected your can- || 


didate denies us equality. Your votes refuse to 
recognize our domestic institutions which preéx- 
isted the formation of the Union, our property 





sil 


Do you believe that now, in our increased and 
increasing commercial as well as physical power, 
we will consent to remain united toa Government 
exercised for such a purpose as this? 

What boots itto tell me thatno direct act of ag- 
gression will be made? | prefer direct to indirect 
hostile measures whicli will produce the same re- 
sult. I prefer it, ae prefer an open toa secret foe. 
Is there a Senator upon the other side who to-day 
will agree that we shall have equal enjoyment of 
the Territories of the United States? Is there one 
who will deny that we have equally paid in their 
purchases, and equally bled in their acquisition in 
war? Then, is this the observance of your com- 

act? Whoscisthe fault if the Union be dissolved? 
Do you say that there is one of you who contro 
verts either of these positions? Then lask you, 
do you give us justice; do we enjoy equality? If 
we are not equals, this is not the Union to which 
we were pledged; this is not the Constitution you 
have sworn to maintain, nor this the Government 
we are bound to support. 

There is much, too, which is excecdingly of 
fensive in the speculations you make upon om 
servants when you talk about negro insurrection 
Governments have tampered with slaves; bad 
men have gone among the ignorant and eredulous 
people, and incited them to murder and arson; but 


|| of themselves—moving by themselves—I say lis 


| which was guarded by the Constitution. You re- | 


fuse us that equality without which we should be | 


degraded if we remained in the Union. You elect 
a candidate upon the basis of sectional hostility ; 
one who, in his speeches, now thrown broadcast 
over the country, made adistinct declaration of war 


upon our institutions. We care not whether that | 


whether it be by proclamation, or whether it be 
by indirect and covert process. In both modes, 
however, you have declared your hostility. The 
leading members of that party, some of them 


now before me, making speeclics in various por- | 


tions of the country during the last summer, even 
after the election was over, when no purpose of 
the canvass remained still to excite them, an- 
nouncing the triumph which had been achieved, 
as the downfall of our domestic institutions; and 
sull you ask us to make specifications, to file an 
indictment as though we intended to arraign you 
before a magistrate’s court. Our fathers united 
with yours on the basis of equality, and they 
were prompted to form a union by the fraternity 
which existed between them. Do you admit that 
equality? Do you feel that fraternity? Do your 


actions show it? They united for the purpose not | 


only of domestic tranquillity, but for common de- 
fense; and the debates in the convention which 
formed the Constitution set forth that the navi- 
gating and manufacturing interests of one section, 
and the better defense in the other, were the two 
great objects which drew them together. Are you 
willing now to fulfill the conditions on which our 
fathers agreed to unite? 

When you use figurative language, its harsh- 
ness indicates the severity of your temper and the 
bitterness of your hate. When you talk about 
having your heel on the slave power and grind- 
ing it into dust; when you talk about the final tri- 
umph; when you talk about the extinction of sla- 
very, an institution with which you have nothing 
to do and of which rm know nothing, is this the 
fraternity, is this the Union, to which we were 
invited? Is that an administration of the Govern- 
ment under which we can live in safety? Is this 
acondition of things to which men, through whose 
veins flows the blood of the Revolution, can stoop 
without acknowledging that they had sunk from 
their birthright of freedom to become slaves ! 

I care not to read from your platform; I care 
not to read from the speeches of your President 
elect. You know them as I do; and the man who 
is regarded over this country as the directing in- 
tellect of the party to which he belongs, the Sen- 


ator from New York, (Mr.Sewarp, | has, with less | 


harshness of expression than others, but with 
more of method, indicated this same purpose of 
deadly hostility in every form in which it couid 
be portrayed. Did we unite with you in order 


that the powers of the General Government should 
be used for destroying our domestic institutions? 








~~ 


SS oS 


tory does not chronicle a case of negro insurree 
tion. San Domingo, so often referred to, and so 
little understood, is not a case where black heroes 
rose and acquired a Government. It was a case 
in which the French Government, trampling upon 
the rights and safety of a distant and feeble colony 
by sending troops among them, brought on a revo 
lution, first of the mulattoes, and atterwards of 
the blacks. Their first army was noteven able to 
effect this. It required a second army, and that 
army to be quartered on the plantations; nay, 
after all, it required that the master should be ar- 
rested on the chargeof treasonand taken to France, 
before the negroescould be aroused to insurrection. 
Do you wonder, then, that we pause when we 
see this studied tendency to convert the Govern- 
ment intoa military despetism? Do you wonder 


| that we question the right of the President to send 





| 
j 


troops to execute the laws wherever he pleases, 
when we remember the conduct of France, and 
that those troops were sent with like avowal, and 


| quartered on plantations, and planters arrested 


for treason—just such chargesas are made to-day 
against southern men—and brought away that in- 
surrection might be instigated among their slaves? 

I seek not to exasperate or intensify the causes 
of difficulty. It is needful that we should un- 
derstand each other. I thought we had done so 
before, and was surprised to hear the question 
asked, ** Whatisthe matter? The lastcanvass, 
I thought, had expressed the feelings and the 
opinions of the southern States. The State of 
Mississippi gave warning in solemn resolutions 
passed by her Legislature. Those resolutions 
were printed clsewhere, and were generally 
known. She declared her purpose to take coun- 
sel with her southern sister States whenever « 
President should be elected on the basis of sec- 
tional hostility to them. With all this warning, 
you paused not. The quarrel was not of ow: 
making. Our hands are stainless; you aggress« «| 
upon our rights and out homes, and, under ti» 
will of God, we will defend them. 

There is a strange we in the position of 
affairs at the present day to that which the colo- 
nies occupied. Lord North asserted the right to 
collect the revenue, and insisted on collecting 1: 
by force. ‘He sent troops tc Boston harbor, and 
to Charleston, and he quartered troops in those 
towns. The result was, collision, and out of that 
collision came the separation of the colonies from 
the mother country. The same thing is being 
attempted to-day. Not the law, not the civil 
magistrate, but troops, are relied upon now to ex 
ecute the laws. To gather taxesin the southern 
ports, the Army and Navy must be sent to per 
form the functions of magistrates. It is the old 
case‘over again. Senators of the North, you are 
reénacting the blunders which statesmen in Great 
Britain committed; butamong you, there are some 
who, like Chatham and Burke, though not of our 
section, yet are vindicating our rights. 

I have heard, with some surprise, for it seemed 


| to me idle, the repetition of the assertion heretofore 


made that the cause of the separation wae the eler 
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tionof Mr. Lincoln. Itmay bea source of gratifi- 
cation to some gentlemen thattheir friend iselected; 
but no individual had the power to produce the ex- 
isting state of things. It was the purpose, the end; 
it was the declaration by himself and his friends, 
which constitute the necessity of providing new 
safeguards for ourselves. The man was nothing, 

ive as he was the representative of opinions, of 
a policy, of purposes, of power, to inflict upon 
us those wrongs to which freemen never tamely 
submit. 

Senators, I have spoken longer than I desired. 
{ had supposed it was possible, avoiding argu- 
ment and not citing authority, to have made to 
you a brief address. It was thought useless to 
argue a question which now belongs to the past. 
'The time js near at hand when the places which 
have known us as colleacues laboring together, 
can know us in that relation no more forever. I 
have striven to avert the catastrophe which now 
impends over the country, unsuccessfully; and I 
regret it. For the few days which I may remain, 
1 am willing to labor in order that that catastrophe 
shall be as little as possible destructive to public 
peace and prosperity. If you desire at this last 
moment toavert civil war, so be it; itis better so. 
if you will butallow us to separate from you peace- 
ably, since we cannot live peaceably together, to 
leave with the rights we had before we were united, 
since we cannotenjoy them in the Union, then there 


are many relations which may still subsist be- | 


tween us, drawn from the associations of our 
struggles from the revolutionary era to the pres- 
ent day, which may be beneficial to you as well 
as to us. 

if you will not have it thus; if in the pride of 
power, if in contempt of reason and reliance upon 
force, you say we shall not go, but shall remain 


as subjects to you, then, gentlemen of the North,a | 


waris to be inaugurated the like of which men have 
notseen. Sufliciently numerous on both sides, in 
close contact with only imaginary lines of division, 
and with many means of approach, cach sustained 
by productive sections, the people of which will 
grive freely both of money and of store, the con- 


manifestations which did notexist. In one ease, I 
| well remember when the Senator from Vermont 


{Mr. Corttamer] was serving with me on a spe- 


| cial committee, it was reported that a gentleman 


who had gone from a commercial house in New 
York had been inhumanly treated at Vicksburg, 
and this embarrassed a question which we then 
had pending. I wrote to Vicksburg for informa- 
tion, and my friends could not learn that such a 
man had ever been there; but if he had been 
there, no violence certainly had been offtred to 
him. Falsehood and suspicion have thus led you 


| onstep by step inthe career of crimination, and per- 
| haps has induced to some part of your aggression. 


Such evil effects we have heretofore suffered, and 


| the consequences now have their fatal culmina- 


| tion. 


On the verge of war, distrust and passion 
increase the danger. ‘To-day it is in the power 
of two bad men, at the opposite ends of the tele- 


_ graphic line between Washington and Charleston, 
| to precipitate the State of South Carolina and the 
| United States into a conflict of arms without other 


cause to have produced it. 


And still will you hesitate; still will you do | 
nothing? Will you sit with sublime indifference | 


and allow events to shape themselves? No longer 
can you say the responsibility is upon the Exec- 


utive. He has thrown it upon you. He has noti- || 
| fied you that he can do nothing; and you there- | 


fore know he will do nothing. He has told you 


the responsibility now rests with Congress; and | 


I close as 1 began, by invoking you to meet that 


responsibility, braveiy to act the patriot’s part. || 


| If you will, the angel of peace may spread her 


flicts must be multiplied indefinitely; and masses | 


of men, sacrificed to the demon of civil war, will 
furnish hecatombs, such as the recent campaign in 
italy did notoffer. At theend of allthis, what will 
you have effected? Destructron upon both sides; 
subjugation upon neither;a treaty of peace leaving 
both torn and bleeding; the wail of the widow and 
the ery of the orphan substituted for those peace- 
ful notes of domestic happiness that now prevail 
throughout the land; and then you will agree that 
each 1s to pursue his separate course as best he 
may. ‘This isto be theend of war. Through a 
long series of years you may waste your strength, 
distress your people, and get at last to the posi- 
tion which you might have had at first, had jus- 
tice and reason, instead of selfishness and passion, 
folly and erime, dictated your course. 

is there wisdom, is there patriotism in the land ? 
If so, easy must be the solution of this question. 
if not, them Mississippi’s gallant sons will stand 
like a wall of fire around their State; and I go 
hence, not in hostility to you, but in love and 
allegiance to her, to take my place among her 
sons, be it for good or for evil. 

I shall probably never again attempt to utter 
here the language either of warning or of argument. 
I leave the casein your hands. If you solve it not 
before Igo, you will have still to decide it. To- 
wards you individually, as well as to those whom 
you represent, [ would that I had the power now 


to say there shall be peace between us forever. | 


! would that I had the power now to say the in- 
tercourse and the commerce between the States, 
if they cannot live in one Union, shall still be unin- 
terrupted ; that all the social relations shall remain 
undisturbed; that the son in Mississippi shall 
visit freely his father in Maine, and the reverse; 
and that each shall be welcomed when he goes to 
the other, not by himself alone, but also by his 
neighbors; and that all that kindly intercourse 
which has subsisted between the different sections 
of the Union shall continue to exist. It is’ not 
only for the interest of all, but it is my profound- 
est wish, my sincerest desire, that such remnant of 
that which is passing away may grace the memory 
of a glorious, though too brict, existence. 

Day by day you have become more and more 
exasperated. ‘alse reports have led you to sup- 
pose there was in our sectien hostility to you with 


| perpetuity of this Government. 


wings, though it be over divided States; and the 


sons of the sires of the Revolution may still go | 
on in friendly intercourse with each other, ever | 


renewing the memories of a common origin, the 


sections, by the diversity of their products and | 


habits, acting and reacting beneficially, the com- 
merce of each may swell the prosperity of both, 
and the happiness of all be still interwoven to- 
gether. 
ower to make it. [Applause in the galleries. ] 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
in the chair.) The Sergeant-at-Arms will take 
care to remove disorderly persons in the gallery. 
Order must be preserved. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, it has been 
very hard for me, and I doubt not my Republi- 
can associates around me, to bear the many mis- 
apprehensions, not to say misstatements, of our 
position, and to see a perverted state of facts day 
after day urged upon the Senate and the country 
by gentlemen upon the other side. We have 
listened to the Senator from Mississippi; and one 
would suppose, in listening to him here, that he 
was a friend of this Union, that he desired the 
He has a most 
singular way of preserving it, and a most singu- 
lar way of maintaining the Constitution. What 


is it? Why, he proposes that the Government 


| should abdicate. 


if it will a withdraw its 
forees from Charleston, and abdicate in favor 


| either of a mob or of the constituted authorities 


He dreads 


of Charleston, we will have peace! 


| civil war; and he will avoid it by a surrender! 


/and Alabama and Georgia, seizing, by force of | 


He talks as if we Republicans were responsible 
for civil war if it ensues. 


Who proposes to make civil war but Mississippi 
arms, upon the public property of the United 


States? Talk to us of making civil war! You 
inaugurate it, and then talk of it as if itcame from 


Thus may it be; and thus it is in your | 


If civil war comes, it | 
comes from those with whom he is acting. Who | 
proposes to make civil war but South Carolina? | 


|| ted States would not protect itself: ** Go oy 


States will do nothing to protect itself 


| Charleston were to remain as they were; that 


| opportunity to treat. 
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erty at Charleston in a position to be defended 
secession would never have made the progr: me it 
has. But, sir, it seems there was a complicit ; 
with this thing. It was at least to be sellevased 
Assurances, it was said, were given that the U; ‘. 





» You 
I nited 


against 


seceding States; gather your strength; the 


your assaults.”’ 
Mr. DAVIS. I did not hear the Senator’s ro. 
marks. Does he refer to me as having secret in- 
formation? . 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I referred to the Senatoy 
from Mississippi as having said he understood 
the pledge was given that the fortifications at 
that pledge was given some time before the com. 
missioners came here, and that they were to ye- 
main in that condition until after there was an 
Mr. DAVIS. Well, sir, since you have got 
through a aoe sort of explanation, allow met 
ask you where I said I got the information > 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Ido not know that the 
Senator stated where he got it. 
Mr. DAVIS. It was a great pity, then, you 


0 


| did not listen; for I think my remark was yery 











| responsible. 


| Anderson, in addition to 


| clear: in the papers that were here read yesterday, 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Then the Senator is not 
I am informed by Senators around 
me, that the Senator from Mississippi did remark 
that Senators around him knew of the pledge at 
the time it is said to have been given. , 
Mr. DAVIS. Five or six Senators knew of the 
agreement to maintain the status thea existing, 
Mr. TRUMBULL. That is the point. 
Mr. DAVIS. When I spoke of the assurance, 


| however, I referred to the papers which were 


read. If the Senator wants to know whether | 
understood, before those papers were read at the 
desk, that the status should remain, I tell him yes; 
emphatically yes. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to know if 


|| he understood it before South Carolina seceded, 


or passed her ordinance of secession ? 
Mr. DAVIS. I think not, sir. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope not. 
Mr. DAVIS. You hope net! Why? 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Because I should have 


| hoped that that Senator would have discounte- 


nanced any such idea as leaving the Government 
of the United States defenseless against the peo- 
ple who were preparing to attack and assail and 


| destroy it. 


Mr. DAVIS. Then I have to say to the Sen- 
ator, his ideas of honor and my own are very dil- 
ferent; that I should hold the man to bea scoundre! 
who did not desire to have a garrison withdrawn, 
if he believed that garrison might produce blood- 
shed and could not do good. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I believe it could do good; 


and it was the very weakness of the garrison that 


| has invited this secession in South Carolina. | 


know not whether the rumors circulated about 
the Capitol to-day be true; whether the gallant 
utting himself in Fort 
Sumter, where he could defend himself, has now 
sent a message to Charleston that has prevented 
an attack upon the succor sent to his relief. I 
know not whether the rumor be true that Major 
Anderson informed the Governor of South Car- 


| olina that he would shell the city of Charleston, 


the friends of the Constitution and the Union. | 


Here stands this great Government; here stands 
the Union—a pillar, so to speak, already erected. 


Do we propose to pull it down? Do we propose | 


undermining the foundations of the Constitution 
or disturbing the Union? Not at all; but the 
proposition comes from the other side. They are 
making war, and modestly ask us to have peace 
by submitting to what they ask! 

I agree in one thing with the Senator from Mis- 


sissippi. l agree with him that there should have | 


been more decision and more resolution on the * 


yart of the Government at the outset. If, when 
he was secretly informed, as it seems he was long 


| ago, that the public property of the United States 
/ at Charleston was not to be protected; if, at that 


| time, he,as a military man, had advised the Pres- | 


| ident'of the United States to put the public prop- 


and burn it to the ground, if another gun was 
fired at the Star of the West; but I understand 
the Star of the West has been permitted, after a 
show of attack was made, to enter peacefully the 
harbor of Charleston. If so, it is by the resolu- 
tion of Major Anderson. The noble conduct of 
that man has saved the shedding of blood 

Mr.GREEN. Let meask the Senator one ques- 
tion? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Illinois give way? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, sir. 

Mr.GREEN. Does the Senator know—and 
if he does, will he give me the information—on 
what ground there wasany just apprehension on 
the part of Major Anderson for the movement he 
made? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I suppose the whole coun- 
try knows. Ke 

Mr. GREEN. I do not want a supposition. I 
want the facts. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Well, sir, the fact, I take 
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it, is known to that Senator, as well as myself, 
that South Carolina has pene to assume her 
sovereign rights; and it has been publicly tatked 
of, that if she is to be a sovereign State—and he 
knows it as well as | do—she must assert her 
sovereignty over her territorial jurisdiction, 

Mr. GREEN. Let me ask this question: does 
her secession imply her right to assume jurisdic- 
tion over the whole of ler territory? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
secede, it would; but, in my judgment, her seces- 
sion amounts to nothing. 

Mr. GREEN. Ah! 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Itis nothing but rebellion; 
itis nothing but insurrection But not only in 


If she has the right to | 


South Carolina, where there was the pretense of | 


secession to justify the act, which, | think, really 
amounts to nothing, but in Georgia, and in Ala- 


bama, which have not seceded, we are told that | 
the public property of the United States has been | 
seized; and the Senator from Mississippi thinks | 


the best way to ovoid civil war is for the United 
States to withdraw their forces, to surrender their 


forts, and strike the flag under which he was | 
nurtured, and beneath which he has marched so | 


often. 
down from the United States buildings in the city 
of Charleston, and trampled in the dust, and a 
palmetto flag, with a snake, reared in their place; 
but if we would avoid civil war, we are told, we 
must submit to this! Why, sir, any people can 
have peace at the price of degradation. No despot 
makes war upon subjects who submit their necks 
to the tread of his heel. 


tain constitutional liberty; if we would maintain | 


constitutional freedom; if we would maintain this 
creat Government; we must not suffer every fac- 


uon, and every mob, and every State, that thinks || 


proper, to trample its flag under foot. 
Now, sir, | have a word to say, and I shall be 
brief, in regard to this doctrine of secession. The 


The stars and stripes have been taken | 


Senator from Mississippi supposes that a State | 


has the right to secede, because he cannot find in 
the Constitution the clause which says that a 
State shall not secede. 1 believe the Senator from 
Ohio,(Mr. Pucu,} whom the Senator from Missis- 


sippi complimented so highly to-day, made that | 


wonderful discovery a few days ago, and he read 


that clause of the Constitution which declares | 


that— 
“The powers not delegated to the United States by the 


Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved | 


to the States respectively, or to the people.’ 

Now, he says, show us the clause of the Con- 
stitution of the United States that prohibits a State 
from withdrawing. If he will look at the Con- 
stitution of the United States he will find that it 
imposes many inhibitions upon the States: 

* No State shall, without the consent of Congress, lay 
any iinposts or duties On imports or exports,’’ &c. 

‘No State shall, without the consent of Congress,’ * 
ee . ‘Senter into any agreement or compact with 
another State, or with a foreign Power,” &c. 

If it can secede, clearly it may enter into an 
agreement or compact,if it is a sovereign inde- 
pendent nation, as the Senator from Mississippi 
contends, 
he will say, after it secedes it may doit. Then 
what is your Constitution good for? If a State, 
by declaring itself out of the Union, can release 


itself from all its constitutional obligations, do you | 


not perceive that no constitutional obligation is 
binding upon it at all? It is only another way of 
evading a constitutional obligation. 
A positive prohibition in this Constitution that no 
State shall exercise these sovercign powers? And 
yet the Senator from Ohio wants to see the clause 
that she shall not secede. 
ithere? If she can secede, cannot she exercise 
every one of them, and is not the power expressly 
granted in the Constitution— 


“To make all laws which shall be necessary and proper | 


for carrying into execution the foregoing powers, and other 
powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of 
the United States.”? 


Now, what power is vested by this Constitu- | 


tion? The power to preventa State from coining 
money; the power to prevent a State from making 
compacts and entering into alliances with ocher 
States; the power to preventa State from levying 
imposts or duties; and yet the Senator wants to 
know where is the authority in the Constitution to 
prevent a State from sceeding ? 

Sir, M is very clear to my mind that this doc- 
‘rine of secession is utterly destructive of a von- 


Well, it has no power to dothis. But | 


Why, do you net find | 





Is not here | 
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stitutional Government. On the same principle, 
a county may secede from a State, and a town 
from a county. The Senator from Kentucky 
[Mr. Crirrenpen] has been talking about com- 
promises, and has introduced a string of resolu- 
tions here. When they are adopted, what is your 
Government good for? What is to prevent the 
State of Illinois next week, or the State of Ken- 
tucky the following week, from seceding, as South 
Carolina has done, and demanding new guaran- 
tees as acondition of the existence of the Union? 
By submitting to this doctrine, you destroy the 
stability of the Government. Constitutional Gov- 
ernments are worth nothing if this doctrine is to 
obtain; and hence it is that those of us who are 
for sustaining the Constitution and sustaining the 
Union, believe that the question involved is the 
existence of constitutional government. We now 
have nothing todo with the extension of African 
slavery—that is not the question before the Amer- 


ican people; but the question is, ** Has this Gov- || 
/ernment any power to protect itself?’ 


In other 
words, have wea Government at all? That Is 
what is to be tested. ‘The people of Llinois be- 
lieve we have a Government, and a Government 
that has power to maintain itself, not by making 
civil war, but by enforcing the laws, and defending 
itself against those who would make war upon it. 
But we are told that we cannot coerce a State; 
and this is repeated here from day today. No 


| One proposes to coercea State. Reference is made 
| to the debates in the convention which formed 


But if we would main- || 


the Constitution of the United States, to show that 
it was there argued that the Federal Government 
could not coerce a State. Lagreetoit. Why | 


| were those arguments made? Because, under the 
| old Confederation, the Federal Government acted 


upon States; and it was tu show the inefficiency | 
of that system as a reason for forming a more 
perfect union, to get rid of the difficulties of the 
old Confederation. When, under that system of | 


government, Congress made requisitions upon || 


States to raise money or to raise men, each State 
acted at its discretion. Some States raised the 


| money and the men, and the-others did not; and | 


there was no way by which the Congress could 
compel the States to act. This defect in the old | 


| Articles of Confederation was pointed out in the 


| Government. 





convention which formed the present Constitu- 
tion; and hence they adopted a different form of 
How different? Why, a Govern- 
ment acting upon individuals; a Government un- 
der which the power should exist to execute the | 
laws by the Government itself upon individuals 
in different portions of the Republic; and that is 
the difference between this Government of ours 
as it exists under the Constitution, and that under 


ee | 
| the old Articles of Confederation. *|| 


But, sir, what is this cause of complaint? Why 
is itthat the southern States are inaugurating civil || 
war? I have as much horror for it as the Sena- 
tor from Mississippi. I would do anything hon- 
orable to avoid it. I certainly will not be the 
instrument to inaugurate it. But what is it the 
Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis] complains 
of? To use his language, he says, if you are 
to make us hewers of wood and drawers of 
water for you in the North, we will not submit. 
If they are to be reduced to subjection to the 
North, they will not submit. I will not ask them 
todo so. So faras | am concerned, I will ask 
them to submit to nothing that L will not submit 
to myself. 1 ask to impose no inequality upon 
the State of Mississippi. 

Mr. GREEN. Will the Senator allow me to 
ask him a question? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. GREEN. It is a very simple one. No 
State, neither Illinois, nor Missouri, nor Missis- 
sippi, can go into a Territory, but the citizens 
may. Does he accord to each of those citizens 
the same right to take property, and to hold and 
enjoy it there, under the provision of law? 

ir. TRUMBULL. I am glad to hear the Sen- 
ator from Missouri say that no State has a right 
in the Territory. I have often argued that. | 
agree with him. 

Mr.GREEN. I did not say so. They have 
aright, but they cannot go there. A State isa 
sovereignty, and cannot go outside of its juris- 
diction; but yet it may have rights in property 
belonging to all the States; and I am sorry the 
Senator has not sense enough to understand that 
point. 


| 


| Senator. 


| a Territory. 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. I should be sorry to have 
to borrow any from my friend from Missouri. 

Mr. GREEN. I have plenty to lend. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. He has discovered, he 
says, that a State cannot go into a Territory; and 
yet he saysa State has a rightin a Territory. It 
has no right in a Territory. I have stated that 
once, and | will come to it again by and by. 

Mr. GREEN. Mr. President—— , 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator from Mis- 
souri will keep his seat, | understand him better 
than he understands himself; and I will show him 
directly what 1 understand about the citizens of a 
State going into a Territory. 

Mr.GREEN. Mr. President, he does not un- 
derstand me. I claim the right to explain myself, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator from Mis- 


souri will be a little patient, he will find that I 


|| understand him; and thatI willstate his position 


fairly. Let him wait until I get through. 

Mr. GREEN. I am misrepresented by the 
Senator from Illinois, and I claim the right to 
explain myself. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Illinois is entitled to the floor, unless he 
yields it to the Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. GREEN. ‘The Senator has already mis- 
represented me, and I claim the right to explain. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If I have already mis- 
represented the Senator, I will hear his statement. 

Mr. GREEN. I did not say a State had no 
right ina ‘Territory. I said a State had a right 
in a Territory because that Territory belonged to 
all the States; but asa State had no right to go 
into a Territory, but the citizens of a State had, 
I wanted to know whether the citizens of that 
Staft should al] have an equal right to enjoy their 
property under the protection of law. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I understood the Senator 
precisely as I understand him now. | understood 
him to say that the State could not go into a 'Ter- 
ritory; and I understand him now to say a State 
has a right in a Territory. Now, I deny that a 
State has any rightina Territory. The Terri- 
tories do not belong to the States; and the States 
have no more to do with the Territories than the 
counties of a State have. The Territories of the 
United States belong just as completely to the 
General Government as if there were no subdi- 
visions of the United States into States. The 
State of Missouri has no more rightin the Terri- 
tory than the city of St. Louis. Does the Senator 
from Missouri understand that, with all his sense? 
1 tel! him, that I will give toa citizen of the State 
of Missouri precisely the same right to go into 
the territory of the United States that I claim for 
myself or any constituent of mine. 

Mr. GREEN. Will the Senator allow me one 
half minute ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think I understood the 
if | have misrepresented him, | will 
hear him; but otherwise, | prefer to go on and 
expose this fallacy. 

Mr. GREEN. Very well. If he declines to 
allow me to make an explanation, I will answer 
him at some other time to his heart’s content. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Sir, I am tired to death 
of this constant cry aboutthe inequality of States. 
The Senator from Oregon—I do not mean the one 
who sits nearest me [Mr. Baker|—scarce ever 
makes a speech, that he does not speak about 


equal rights and the equality of the States; aS if 


any man in America denied the equality of the 
States in this Confederacy. 

Having shown, then, that, as a State, no State 
has a rightin the common Territories, [ now say, 
in regard to individuals, that I will give to the in- 
dividuals all over this land the same rights to go 
into the Territories of the United States; but I 
will give none of them, from my State or Mis- 
souri, the right to take the law of Illinois or the 
law of Missouri into the Territories. If the Sen- 
ator from Missouri cannot go into a Territory 
with his slaves, neither can [. If the Senator 
from Missouri cannot go into a Territory with the 
banking system of Missouri, neither can I take 
the banks of Illinois in which Lam interested into 


local law can any man take to a Territory. I 
apprehend, sir, there is nothing in this cry of 
inequality in regard either to the States or to 
citizens. We are all to have the same rights. 
But the Senator from Kentucky has presented 
a proposition—a very strange one; and, as | am 
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up. | will say a few words in regard to that. In 
the speech accompanying it, he speaks of it as 
similar to the Missouri compromise. A great 
misapprehension is made to prevail in the country 
in regard either to the Missouri compromise or 
the Senator’s propositions. I see it stated in the 
newspapers that the Senator from Kentucky (and 

1 am sorry he isnot here) proposes to restore the 
Missouri compromise, and that that will give | 
peace to the country; and we are asked, now, | 
why can you not assent to the Missouri compro- 
mise? You objected to its repeal, why not re- 
store it? I tell the Senator from Kentucky I will 
agree to the Missouri compromise to-morrow. I 
am quite willing that you should reénact the Mis- 
sourt compromise justas was, in totidemverbis—in 
the very words in which it was enacted in 1820. 
What was it? 
acquired from France lying north of 369 30’ north 
latitude, and not embraced in the State of Mis- 
souri, neither slavery or involuntary servitude 
should ever exist. Lam willing to vote for that | 
to-morrow if it will be at all gratifying to my 
friend from Kentucky. The effect of that would 
he, to do what? Toexclude slavery from Kansas 
and Nebraska. ‘That is all. That is the Mis- | 
souri compromise; and if you want to reénact it, 
I will vote for it; you may copy the words from 
the statute of 1820. 

But, sir, that is a very different proposition | 
from the one which the Senator from Kentucky 
has made. His proposition is to run a line 
through other territory. ‘That is a different ques- 
tion. Because two individuals who have hada 
dispute about a quarter section of land, have, in 
a spirit of compromise, divided it by a particular | 
line of latitude, it does not follow that they nfust 
divide all other lands which they may afterwards 
acquire, by the same parallel of latitude. I[t is 
a very diflerent question. ‘The Senator’s propo- 
osition is very different in another respect. The | 
Missouri compromise did not establish slavery 
south of the line of 36° 30’ north latitude. It said 
nothing about it. It prohibited slavery north of 
that line. ‘The Senator from Kentucky proposes, 
by the Constitution, to recognize and establish 
slavery south of 36° 30’. That isa very different 
thing from the Missouri compromise. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Willthe Senator allow 
me a word? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. | Certainly. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. There was another 
compromise, if you recollect. This territory did 
not belong to the United States at the time of the 
Missouri compromise; but it did belong to the 
United States at the time of the compromise of | 
1850. By the compromise of 1850, a power was, 
in substance, given to the Legislature of New | 
Mexico to establish slavery. In the exercise of | 
that power, she has established it; and it exists | 
there now. My resolution only proposes that 
you shall recognize the existing and indisputable 
fact of its existence; and to assume that status as 
the status that is to continue until it becomes a | 
State; and then the people are to decide for them- | 
selves. } 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, why does | 
the Senator from Kentucky want to interfere with 
the compromises of 1850? They were passed to 
give peace to the country. We Republicans are 
not proposing to disturb them. Why does he | 
not stand by those compromises ? He says au- 
thority was given to the people of New Mexico, | 
under the compromise of 1850, to establish sla- 
very if they wanted to. Well, authority was given 
them to repeal the law establishing it if they 
wanted to do so; was it not? Why does the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky want to take away from the 
xcople of New Mexico the power to repeal the 
oe establishing slavery if they think proper to 
do so? Why does he want to overturn the com- 
promise of 1850? The Republican party are not 
proposing it, 

Mr. GREEN. 
ask one question ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. GREEN. It is this: if the compromise of 
1820 was designed to be fair and equal; if it pro- 
hibited slavery on one side of the line, did it not } 
recognize it on the other; and if it did not, was it | 
not unfair and unequal ? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It did not say anything | 
about it on the other. 

Mr. GREEN. Did it not recognize it? 


Will the Senator allow me to | 


Mr. TRUMBULL. It neither recognized nor 
prohibited it; and it was not unfair and unequal, 
for this reason: the State of Missouri at that time 
was knocking for admission into the Union, and 


| a great controversy then existed as to whether 
| Missouri should come into the Union asa slave 


| State. 


| very should never go. 


in the rest of the territory acquired from Louis- 
iana, lying north of 36° 30’ of north latitude, and 
not embraced within the limits of Missouri, sla- 
' That was the contract, 
and that was the contract which was violated in 


| 1854; which violation has occasioned a great deal 


of the difficulty we have had in the country since 


| that time. 


Thatin all the territory which we 1] 


| you come there? 


Mr. GREEN. Will the Senator allow me? 
Un to 1854, | understand ({[ may be mistaken; 
and if lam mistaken I am willing to be corrected) 
that the Senator coéperated with me and my party. 


If we restore that compromise in its originai terms, | 


will he come back and be with us again? 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, Senators 


on the other side have a strange way of putting 


questions and stating positions. ‘They talk about | 


the United States making civil war on a State, 
when a State makes the war on the United States. 

Mr.GREEN. lam not talkingabout civil war. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from Mis- 
sourl wants to know if | will come back to the 
Democratic party. Why, sir, I will allow him 
to come back to the Democratic party. That is 
it. You may come back, and I will recognize you 


in good fellowship with the old Democracy, if | 


you will come back and stand on its old platform. 

Mr. GREEN. Mr. President 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Illinois give way to the Senator from 
Missouri? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes sir; I will hear the 
Senator. 

Mr. GREEN. If the Senator will go exactly 
where he stood in 1854, according to his own 
words, and hisown honor, I will meet him. Will 
{Laughter. } 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Iwill. Iam glad we are 


getting together. I will say to the Senator from 





| Missouri to-day, introduce your proposition to 


restore the Missouri compromise just as it stood 
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| that a!l laws passed by her Legislativ 
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e Assembly 


were required to be submitted to Congress; and 


_ if disapproved, were null and of no effect. 


That controversy was settled by allowing | 
her to come in as a slave State, on condition that 


| 


} 








| in 1854, and I will stand by the compromises of | 





| Government. 


1850. 
Mr. GREEN. That will do. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I ask why are they dis- 


| turbed, what is the occasion of all this uproar in 


the country, and why is it laid at the door of the 
Republican party? Why is the Senator from 
Kentucky seeking to overturn the compromises 
®f 1850? Why may we not stand right by them? 
Why any new legislation; why any proposition 
to amend the Constitution; why not stand upon 
the great settlement made in 1850, and not attempt 


to introduce a provision here to establish slavery | 
south of a certain line, which that compromise | 
When, at that time, a proposition | 


did not do? 
was made in the Senate Chamber to exten@ sla- 


very, a distinguished Senator from Kentucky, | 


now deceased, uttered a sentiment which alone 


should make him immortal. He said that he never | 


would, and no human power ever should compel 
him to vote to extend slavery over one foot of 
territory then free. I regret I have to say that 
the distinguished Senator now representing Ken- 


tucky proposes to do that very thing which the | 
immortal Clay declared that no power under God | 


could ever induce him to do. 


Why may we not, then, settle this matter? || 
Let your new legislation go; abandon your prop- | 


ositions of compromise by amendments to the 


Constitution, and your appeals to the Republican | 


party to do something, as if they had power to 
do anything. They have not had control of this 
The South have had the entire 
control of the Government. They have made 
all the laws, and made them to suit themselves. 
What are they complaining of? Why is it that 
the Government is to be dissolved, and civil war 


inaugurated? We will stand by the compromises | 


as they were made. We are not proposing to 
change them. 
lation was left subject to the action of Congress; 
and if it be true, as the Senator from Kentucky 
insists, that New Mexico was authorized by the 


organic act to establish slavery, it is also true | 


Under the compromise of 1850— | 
1 wish this to be borne in mind—territorial legis- | 





I did not propose, when I rose, to enter into a 
discussion of the amendments to the Constitution 
proposed-by the Senator from Kentucky. Th, =o 
are many objections to them, besides the fact that 
they establish slavery. The Proposition js . 
amend the Constitution in afi unconstitutional 
way—not to submit amendments to the Constit,,. 
tion according to the termsof the instrument itse 


; elf, 
| which declares that ‘Congress, whenever wn 
thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary 


’ 


shall propose amendments to this Constitution’ 
But the Senator from Kentucky seeks to propose 
amendments to the Constitution by a majority 
vote; and he says in his remarks that is not for- 
bidden by the Constitution. Sir, it is forbidden 
by the Constitution; for I take it that when the 
Constitution provides a particular way in which 
amendments -— be proposed, that very fact pre- 
cludes the idea that you can propose them in any 
other way. There are two ways provided—one 
is by the action of two thirds of both Houses of 
Congress, and the other is ** on the application of 
the Legislatures of two thirds of the several 
States,’’ Congress is required to ‘* call a conyen- 
tion for proposing amendments, which, in either 
case, shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, 
as part of this Constitution, when ratified by the 
Legislatures of three fourths of the several Siates, 
or by conventions in threefourths thereof, as one 
or the other mode of ratification may be proposed 
by the Congress.” 

The Senator from Kentucky proposes to sul- 
mit amendments to the Constitution in a third 
way—by a majority vote—and he says thatis not 
forbidden. Why, sir, I think the pointing out of 
the specific ways by which the Constitution may 
be amended, as effectually precludes the idea that 
you can amend itin any other way, as if it were 


| so expressed in so many words. 


Now, sir, my idea of preserving the peace of this 
country, and of the duty which is devolved upon 
us here, is not that we should yield, as the Sen- 


| ator from Mississippi suggests, to the threats and 


demands of States which say that they want no 
compromise, and want no concessions, and are 
determined to set up for themselves, and expel 
the Federal Government from their borders; but 
that we should rally around the Constitution, and 
enforce the laws under it; and then, not when 
States come here threatening civil war, not when 
our vessels are fired into, not when our forts are 
taken possession of, but when the States all ac- 
knowledge themselves within the Union, and 
under the Constitution, if there are any griev- 
ances, letthem be removed. Then, if there is any 
thing wrong in the Constitution, let us amend 1t 


according to the mode provided in the instrument. 


I do not believe that we shall better the Constitu- 
tion by any amendment which may be made toil. 

Ido not believe there is any cause for thes¢ 
complaints inthe South. Ido not believe there 
is any intention on the part of the incoming Ad- 
ministration, or of its friends anywhere, to make 
slaves of the southern people, or to interfere in 
any manner with their rights. We have said this 
over and over again; and yet the complaint is 
made that weare for encroaching upon their rights, 
and they talk of defending themselves agains‘ en- 
croachments. Why, sir, we donot propose to 
make any encroachment. Some complain about 
the fugitive slave law. Let me say to southern 
Senators, that the fugitive slave law would prob- 
ably be enforced with greater certainty under the 
administration of Mr. Lincoln than under the ad- 
ministration of either Buchanan or Pierce; and 
why? Because that fugitive slave law is an obnox- 
ious law to the sentiment of the North, to begin 
with. Then, under the present Administration, 
it has been enforced in an obnoxious manner; 
officers who were obnoxious to a great majority 
of the northern people, are charged with its en- 
forcement; and hence there is much greater diffi- 
culty in enforcing it than there would be under 
an Administration of a different character. 

Mr. GREEN. Will the Senator allow me to 
ask him one question? If, under the present law, 
the commissioners appointed by law should call 
upon him, as a part of the posse comitatus, to ar- 
rest a fugitive slave or deliver him to his owner, 
would he yield obedience to it? 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Iam glad that the 5en- 


186 


ator fr 
will le 
pr VIS 


pr ris 
porta 
reasot 
re nuls 
Mr. 
Mr. 
answe 
an an: 
slave 
duty « 
There 


ly w 
No cl 
slaves 
any n 
offens 
from ! 
(for i 
of run 
do it « 
not dc 
Mr 
ful off 
Mr 
to col 
Mr 
Mr 
anoth 
Mr 
and ¢ 
robbe 
Mr 
the la 
to aid 
Carol 
cause 
riva 
see 
suits 
Mr 
derst: 
Th 
ator f 
Mr 
Mi 
him. 
Mr 
that | 
office 
or a ¢ 
if the 
itatus 
choos 
Mr 
choo: 
Mi 
supp: 
bette: 
Th 
prese 
tutled 
M 
beco: 
char; 
ing f 
come 
with 
Miss 
joini 
com} 
his 1 
M 
M 
Stat 
com 
a fus 
the 
it to 
exec 
M 
you 
M 
Mis 
cate 
I wi 
will 
am 
Ney 
nic} 
und 
com 





1861. 








atorfrom Missouri has asked that question, as it {| not at hand, | might, as a citizen, arrest the mur- 


will lead me to make a remark or two about that || derer. 
There is a || 


provision in the fugitive slave law. 
provision in that act which has no practical im- 
portance ; which I never could conceive of any 
reason for putting there, except it was to make it 
repulsive to northern sentiment 

Mr. GREEN. I want an answer. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator will get an | 
answer. I neverdodge a question. He will get | 
an answer. Let him be patient. The fugitive 
slave law contains a clause declaring it to be the 
duty of all good citizens to aid in its execution. 
There is no penalty attached to a refusal to com- 
ily with this requirement. Why wasit putthere? 
No citizen is bound to aid in the arrest of fugitive 
slaves under that law because of those words, 
any more than if they were not there. Itis an 
offensive provision. Now, then, if the Senator 
from Missouri wants to know if I will voluntarily 
(for it amounts to that) make myself a catcher 
of runaway negroes, I tell him, no. I weuld not | 
do it either in the North or the South. I would 
not do it if I lived in a slave State. 

Mr. GREEN. Under the command of a law- 
ful officer authorized to do it? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. No officer has any power 
to command me to do it. 

Mr. GREEN. When resisted by a mob? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Now, you are putting 
another question. 

Mr.GREEN. Then ft ask you will you aid 
and assist in arresting a criminal, a perjurer, a 
robber, a thief,and a knave? Will you do that? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. When, Mr. President, 
the laws are disobeyed, and it becomes my duty 
to aid in their execution, even if it be in South 
Carolina, | am for discharging that duty; but be- 
cause [ am for enforcing the laws, | am not, asa 

rivate citizen, for stepping out of the way to go 
fanaa either horse thieves or negroes, unless it 
suits my convenience to do so. 

Mr.GREEN. Very well; then am [ to un- 
derstand the Senator 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ator from Illinois give way ? 

Mr.GREEN. Will he allow me? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Yes, sir; | will allow 
him. 

Mr. GREEN. AmIto understand him to say | 
that he will not assist, if called upon by a legal 
officer underalawful writ, to arresta fugitive slave 








Does the Sen- | 


} 
| 


| 


It would depend on circumstances. 

Mr. GREEN. Now, let me ask him another 
question. Suppose the Senator was at his own 
home, and a fugitive slave went through his own 
town, and was arrested by his own marshal or 
commissioner under a lawful writ, under the fugi- 
tive slave law, and a mob was raised to rescue 


the Senator, would he obey that order? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator changes his 
issue, and asks another question. 

Mr. GREEN. 1 do not change it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
course, suffer myself to be interrogated, and to 
answer every question which the Senator from 
Missouri may ask; but in regard to that question, 
and then Lam done with this questioning: i think 
I have answered him pretty fully already. I will 
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state, and have already stated, that there is no | 
| penalty annexed to the refusal of a citizen to join 


the posse comitatus under the fugitive slave act. 
Mr. MASON. Will the Senator allow me one 
moment? I do not propose to interrogate him. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I give way. 
Mr. MASON. Lunderstand the Senator to say 
that he never could understand certain provisions 
of the Jaw for the reclamation of fugitive slaves; 


and one of them was, that it required the posse | 


comitatus, or the power of the county, to aid the 


| officer in executing the writ, and yet imposed no | 


|| penalty for disobedience. 


That, I understood 
to be the objection to the law. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I say that is the law. 

Mr. MASON. Very well; thatis the objection 
to the law. 

Mr. GREEN. Mr. President—— 

Mr. MASON. Allow me to goon. Thatlaw 
is simply this—and if there be any defect in it, I 


| probably am more responsible than others—the 
| law authorizes the marshals and the deputy mar- 


| shals to execute the process. 


Other laws of the 
United Statesauthorize the marshals and deputy 


| marshals, in the execution of the process, if they 


are resisted, or apprehend resistance, to summon 
the power of the county to enable them to do it; 


and the fugitive slave law does this in addition: |} 


it appoints a number of officers as commissioners 


to determine upon the right of the claimant, and | 


| for convenience authorizes those commissioners, 


or a criminal, unless he choose to do so,and that || 


if the legal process is resisted, and the posse com- | 
itatus is called upon, he will not go unless he 
chooses? 


Mr. BAKER. 
chooses, anyhow. 

Mr. GREEN. You suppose; but I want no | 
supposition. I want his answer. That is much 
better. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Gentlemen will | 
preserve order. ‘The Senator from Illinois is en- 
utled to the floor. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, when I 
become a police officer, k shall endeavor to dis- 
charge my duties; but I shall not go about hunt- 
ing for fugitives, or hunting for negroes, unless it | 
comes particularly in my way. | am not charged | 
with these duties; and | say to the Senator from | 
Missouri now, if he wants to know, in regard to 
joining the posse comitatus, there is no power to 
compel any man to join the posse comitatus against 
his will. 

Mr. GREEN. Very well; I understand. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The laws of the United 
States, including the fugitive slave law, do not 
compel any man to join the posse comitatus to catch 
a fugitive slave. There is no penalty attached to 
the refusal to comply with the provision declaring 
it to be the duty of all good citizens to aid in the 
execution of the fugitive slave law. 

Mr. GREEN. Do I understand you to say that 
you will not do it unless you choose? 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I do tell the Senator from. || 


lissouri that I will not, unless I choose, help to | 
catch arunaway negro. If he wants to know if 
I will help to catch a murderer, I tell him that 
will depend on the circumstances of the case. If | 
a murder was committed last night in the city of | 
New York, Ido not expect to take the cars to- | 
night to go there to help arrest the murderer; but, | 
under different circumstances, when a murder was 





I suppose he will not unless he | 
(Laughter. ] 1) 


| a posse; and if any disobey, does the Senator mean * 








if necessary, to depute special officers to execute 


| the law at all. 


| violates his duty because there is no penalty to 


Well, sir, I shall not, of || 


| in their enforcement. 








315 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Illinois give way to the Senator from 
Missouri? : : 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Will this be the last? 

Mr. GREEN. This will be the last. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Well. 

Mr. GREEN. Everybody knows that it is the 


| duty of the Senator, if called upon to assist in 
him, and the public were called upon, including | 


executing the law, to turn out and assist in doing 
it. He will not answer whether he will do it or 
not; but says he has a right to refuse because 
there is no penalty. I say this: that a man who 
coerce him, is as bad as the man who incurs the 
penalty of death. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That,then, I suppose, is 


the question which the Senator from Missouri 


wanted to ask me. 


Mr. GREEN. That is the question; yes, sir. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. He has interpolated a 
speech, instead of asking a question, 

Mr. GREEN. I have asked 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator has prom- 
ised, | believe, to be still. Now, sir, there being 
no obligation—and there has been a misapprehen- 
sion in regard to that matter, I think, in the public 
mind—there being no legal obligation upon the 





| citizen to join the posse, | think it was a mistake 
| of the Senator from Virginia to put sucha clause 


in the law; a clause offensive to the public senti- 
ment of the North, and which did not strengthen 
In regard to this thing of joining 
the posse comitatus, all good citizens, when the 
laws are resisted, should hold themselves ready 
upon proper occasions, and at proper times, to aid 
Our institutions rest upon 
the respect of the people for the laws; but as to 
whether, in a particular instance, aman will join 
the posse comitatus or not, will depend on the cir- 
cumstances of the case. 

But, sir, I did not intend making any length- 
ened remarks, but only to reply in a few words 
to what I thought to be the false assumptions of 


Senators on the other side as to this whole con- 


their mandates; and it gives to these special offi- || 


cers, what the marshals always had, the power 
to summon a posse if they were resisted. Now 
the Senator says there isno penalty. Why, I 
take it for granted the Senator knows that at 
common-law the sheriff has the right to summon 


to say there is no penalty? If any disobey, they 
commit a misdemeanor, and are indictable for 
that misdemeanor in refusing to obey the order 
of the executive officer. The marshal has the 
same power; and these deputies appointed under 
the fugitive slave law have that power; and if 
any refuse to obey, they commit a misdemeanor, 
and are punishable for it. 


Mr. GREEN. Mr. President 





Mr. TRUMBULL. Let me answer the Sen- | 


ator from Virginia now. 
by two at once. 
Mr. GREEN. 
mark. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Illinois is entitled to the floor, unless he 
chooses to yield it. 


I cannot be interrupted 


I only desire to make a re- 


Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from Vir- | 
ginia seems to suppose that it is a misdemeanor, | 


| troversy. I shall not take up the time of the Sen- 


ate by going into any lengthened argument, but 
will state in a few words what I suppose to be 
our duty here; and that is, in the first place, io 
endeavor to maintain the Constitution and the laws 
as we have them. When the attack is made by 
the seceding States, or by mobs in the southern 
States, upon the constituted authorities, there can 
be no doubt as to our duty in such a case. | was 
saying, when interrupted, that the North was not 


| disposed to make any encroachments upon the 
| South. 1 was saying that even this fugitive slave 


law would most likely be better executed under 
Mr. Lincoln’s administration than under Mr. 


| Buchanan’s, and was giving some reasons for this 


opinion. We know that Mr. Lincoln, in his pub- 


| lic speeches, has said that so long as this statute 


stands, objectionable as it may be, he would con- 
sider it his duty to have it executed. He has 
said, further, that, in his opinion, the slave own- 


| ers were entitled, under the Constitution, to a 


‘| nal laws are to punish an innocent one. 


reasonable law to reclaim their runaway slaves; 


| and he has said that he would not object to any 


law for that purpose which was not more likely 
to enslave a free man than your common crimi- 
i Now, 


|| does the Senator from Virginia want anything 


at common-law, to refuse to join the posse comi- || 


tatus when properly summoned. Be itso. We 
have no common-law offenses in the United States 
courts. It is no misdemeanor in this country, 
except it be under a statute; and there is no@en- 
eral statute of the United States imposing a pen- 


alty or making it an offense to refuse to-join the | 
There are some specific laws, | 
some, | think, in regard to revenue, where, if a | 


posse comitatus. 


person refuses to join the posse, he is subjected 
to penalties; but there is no general law of that 
kind, and a man is not subject to be indicted for 
a misdemeanor who refuses to join a posse, when 


slave law. 


committed in my presence, and the officers were || more, and | will ask him no further quesuons? 


more than that?) Would he not be satisfied with 
a law which should give no more chance for a 
fugitive slave to escape than there is to convict an 
innocent man under our criminal laws? 

Mr. MASON. If the Senator wants an an- 
swer, | will say to him that my experience of the 
execution of the fugitive slave law in most of the 
non-slaveholding States shows that the law is of 
no value to the South. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Well, sir, if that be so, 
L apprehend the fault is not with the Federal Gov- 


| ernment; the fault is not with the Republican 


party; and it seems to me, if you have all you 
want, and all you ask, in regard to the fugitive 


slave law, and then, if we stand by the compro- 


mise measures of 1850, you ought to be satisfied. 
We only complicate things, we only increase the 


| difiiculties, when we come forward to overturn 


|commanded by a marshal, under this fugitive | 


these settlements; and now I do appeal to my 
friend from Kentucky, and ask him why he can 


|| not join me, and stand right by the compromise 


Mr. GREEN. Will theSenator allow me once | 


measures of 1850? ‘The Senator from Missourl, 
I understand, is willing to do that. That needs 
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no new legislation. You contend that, under the 
compromise of 1850, you have the right to take 
slaves into the Territories. Ideny it. [I do not 
think so. Wedifferabout thatright; but let that 
difference exist. We can get along with that. 
We have got along with it for ten years. Why 
disturb these compromises? They gave peace to 
the country ata time of great disturbance. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I suppose the Senator 
does not wish me to answer him now, but desires 
to conciude his argument. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 do not desire to engage 
the Senator from Kentucky ina discussion at this 
time, but simply to call his attention to the com- 

womiuse of 1850, and see if we do not stand in a 
Canes position just as we are than by attempting 
to paich up some new compromise. For my 
life, I cannot see the occasion for all this agita- 
tion in the country and for States threatening to 
go out of the Union, unless it be simply the fact 
that the Republican party has, in the constitu- 
tional mode, elected its candidate for the Presi- 
dency. Thatisal! 1 can see. Inasmuch as we 
have not been in power, we certainly have done 
nothing; and although Senators who say they 
iove the Umon will pick out an isolated passage 
from Mr. Lincoln’s speeches, or from the speeches 
of some extreme man, and reiterate it over and 
over again, as if further to inflame the public mind, 
still, when you come back and look at the public 
course of the President elect, at his avowed opin- | 
ions, at the platform upon which he is elected, 
you will find nothing that interferes in the least 
with the rights of the South; nothing that denies | 
the equality of the States; nothing that denies the 
equality of any individual from any of the States 
i the common Territories of the United States. 

It is a mistaken notion to suppose that a person 
from any portion of the country can take to the 
Territories the laws and the institutions which 
owe their existence to the local legislation in his 
own State. Then, it seems to me, all we have to 
do is to rally around the Censtitution, sustain the 


constituted authorities of the country, and, my | 


word for it, if that is done, one year will not 
elapse, after Mr. Lincoln shall be inaugurated as 
President, before his administration will have 
shown by its acts—and it seems that is the only 
way we can ever show it to the South—that no 
encroachment is to be made upon the rights of 
the South; we shall have a better state of feeling 
in this country than we have had for many years. 
‘That, sir, | hope to see, and I believe that we 
shall see :t. The misrepresentation has been so 
ersistent, so often repeated as to the views of the 
Republican party, that it seems impossible to dis- | 
abuse the minds of the people of the South, unul 

by our acts we show that we intend no encroach- 


ment upon their rights. | 


Mr MASON. Mr. President 
Mr. GREEN. 1 desire the Senator from Vir- 
ginia to permit me to take the floor for next 





Monday. 1} 


Mr. MASON. I wanted to propose only this: 


my colleague, who is not now in the Senate, [Mr. || 
Lienren,| having been called away, I understand | 
has the floor to-morrow on a resolution that he || 
offered some time ago, and which was made the | 
order of the day for to-morrow. 


The Suvject now before the Senate is the Pres- 
ident’s message, and I understood that the Senator 
from New York, (Mr. Sewarp,] having the floor 
for Saturday, will continue the discussion on this 
message on Saturday. I move, therefore, that its 
further consideration be postponed unul Saturday, 
which willgive way for my colleague to-morrow, 
and the Senator from New York, will have the 
floor on this question on Saturday. Then the 
Senator from Missouri can take it for Monday. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. What is the 


hour the Senator named? 


ifr. MASON. My motion is to postpone the || 


further consideration of this subjectuntil Saturday, 
and make it the special order for one o’clock. 

Mr.CRITTENDEN. I give notice that I will | 
move to postpone all business to take up and con- 
sider the resolutions of pacification, and to con- 
tinue them to the exclusion of all other business | 
until they are dispos: d of. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
before the Senate is, that the President’s message 
which is now under discussion upon a motion to 
print, be postponed until Saturday, and be made | 


. i 
the special order for one o’clock on thatday. || 


Mr.CAMERON. I move to amend that prop- 


osition by saying that the whole subject be post- | 


ting until Monday. One of the Senators from 
New York has given notice that on Saturday he 


intends to address the Senate, and I do not want || i 
any special order made that will interfere with || tha: they might state to us fully, fairly, and fa 


him. 

Several Senators. He is to speak on this 
quesuon. 

Mr. CAMERON. Very well, then. 

Mr. BIGLER. The motion to postpone is 
perfectly right. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I move that the Senate 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvnrspay, January 10, 186). 
The House met at-tweive o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srocxron, 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House orders of the Postmaster Gen- 


eral for deductions, fines, remissions, &c.4 on the | 


pay of mail contractors, from July 2, 1859, to 
June 30, 1860; which was laid on the table, and 


_ ordered to be printed. 


SELECT COMMITTEE. 


The SPEAKER appointed Mr. Howarp, of 


Michigan; Mr. Brancu, of North Carolina; Mr. 
Dawes, of Massachusetts; Mr. Joun Cocurane, 
of New York; and Mr. Hickman, of Pennsylva- 


| nia, as members of the select committee ordered 


by the House on the 9th instant, to whom the 
special message of the President was referred, 
with certain instructions. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. BOTELER. I respectfully ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to make a personal 
explanation. 

“he SPEAKER. If no objection is made, the 
gentleman will proceed. The Chair hears no ob- 
jection. 

Mr. BOTELER. My attention was arrested 
this morning by a paragraph in a paper published 
in the district which [ have the honor to repre- 
sent, stating that the motion I submitted here on 
the second day of the present session, calling for 
the appointment of a committee of one from each 
State of the Union to take into consideration the 
present perilous condition of the country, was 
made at the instance of a member of the Repub- 
lican party. Now, sir, | do not choose to have 
any such representation made in reference to my 


|, action. I do not choose that it shall go forth to 


the public, and especially to the people who have 
intrusted me with the care of their interests, and 
the protection of their honor upon this floor, that 
I acted at the instance of a member of the Repub- 
lican party upon that occasion. 

My political career has been a brief and an 
humble one; but Il am not willing, brief and hum- 
ble as it is, that it shall be tainted, directly or 
indirectly, by any suspicion of a want of loyalty 


on my part to the good old Commonwealth of 


which Lama citizen. I made that motion, sir, 


| upon my own responsibility as one of the Rep- 


resentatives of Virginia. I made itafter consulta- 
tion with prominent gentlemen upon the Demo- 


cratic side of the House, and with prominent 


gentlemen belonging to the party to which I have 
the honor to belong—the southern Opposition 
party. There were other gentlemen who had 
ania propositions ready to submitat that time. 
The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Wins- 
Lowg and the gentleman before me from New 
York [Mr. Jonn Cocurane] had similar prop- 
ositions; and the distinguished gentleman from 


| that committee, whether they meant to be 
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for those I represent terms of surrender, | made 


it in order to afford those upon the other side of 


| the House an opportunity to state to us and to the 
|| country whether they meant to tender to ys 
olive branch of peace or the sword. 


the 
I mad it 

a 
mn 
What 
we had declared to the world they were, or whethe, 
they meant to be conservative, as some of them 
protessed to be. 

I confess I am disappointed in the action of 
that committee. I was disappointed, sir, in tho 
manner in which that committee was constituted 
I am disappointed in the time which it has taken 
to report. It has had every opportunity for coy. 


to face, through their representative men yy, 


| ference. One month has elapsed since the com- 


mittee was raised; and the country has been Jook. 
ing with anxious expectation to see what would 
be the result of their deliberations. The me. 
bers of that committee have been excused from 
service upon this floor. Every facility has beoy 
afforded them, and yet they have not, up to this 
time, made a report, or indicated their disposi- 
tion to do so. Now, they must know that this is 
trifling with the best interests of the country, | 
am not one of those who yet despair of the Re- 
public. I have bound to my heart of hearts the 
heroic maxim which gave Rome the empire of 
the world: ‘* Never despair of the Republic;” but 
I must confess that, during the last week, my 
hopes have been dying out. And if that commii- 
tee do not soon report some measure of relief to 
the House, or if the House does not take some 


| effective action, I believe, ere another week clapses, 


it will be too late for those who desire to preserve 
this Union to save it from destruction. 


UNION RESOLUTIONS—NEW YORK. 
Mr. SICKLES, by unanimous consent, pre- 


sented to the House preamble and resolutions 
adopted by the mayor, aldermen, and common- 
alty of the city of New York, in reference to the 
state of the Union; which were laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 


SELECT COMMITTEE OF THIRTY-THREE. 


Mr. MAYNARD. Iask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce the following res- 
olution: 

Resolved, That the select committce, to whom was re- 
ferred the President’s special message of the 8th instant, 
be, and they are hereby, instructed to consider that portion 
of said message which recommends a reference to the vote 
of the people of the questions at issue between the differ 
ent sections of the country, and now agitating the public 
peace and threatening the speedy dissolution of the Gov 
ernment, and to report thereon atan early day either by bill 
or joint resolution. 


Mr. JONES objected. 
STEAM COMMUNICATION WITH CIIINA. 
Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, by unanimous con- 


sent, presented to the House a memorial of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the city of New York, 
asking for the establishment of mail facilities, by 
subsidies to a line of steamers, between the citics 
of San Francisco, in California, and Shanghat, in 
China, with connections at certain intermediate 
ports; which was referred to the Commitice on 
Commerce. 


NATIONAL CONVENTION. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I ask the 


unanimous consent of the House to present a me- 
morial of certain citizens of Philadelphia, request- 
ing Congress to call a national convention in In- 
dependence Hall, on the 22d of February next, 
or at some other day, to settle the difficulties of 
the country. ' 

No objection was made to its reception. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I move that 
it be laid on the table, and printed. 

Mr. BRANCH. With reference to the pape! 
just presented, I desire to say that it is not cus- 
tomary to have such papers printed, unless there 


Tennessee [Mr. Maynarp] had a proposition of || is#ssome particular reason for it. 


_ the same sort. I conferred with them, and they 


agreed with me in the propriety of my offering 
that resolution. I claimed the privilege of sub- 
mitting that motion, because I came from the 


| district which had suffered most wrong at the 
| hands of those who beicng to the anti-slavery 
| party of the North. I made that motion in no 


craven spirit of submission. I madeit, holding out 
no white flag of truce in order that 1 might obtain 


Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. The simple 
reason for printing it is the importance of the sub- 
ject. ' 

. Mr. QUARLES. I believe the rules require 
that a motion to print must go to the Commitice 
on Printing. 

Mr. JONES. I object to its being print d. 
Not one of these petitions proposes to give us our 
rights. They havea great deal to say about Union, 
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1861. 
but they say nothing about gentlemen obeying | 
their constitutional obligations. _ 
Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I know of || 
nobody who is not willing to give the South their | 
rights. There are points of variance between gen- | 
tlemen as to what are and what are not their | 
rights. 
ae SICKLES. I understand that this paper | 
is simply a memorial for Congress to call a con- 
yention of the States. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. That is all. || 
Mr. HOUSTON. A convention ean do no || 
harm; and if a convention of States cannot agree | 
| 


upon some plan to remedy the difficulties of the | 
country, they may, at least, possibly secure a | 
veaenaile separation of the States. Inno aspect |! 
of the case do I consider that a convention of States 
can do any harm. 

Mr. BRANCH. _I will state to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, that my remarks were not 
dictated by any unfriendliness to the memorial. 
I believe it has not been customary to print such 
papers, and [desired to call his attention to the 
question whether it would not be injudicious now 
to commence printing papers of that description, 
which are coming in upon us so rapidly at present, 
and which will continue to increase in number 
hereafter. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. Well, I will | 
withdraw the request to print, and let the memo- 
rial be referred. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If there is no objection, I | 
prefer that it should be printed. 

Mr. JONES. I object to the printing of any 
such papers. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. 
the memorial be read. 

Mr. JONES. | object to its being read. That 
very gentleman, who offers the memorial, is the 
last man to vote to give the South their rights. 

Mr. PHELPS. "The memorial has been re- 
ceived, and as some motion is to be made in ref- 
erence to its disposition, I think the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is entitled to have it read. I | 
think I am entitled to that, before | am called | 
upon to vote in reference to it. 

Mr. GROW. [rise toa pointof order, which 
applies to all memorials. I think we are falling | 
into a bad practice. It has been the practice to | 
receive the memorials of State Legislatures, and 
have them printed. But if we fall into the prac- | 
tice of reading memorials of mass meetings, all | 
our time will be consumed, as it has been this 
morning, to the exclusion of business. All these 
memorials should be referred under the rule. 

Mr. COX. The memorial was received by 
unanimous consent; and gentlemen ought to un- 
derstand that this memorial is signed by members 
of both parties, and that it comes from that por- 
tion of the United States in which Independence 
Hall is situated, wherein the Constitution was 
made. Itis for a national convention; and there 
is nothing partisan init. I hope the gentleman | 
from Georgia will withdraw his objection and 
allow it to be read and printed. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. 
rial was received without objection. 

Mr. JONES. I object. The time of this House 
may be consumed from now to doomsday by 
bringing in such trash as that. It amounts to | 
nothing. | 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. The gentle- | 
man from Georgia regards everything as trash 
that looks to the reconciliation of the country. | 

TheSPEAKER. The memorial was received | 
by unanimous consent; and the question is now | 
upon the resolution to print. 

Mr. BURNETT. Is that motion debatable ? 

The SPEAKER. It is. | 

Mr. BURNETT. Well, sir, [ desire to de- | 
bate it, 





I ask that | 








The memo- | 





Mr. GROW. I must rise to a question of or- 
der. My colleague’s proposition was that the 
memorial be laid upon the table, and printed; and | 
no one objected to that. The unanimous consent 
given was for that purpose, and no other. 

Che SPEAKER. No objection was made, in 
the hearing of the Chair, to the reception of the 
memorial. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
then moved that it be laid upon the table, and || 
printed. | 

Mr. GROW. My point of order is, that when | 
a gentleman asks unanimous consent to do a par- | 
Ucular thing, and no objection is made, he can || 

- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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|| ticular thing. 


| gentleman cannot take it from me for that pur- 


only, under that unanimous consent, do that par- | 
My colleague only asked that the 
memorial be laid upon the table, and printed; and 
nobody objected to that. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I stated the 
purport of the memorial before I presented it, and | 
while asking the consent of the | 
printed. 
Mr. GROW. Until the Speaker states what 
object a gentleman has in view, members are not 
in a condition to object. In this case, no such | 
proposition was made to the House; but they | 
acted on the statement of my colleague. If the 
Chair had stated that my colleague desired to pre- | 
sent the memorial, and to leave it open for dis- 
cussion, objection would have been made, because 
it could have been referred under the rules. If 


| we depart from that practice, the whole time of 
'| the House may be taken up in the discussion of || 


memorials. My point of order is, that the me- | 
morial was received only upon the statement of | 
my colleague that he desired it to be laid upon 
the table, and printed, and for no other purpose. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I withdraw 
the motion to print. 


Mr. BURNETT. 


I have the floor, and the 


ose. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then, as we have to vote 
on the question of printing, I ask for the reading | 
of the memorial. Of course, 1 have a right to | 
have the memorial read. 

Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman can have that | 
done when I have concluded my remarks. He 


cannot take the floor from me for that purpose. || 


The SPEAKER. The Chair knows of no 
reason why the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
may not withdraw the motion to print. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. Then I with- 
draw the motion to print. 

The SPEAKER. The motion to refer is de- 
batable. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I withdraw | 
the memorial. 

The SPEAKER. There is nothing, then, be- | 
fore the House. 

Mr.SHERMAN. [I call for the regular order | 
of business. | 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of business | 
is the consideration of matters in relation to the 
District of Columbia. 

Mr. BURNETT. 
the House? 

The SPEAKER. No, sir; it has been with- 
drawn. 





Is not that memorial before 


EMPLOYES IN CLERK’S OFFICE. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid | 

before the House a communication from the 

Clerk of the House, transmitting a list of the | 

clerks and other employés in his office; which 

was laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 
CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF THE HOUSE. 


The SPEAKER also, by unanimous consent, || 


SIONAL GLOBE. 


Louse that it be || 
| 
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The gentleman is right in 


The SPEAKER. 
that. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Well, this is not District 
business; and I object to its coming in. Tam will- 
ing and anxious to assist in an “proper legisla- 
tion for the District; but this bill does not belong 
to that class of business, and I am opposed to 
admitting other matters which do not legiti- 


| mately belong to the District. 


Mr. CARTER. The bill was referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia: and we 


| now report it back, and ask its passage. 


Mr. BRIGGS. The bill is clearly a private 
bill, and does not relate to the District of Colum- 
bia. I move that it be referred to a Committee 
of the Whole on the Private Calendar. 

Mr. HUGHES. This bill is reported by the 
Committee for the District of Columbia. It was 
upon the District calendar last year; and I be- 
lieve a bill of a similar character was considered 
and passed. There were several private bills 
reported by the committee that were considered 
at the last session, on the day appropriated for 
the business of the District of Columbia. We 


| consider that it comes fairly within the allotment 


of business for to-day. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is very clearly of 


| the opinion that the order of the day relates ex- 


clusively to the legitimate business of the District 


| of Columbia. This is manifestly a private bill, 


and does not come within the special order. It 
will be returned to the gentleman from New 


York. 
RAILWAYS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


Mr. CARTER. I am instructed by the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia to report back 


| a bill (H. R. No. 824) to incorporate the Waslhi- 
| ington City and Georgetown Railway Company, 


and to ask that it be put upon its passage. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon order- 
ing the bill to be engrossed, and read the third 
time. 

Mr. HUGHES. I would ask the chairman of 
the committee whether he has been authorized 
by a quorum of the committee to report the bill 
in this form? I wish to state to the eee that, 
when the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union rose on the 9th of May last—busi- 
ness of the District of Columbia being then the 


| special order—they had under consideration a bill 


reported by myself from a minority of the com- 
mittee, there being at the same time a substitute 


pending offered by the chairman of the commit- 


| tee, which was also a minority report. 


This 
report, then, does not come from the committee 
proper. I shall move that the House resolve it- 
self into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, for the purpose of resuming the 


| business where it was suspended on the 9th of 


laid before the House the annual report of the |! 


Clerk of the House on the contingent expenses of 
the House; which was laid upon the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 


The SPEAKER stated that the regular order || 


of business was the consideration of business 


relating to the District 6f Columbia; which had || 
been set for to-day, and that reports were in order || 


from the Committee for the District of Columbia. | 
J. W. NYE. | 
Mr. CARTER. I am instructed by the Com- | 
mittee for the District of Columbia to report back, | 
with a recommendation that it be put upon its | 
passage, Senate bill No. 474, to provide for the | 
bg of the claim of J. W. Nye, assignee of | 
eter Bargy, jr, and Hugh Stewart. | 
The bill was read. | 
Mr. HOUSTON. How does that bill get before | 
the House? 
The SPEAKER. It is reported from the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia. 
Mr. HOUSTON. It is not District business. | 
The SPEAKER. It was referred to the com- 
mittee by the order of the House, and the chair- 
man now reports it back. The Committee for | 
the District of Columbia was called for reports, 
and the chairman reported back this bill. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I understand that to-day || 
was set apart for the business of the District of | 
Columbia. Am I right in that? 


May last, being the consideration of a bill for the 
construction of city passenger railways in the city 
of Washington. 

Mr. GROW. That would not be unfinished 
business now. It is by special order that the busi- 
ness of the District of Columbia comes up now; 
and the regular order of business is the call of 
the Committee for the District of Columbia for 
reports. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the consideration of the whole subject of 
the business for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HUGHES. I move that the House re- 
solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, for the purpose of resum- 
ing the consideration of the bill to which I have 
referred. 

Mr. STANTON. I submit to the gentleman 
from Maryland whether it would not be better to 
go into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union on the general subject of the busi- 
ness of the District of Columbia, and take it up in 
its order on the Calendar. 

Mr. HUGHES. No, sir; I make the special 
motion. 

Mr. CARTER. This bill has been reported 
by the Committee for the District of Columbia, 
and is the business now before the House. I 
do not see, therefore, why we should go into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
to consider it. 

The SPEAKER. It will be for the House to 
decide whether it will go into the Committee of the 


| Whole on the state of the Union on the subject. 








Mr. McKNIGHT. lLask the chairman of the 
Committee for the District of Columbia whether 
this bill is printed. I sent for a copy awhileago, 
and could not get it. 

Mr. CARTER. The bill ts printed. 

‘The question was taken on Mr. Hucues’s mo- 
tion to go into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union; and it was not agreed to. 

‘The question recurred on the third reading and 
engrossment of the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to have that billand 
the amendment read. 

The bill was read. Itconstitutes and appoints 
George W. Riggs, Edward Mayrard, Thomas P. 
Morgan, Robert J. Patterson, Francis A. Lutz, 
Walicr S. Cox, James M. Carlisle, Jonah D. 
Hoover, and Thomas Thornley, or a majority 
of them, commissioners to open books, receive 
subseriptions, and organize a company by the 
name, style, and title of the Washington City and 
Georgetown Railway Company, with powerand 
authority to construct a double track railway, be- 
ginning at the nav y-yard gate, through and along 
Eighth street east to its intersection with Pennsyl- 
Vania avenue; along said avenue to First street 
east; thence along the southern boundary of the 
Capitol grounds to the southern gate thereof; 
through the same to the northern gate and North 
Capitol street to C street north; thence along C 
street north and Indiana avenue to First street 
west, with the privilege of a switch to the depot 
of the Washington branch of the Baltimore and 
Ohio railroad; along First street west to the west 
cate of the Capitol grounds; thence through and 
along Pennsylvania avenue, Fifteenth street west, 
Pennsylvania avenue, crossing Rock creek by the 
tubular bridge, now being constructed, to Bridge 


street, Georgetown; along Bridge street to its in- | 


tersection with Lingan street, opposite the Alex- 
andria canal aqueduct, with alt the necessary 
switches, and turn-outs, and turn-table, with the 
right to run cars thereon, drawn by horses, foi 
the transportation of passengersonly. Also, the 
privilege of constructing a (single track with turn- 
outs) branch line from the intersection of Penn- 


sylvania avenue with Seventh street west; along | 


said street north to M street north; along M street | 


north to Ninth street west; along Ninth street 
west, south to its intersection with Pennsylvania 


- . i 
avenue. Also, the privilege of constructing a 


(single track with turn-outs) branch line from the 


intersection of Pennsylvania avenue with Four- 


and-a-Half street west, south to the gate of the | 
inclosure of the arsenal grounds; thence toa point 


on the Potomac river. 


The second section provides that the capital 


stock of said company shal! consist of six thou- 
sand shares of fifty dollars each, and that the said 
company may, from time to time, by a vote of the 
stockholders ata meeting called for that purpose, 


of which meeting thirty days’ notice shall be given 
in One Or more newspapers in the city of Wash- | 


ington, increase the capital stock to an amount 
sufficient to carry out the true intentand meaning 
of the act. 

The third section provides that the commission- 
ers, or a majority of them, shall have power to 


open books for receiving subscriptions to the cap- | 


ital stock of the company at such time or times, 
place or places, as they may deem expedient, 
after having given at least twenty days’ notice in 


one or more newspapers published in the city of 


Washington: and at the times and places so des- 
ignated and named in the public notices to be 
given as aforesaid, the said commissioners, or a 
majority of them, shall attend and furnish to all 
persons duly qualified, who shall offer to sub- 
scribe, an opportunity of so doing; and it shall 
be lawful for ail such persons, and for all firms 
and copartnerships, by themseives or by persons 
duiy authorized, to subscribe for shares in said 
stock; and the said books shall be kept open at 


least six hours tn every day for the term of ten | 
days, or unul there shall have been subscribed | 


the whole number of shares authorized by this 
act; provided that during the first five days no 


one firm or individual shall be allowed to sub- | 
scribe for more than ten shares. And if, after || 


the expiration of ten days, the books aforesaid 
shall not have the number of shares therein sub- 
scribed, the said commissioners may adjourn 


from time to Ume until the whole number author- | 
ized shall be subscribed, of which adjournment | 
ihe commissioners aforesaid shall give such pub- | 


lic notice as the occasion may require; and when | 
the whole number of shares shall be subscribed, | 
-the books shal! be closed; provided that no sub- 
scription shall be valid unless the party or parties | 
making the same shall pay, at the time of sub- | 
scribing, to the said commissioners, the sum of | 


five dollars on each and every share subscribed, 
for the use of said company. 


ital stock,as provided by the act, shall have been 
subscribed, and five dollars paid on each and 


every share as aforesaid, the said commissioners, | 


or such of them as shall have acted, shall certify 
to the President, under their handsand seals, the 
names of the subscribers, and the number of 
shares subscribed by each, and that five dollars 


on each share have Seen paid; whereupon the | 


President shall, by letters patent, under his hand 
and the seal of the United States, create and con- 
stitute the subscribers, and if the subscription 
be not full at the time, those who shall there- 
after subscribe to the number of shares aforesaid, 
their suecessors and assigns, into a body politic 
and corporate, in deed and in law, by the name, 
style, and title designated by the act; and by the 
said name, style, and title, the said subscribers 


shall have perpetual succession, with all the priv- |} 


ileges, franchises, and immunities incident to a 
corporation, and be able to sue or be sued, plead 
and be impleaded, in all courts of record, and 
elsewhere, and to purchase, reccive, have, hold, 
use, and enjoy, to them and their successors, 
goods, chattels, and estate, real and personal, of 
what kind and nature soever, and the samc, from 
time to time, to sell, exchange, mortgage, grant, 
alien, or otherwise dispose of, and to make div- 
idends of such portions of the profits as they may 
deem proper; and also to make and have a com- 
mon seal, and the same to alter and renew at 
pleasure, and also to ordain, establish, and put 
in execution such by-laws, ordinances, and reg- 
ulations as shall appear necessary or convenient 
for the government of said corporation, not being 


coutrary to the Constitution and laws of the Uni- | 


ted States; and generally to do all and singular 
the matters and things which to them it shall law- 
fully appertain to do for the well-being of said 
corporation, and the due ordering and manage- 
mentof the affairs thereof; provided that nothing 
in the act contained shall be construed as in any 


/way giving to such corporation any banking 


privileges whatever, to issue any bond or bonds, 
or any other liberties, privileges, or franchises 
but such as may be necessary or convenient to 
the procuring, owning, making, maintaining, reg- 


| ulating, and using their railroad for the convey- 


ance of passengers. And itis further provided that 
the company shall not purchase or hold any real 
estate, except such as may be necessary or con- 
venient for the making and constructing of their 
railroad, or for the furnishing of materials there- 
for, and for the accommodation of depots, offices, 
warehouses, machine-shops, and other appropri- 


| ate appurtenances, and for the personsand things 
= or used in and about the same. 


The remaining sections of the bill prescribe the 
terms and conditions on which the business of the 
company is to be conducted. 

The Committee for the District of Columbia 


_ recommend the following amendment: 


Insert after the word “ same%”’ in the sixteenth line of the 
eighteenth section, the following, to wit: *‘Which amount 
may be increased at any time by the corporate authorities 
of said cities, or either of them, to a sum not exceeding ten 
doiars per car ;’’ so that the section will read: 

Sec. 18. .4nd be it further enacted, That it shall be in- 
cumbenton the railroad company, as aforesaid, before plac- 
ing cars upon their road, to pay into the treasuries of the 
cities of Washington and Georgetown each, and annually 
thercafter, for the use of the cities, the sum of five dollars 
for each car intended to run on the same, which amount 
may be increased, &c. 

Mr. BURNETT. I am opposed to authorizing 
any city railway along Pennsylvania avenue, and 
I would vote, as an original proposition, against 
any bill for that purpose, if | thought I could de- 
feat it. But being satisfied that there isa majority 
of Congress in favor of making a grant to parties 
for the purpose of building such aroad, I, between 
the different projects that have been offered, have 
my choice, and in order that the House may un- 


| derstand the position of the Committee for the 


District of Columbia in regard to the various bills 
that have been offered for chartering companies to 
build this road, | wil! state that no one measure 
that has been offered here, according to my un- 
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| itsmembers were perntitted to present to the 


hold in my hand—for I have not had 
The fourth section provides that when the cap- 1) 


| jects to those of the bill now under considerat; 
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derstanding, has the approval of the 


I : COMMiltee ag 
a committee. B 


ut by an order of that committee 

, 
: . : 2 “ae House 
their respective bills for giving these privileges to 
companies, so that the House might consid, rand 


determine between the different projects. With- 
| out committing myself to the bill which I now 


an Oppor- 
tunity to examine its details sufficiently_t.., 
say that I prefer its general features and its ob- 
[ propose to offer this bill, with the amendments 
annexed to it,as a substitute for the bill now under 
considcration. 

The SPEAKER protempore, (Mr. Jou Cocu- 
RANE in the chair.) The Chair will state jo the 
gentleman from Kentucky that his motion is not 
in order pending a motion to commit. 

Mr. HOUSTON. With a view to brine the 
whole subject of these conflicting propositions for 
railways along the streets of this city before 
House, I will, for the present, withdraw the 
tion to commit, so that the substitute ma 
offered. 

Mr. BURNETT. I now offer the bill which 
I send to the Clerk’s desk, with the amendments 
thereto attached, as a substitute for the bill now 
pending. This bill has been prepared by wy 
colleague and friend, [Mr. Hucues,] but as | 
have not had sufficient time to examine it in detail, 
J do not commit myself to supportit in its details, 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair un- 
derstands that the billand amendments are offered 
as a single substitute for the bill reported by the 
chairman of the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. 

Mr. BURNETT. Yes, sir. Iam in favor of 
this project, because it is in connection with a 
company already chartered for the building of a 
road from this city through the State of Maryland 


the 
mo- 
y be 


| to the Point of Rocks, some fifty miles fron 


here, by which western travel from this city wil, 
be shortened by six hours. There are other guards 
thrown around this bill which the original bill 
does not contain. The original bill proposes to 
grant by name to parties in this city the right of 
way along Pennsylvania avenue to build a city 
railway, granting to them all the profit that 
may accrue from the operation of this road. It 
authorizes them to regulate and control this close 
Sears as it may be called, and that, too, 
without giving to the corporate authorities of 
Washington and Georgetown any control over 


the action of this irresponsible body of corpora- 


tors. Hence | am opposed to it. 

Now, I would vote cheerfully for any propo- 
sition which had for its object the letting out of 
this franchise to those who would pay the mos* 
for it. I believe that it would be right to give to 
the city authorities of Washington and George- 
town the power to grant these privileges, with 
such restrictions as Congress may approve, to 
the parties who will pay the most for the frau- 
chise. It is eagerly sought for, and it is believed 
by those who are seeking to have the bill passed, 
that it will be profitable, and will pay large div- 
idends. Judging by the eagerness with which 
this Capitol is besieged by the friends of the dif- 
ferent projects offered, 1 must confess that it seems 
to me thai the wisest course would be to permit 
the authorities of Washington and Georgetown 
to receive bids, and to give the franchise to those 
who are willing to pay the most for it, making it 
their duty to submit the matter for the approval 
of Congress. 

1 do not desire to detain the Hovse by any 
lengthened debate on this bill. I am satisfied that 
we cannot pass either one of those projects with- 
out going into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and there discussing the 
bill and amendments, so that the subject may be 
understood. In that behalf, 1 shall move to go 


into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union. But first I move that this bill and 
the substitute be referred to the Committee of tlie 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. DE JARNETTE. This bill looks fo a 
connection of a railroad in this District with some 
railroad in Virginia. Before it can be construct d 
Virginia will have ceased to be a member of this 
Confederacy; and it is to that point that 1 invite 


the attention of the House. On the 20th day of 


December, 1860, the people of South Carolina—— 
Mr. LOVEJOY. I rise to a point of order. It 
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is that the remarks of the gentleman from Vir- \) sion; and a majority, a large majority, of the 


ginia are not germane to this bill. 

Mr. DEJARNETTE. Before I address myself 
to the substitute offered by the gentleman from 
Kentucky, | may assign the reasons which induce | 
me to oppose it. On the 20th day of December, 
i260, the people of South Carolina, by a unani- 
mous vote, passed the following ordinance 

Mr. STANTON. lL understand that the mo- 
tion is pending to commit the bill to the Commit- 
teeofthe Whole on the state ofthe Union. Nothing 
is better settled than that the merits of the bill are 
not debatable on @ motion to commit. I there- 
fore make that point. 

Mr.DEJARNETTE. Then I hope the gen- | 
tleman frog: Kentucky will withdraw his motion 
to commit. 

Mr. BURNETT. It seems to be the fixed pur- 
pose of gentlemen on the other side of the House | 
to prevent anything like discussion of the ques- 
tions now agitating the country, so that the peo- | 
ple might understand them and know the views 
of members of this House. I withdraw the mo- 
tion to commit. 





Mr. DE JARNETTE. I will begin again. || 


Mr. STANTON. What is the pending ques- 
tion now: 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question 
now is on the substitute offered to the bill by the 
gentleman from Kentucky. This being a special 
order, the Chair will rengind the gentleman from 
Virginia that remarks must be confined strictly 

to the question. 

Mr.DEJARNETTE. Mr.Speaker,I propose 
to assign the reasons why, as a member of this 
House from the State of Virginia, I feel it incum- 
bent upon me to oppose the amendment of the 
gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Burnerr.] Itis 
proper, before stating my particular objections, 
that I should assign some general reasons why 
the bill and amendment should not be passed. 

Mr. Speaker, on the 20th day of December, 
1860, the people of South Carolina, by unani- 


mous vote, passed the following ordinance of 
secession: 


in Ordinance to dissolve the Union between the State of 

South Carolina and the other States united with her, un- 

der the compact entitled ‘* The Constitution of the United 

States of America.”’ 

We, the people of Sonth Carolina, in convention as- 
sembled, do declare and ordain,and it is hereby declared and 
ordained, that the ordinance adopted by us in convention, 
on the 23d day of May, in the year of our Lord 1788, whereby | 
the Constitution of the United States of Amcrica was rat- 
ified; and also all acts and parts of acts of the General As- 
sembly of this State ratifying the amendment of the said 
Constitution are hereby repealed ; and that the union now | 
subsisting between South Carolina and the other States | 
under the name of the United States of America, is hereby | 
dissolved. | 

' 
| 
| 
| 





Mr. CARTER. If I have the right, I call the 
gentleman from Virginia to order. This is a 
specific matter; it is a bill for the construction of 
a passenger railway in this District; and I insist 
that, under the rules, the gentleman must confine | 
his remarks to its provisions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gen- | 
tleman from New York raise to a point of order? | 

Mr. CARTER. I certainly do. I deem it to | 
be my duty to do so as the chairman of the Com- | 
mittee for the District of Columbia. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman | 
will state his point of order. 

Mr. CARTER. My point of order is this: | 
that debate at this stage of the proceedings must 
be strictly confined to the bill, and not wander 
off into other and far different matters. 

_ The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman | 
from Virginia has not yet proceeded far enough | 
to possess the Chair with the tenor and effect of | 
his remarks; and the Chair is not, therefore, now | 
enabled to give an intelligent decision under the | 
rules. The gentleman from Virginia will pro- 
ceed in order. The Chair will remind him, how- | 
ever, that debate must, under the rules, be con- 


fined to the provisions of the pending bill. 
Mr. DE f 


Point, state the conclusion resulting from the | 
Premises which I will lay down. 


nized by the people, and protected by law, are | 
already taking incipient steps tending inevitably | 


towards the passage of similar ordinances ofseces- || 


RRNETTE. Now, Mr. Speaker, || 
I will proceed, and the Chair will perceive that || 
my remarks are in order. I will, at the proper | 


| people of each and all of those States entertain 
the opinion, with the utmost confidence, that they 
have the right so todo. Itis probablethat a ma- 
jority of the people of the other, or non-slavehold- 
| ing States, deny tliat this right exists. 

Mr. CARTER. I again raise the point of 
order. 

The SPEAKER protempore. The Chair is of 
the opinion that the remarks of the gentleman 
from Virginia are notin order, not being addressed 
to the merits of the bill under consideration. 

Mr. DE JARNETTE. It may be my mis- 
fortune not directly to come to the point at issue. 
If the gentleman from New York will bear with 
|} mea while, I am sure I can convince him that 
my remarks are not only applicable, but alto- 

ether pertinent to the pending measure. 


the remarks of the gentleman from Virginia at 
the proper time; but I cannot bring myself to 
yield up the time set apart for the business of the 
District of Columbia, to matters purely abstract, 
| and not now before us. 


that this day has been set apart for the consider- 


i; ation of the business of the District of Columbia; 


and | am addressing myself to the merits of the 
bill now pending before the House. I believe 
that remarks are in order, and I trust that the 
Chair will so rule. 

Mr. CARTER. Linsist on my point of order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. As the Chair 
understands, the subject particularly under con- 
sideration at this time is a bill for the construction 


bia. The Chair is of the opinion that the remarks 


to the merits of that bill; but, on the contrary, to 
the right of one or more of the States of this 
Union to secede from the other States. The 


cluding paragraph of House rule No. 114: 
** And all debate on special orders shall be confined 
strictly to the measure under consideration.”’ 


The Chair feels at a loss to make any connec- 


As the point is now made, under the rule, which 
the Chair has referred to, he is obliged to decide 
that the remarks of the gentleman from Virginia 
are not in order. 

Mr. DEJARNETTE. As IL understand the 
amendment, it proposes the construction of a 
| railroad in the Districtof Columbia to connect with 
the system of railroads in the State of Virginia. 
Such being the case, 1 rise to a constitutional 
question. Has this Congress the right to char- 
| ter a company for the construction of a railroad 
within the limits and the jurisdiction of the State 





| oe a ee iad 2 “ . . 
|| of Virginia? The consideration of that question 
| 


at once brings up the discussion of the doctrine 
of State sovereignty, the very question which I 


|| have started out with. 


Now, sir, all the States in the southern portion 
of the Confederacy, fifteen in number, claim the 


their judgment, secession is best calculated 
Mr. CARTER. I insist that the rules and the 


decision of the Chair shall be enforced. 





The SPEAKER pro tempore. The decision of | 


the Chair was made upon the remarks of the gen- 


tleman from Virginia at the time he was inter- || 


rupted a moment ago. 
Mr. SICKLES. If the gentleman from Vir- 


enabled to show that his remarks are pertinent to 


|| the subject under consideration, and therefore 


strictly in order under the rules. 


The ee tempore. The Chair was | 


about to say a wor 
gentleman from Virginia that he designed pro- 
ceeding to show that the measure now pending 
was unconstitutional. If the gentleman can estab- 


to submit, his remarks will be in order. He will 
therefore proceed. 


||: Mr. DESJARNETTE. All the States in the 
Several of the other States in which the insti- |) 
tuuon of domestic slavery exists, and is recog- || 


southern portion of the Confederacy—fifteen in 
number—claim the right to secede from the Union 
| whenever, in their judgment, secession is best 
| calculated to remedy any evil under which they 


Mr. DEJARNETTE. I very well understand | 


of a passenger railway in the District of Colum- }| 


of the gentleman from Virginia are not addressed | 


attention of the House, as well as that of the | 
gentleman from Virginia, is directed to the con- | 


tion between the remarks of the gentleman from || 
| Virginia and the measure under consideration. || 


: to secede from the Union whenever, in | 
| 

| upon the statement of the | 
| 


lish that point by the argument he now proposes | 
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| number—deny the existence of any such right. 
It is a clear and distinct claim of right on the one 


| mitting in order at this time? 


hand » and an equally clear and distinct denial of 
that right on the other. It becomes, therefore, ¢ 
question of immense and immediate importance 
to every one of the States of the Unien to know 
whether, in any case whatever, there exists the 
right in any State peacefully to secede from this 
Union. The solution of this question—— 

Mr. CARTER. I call the gentleman from 


Virginia to order. Are the remarks he is sub- 


| _ They are, as I 
think, not germane to the pending bill, 


Mr. DE JARNETTE. I will come to that 


|| directly. Iam now coming to that point, and I 


Mr. CARTER. I should be happy to hear 


trust that I will be allowed to proceed without 
further interruption. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore, The point of 
order having been made by the chairman of the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, that the 
remarks of the gentleman from Virginia are not 
germane to the pending bill, and therefore not in 


| order, the Chair is compelled to decide that the 


remarks of the gentleman, so far as he has submit- 


ted them, are not in order. 


Mr. DE JARNETTE. I will leave that point, 
then, and proceed to another. [Laughter.] I re- 
peat, that it becomes a question of great import- 
ance, at this time, to solve that question of the 
right of secession. 

Mr. STOKES. I desire to put a question to 


| the gentleman from Virginia. Is he authorized 


to make the statement, here in this House, that 
Tennessee conceces the right of a State to secede 
from this Union? 

Mr. DE JARNETTE. The gentleman cer- 


| tainly does not mean to put that question to me, 


for I have made no such statement. 

Mr. STOKES. I understood the gentleman to 
say that fifteen southern States claim the right 
peacefully to secede from this Union. I make 
this statement in reference to Tennessee. ‘The 
great men, the leading men, in that State have 
spoken out, unequivocally denying that right. 

Mr. DEJARNETTE. Let me ask the gen- 
tleman a question. Does he deny that right of 
peaceable secession ? 

Mr. STOKES. I do deny, and emphatically, 
the right of a State to secede from the Union. 
The leading statesmen of my State, of all parties, 
have denied theright. The doctrine of Jackson’s 
proclamation of 1833, upon the subject, is the 
doctrine of Tennessee. I fully indorse it. Se- 
cession is revolution. The right of revolution is 
inherent in the people. Itis a right to be exer- 
cised, however, only in extreme cases, when op- 
pression is intolerable, and all constitutional and 
lawful remedies have been tried, and failed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. ‘The Chair feels 
obliged to arrest the course of debate now being 
indulged in. It is altogether out of order. 

Mr. GROW. I insist that the Chair shall not 


'| allow the rules of the House, and his decision, to 
be evaded as they have been already by the gen- 





tleman from Virginia. 

Mr.DEJARNETTE. Itis apparent that the 
Representatives of the southern States upon this 
side of the House have been subjected to the cruel 


| operations of the gag law. 


Mr. GROW. I insist that the Chair shall 
enforce order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from Virginia is out of order. 

Mr. GROW. Does not the rule require thata 


| member, when decided out of order, shall take 


(| his seat? I trust the Chair will enforce the rules, 
ginia be allowed to proceed, perhaps he may be 


and not allow them to be evaded. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair will 
enforce the rules. 

Mr. STOKES. I desire to make this re- 
mark 

Mr. DEJARNETTE. I decline toyield. [ 
will now proceed with my remarks; and I will 
bring them within the rules. 

Mr. STOKES. I have no disposition to pre- 





| vent the gentleman from Virginia making his 


speech. lam perfectly willing that he should be 
allowed to goon. I will throw no obstructions 


|in his way. I only want to put my State where 
| I believe she stands. 


Mr. DE JARNETTE resumed his remarks, 


| but was interrupted by 


may laber. All the northern States—eighteen in |: 


_Mr.GROW. I rise to a pointof order. I de- 
sire to know if the rule is not imperative, that 


‘ 








320 


when a point of order is raised on a member, he 
must take lis seat? 
en ; +n "10: 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair has 
decided the gentleman from Virginia out of order. 

Mr. GROW. !s not the rule of the House that 
the gentleman must take his seat ? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Such is the rule 
of order. ‘The point of order raised against the 
gentleman from Virginia has been decided ad- 
versely to him; and the gentleman, as the Chair 
understands, proposed to proceed in order. The 
gentleman from Virginia now proceeds out of 
order, 

Mr. EDWARDS asked for the reading of the 
GOlst rule. 

The rule was read, as follows: 

61. If any member, in speaking or otherwise, transgress 
the rules of the House, the Speaker shall, or any member 
may, call to order; in which case the member so called to 
order shall immediately sit down, unless permitted to ex 
plain; and the House shall, if appealed to, decide on the 
case, but without debate: if there be no appeal, the decis- 
ton of the Chair shall be submitted to. Uf the decision be 
in favor of the member called to order, he shall be at lib 
erty to proceed; if otherwise, he shall not be permitted to 
proceed, in case any member object, without leave of the 
llouse ; and if the case require it, he shall be liable to the 
censure of the House.”’ 

Mr. COX. I desire tomake a suggestion, which 
I think will end this difficulty, and allow us to 
proceed to the business gentlemen desire. It is, 
that the gentleman from Virginia have leave to 
print the remarks he desires to make now. 

Mr. GROW. My point of order on that is not 
personal to anybody in the House, but I must 
object; for everybody knows that there are many 
gentlemen who desire to make speeches, and it 
one is allowed to print his remarks, all should be 
ailowed to do so. Unless all shall have a like 
privilege, I must insist upon my point of order. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to say that 
no such general privilege will be granted. 

Mr. CARTER. I have no objection to allow- 

J 
ing the gentleman from Virginia to print the re- 
marks he desires to make, nor have I any desire 
to stifle debate. I object to his proceeding, not 
from any disrespect to my southern brethren, but 


because his remarks are not germane to the sub- | 


ject before us. 


Mr. GROW. Unless the House makes a gen- | 


eral order for every one, who desires, to print 
their speeches, [ shall object. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
such general order. 

Mr. COX. The gentleman has entered upon 
his speech, and permission to print might prop- 
erly be given in this case. 

Mr. SICKLES. 
quire unanimous consent? The gentleman is upon 
the floor, and has made a portion of his speech, 
and the question now is simply whether the re- 
mainder shall be printed or not. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair thinks 
that unanimous consent is required. 

Mr. DE JARNETTE. Mr. Speaker, I have 
only to say, that, if I had been allowed to pro- 
ceed, I would have gone on to justify and defend 
the ordinance of secession passed by South Caro- 
lina. As Iam ruled out of order, I give notice 
that when an opportunity is afforded me, I will 
again revert to this subject. 

Mr. CARTER. I now call for the reading of 
the substitute offered by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky. 

The substitute was read. 

Mr. CARTER. If it be in order, [ move that 
all debate upon this bill be limited to five minutes. 

Mr. SICKLES. Are we considering this bill in 
the House or in the Committee of the Whole? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the House. 

Mr. SICKLES. Then the motion is not in 
order. The gentleman can limit debate only by 
cailing the previous question. 

Mr. CARTER. I demand the previous ques- 
tion upon the bill before the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 


I object to any 


from New York is upon the floor, and the motion | 


is not in order. 

Mr. SICKLES. I move to amend section 
eleven of this bill, by inserting in the tenth line, 
after the word * respectively,’’ the words: 

And the assent of a majority of the owners of the land 
fronting on such streets aforesaid. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the gentle- 
man propose to amend the original bill or the 
substutute? 


Does permission to print re- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. SICKLES. I propose to amend the bill | 
just read, which was offered asa substitute by the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Bunnerr.] Sec- 
tion eleven of this bill authorizes the directors 
of this company, whenever, in their judgmeftt, | 
the public convenience will be promoted, to lay 
down tracks upon any street in the city of Wash- 
ington or Georgetown. Now, sir, | consider that 
to be a very extensive power to confer upon any 


corporation with reference to the streets of the |) 


capital of the country. It is true that the pro- 
viso requires that the assent of the corporation 
be also obtained; but the experience of every city 


with reference to grants of this description from || 


municipal corporations, has proved the necessity | 


of some other and higher safeguard than their || 


discretion or pleasure. I need only refer to the | 
experience of cities adjacent to akin, 
where tracks have been laid down; and to the 
experience of Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New 


York, to show that some higher and legislative || 


supervision, and some additional checks, are ne- 
cessary. Now, | donot propose to require these 
corporators to come to Congress to seek addi- 
tional franchises and assistance from time to time, 
because I am fully aware of the extreme difficulty 
of obtaining the attention of Congress to the wants 
and interests of the people of this District; but 
I do think that the friends of the bill ought to 


agree to give to the residents and owners of lands | 
fronting on those strects through which railroads | 
are to pass at least some voice in the question as | 


to whether their streets are to be occupied for 
these purposes. This has been found indispens- 
able in the city of New York; and itis the law of 


that city, and sv declared by the Legislature, that || 
even modifications of the omnibus routes are no | 


longer permitted at the mere discretion of the cor- 
poration, but the assent of a majority of the own- 
ers of land fronting on the streets is required. If 


the public convenience does demand the extension || 


of this grant through one or more streets, this 
public utility and convenience will be at once 
perceived by those who own the lands fronting 
on the streets. Of course, if it be a public ad- 


vantage, they will be among the most prompt to | 


facilitate the laying down of tracks. If, on the 


other hand, a corporation like this is to be ere- | 
: : eee ; 
ated, it will have it in its power to appropriate |! 


this or that street, at its pleasure, and through 
whatever influence it may obtain in the municipal 
Council. 

Mr. Speaker, I am just informed that my 
amendment is accepted by the honorable gentle- 


/ man from Maryland, (Mr. Hveues,] and there- 


fore I will not enforce any further my amend- 
ment upon the judgment of the House. 

Mr. CARTER. I now call the previous ques- 
tion upon the bill and substitute. 

Mr. HUGHES. Upon what is the vote to be 
first taken? 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. First upon the 


| substitute. 


Mr. CARTER. 


I will withdraw the previous | 
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information from the gentleman from Maryland 
for I have not seen the bill. I desire to know 
whether this bill proposes to give to a particular 
corporation, or to particular individuals, by name 
this franchise; or whether it proposes to give sa “4 
the District of Columbia, or to the cities of Wash- 
ington and Georgetown? ° 

Mr. HUGHES. Itis proposed to give it to 
the Metropolitan Railroad Company. If the gen. 
tleman had listened to the reading of the bil], he 
would have discovered that it throws open the 
subscription for the city passenger railway a 
anybody who chooses to subscribe, 

Ir. SMITH, of Virginia. What is the Metro- 

politan Railroad Company? : 

Mr. HUGHES. It is a regularly organized 
company, of which Benjamin Ogle Tayloe is pres. 
ident. i. object is to connect the District of Co- 
lumbia with the Point of Rocks in the State of 


| Maryland, on the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, 


Mr.SMITH, of Virginia. I understand, then 
that it is proposed by this legislation to give Tate 
muniments toa company which was organized 
for action outside of the District of Columbia. 

Mr. HUGHES. The company has been ehay- 
tered by the Congress of the United States withiy 
the District. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I know that; but 


|, wecould notcharter a company to go beyond the 


limits of the District. 

Mr. HUGHES. Wed not ask you to do that, 
You have chartered this company within the Dis- 
trict. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
granted it a charter? 

Mr. HUGHES. One of the termini of the road 
| isin the District of Columbia, and the other at 


Has Maryland 


| the Point of Rocks, on the Baltimore and Ohio 


railroad. 
| Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Has the company 
a charter from the State of Maryland? 

Mr. HUGHES. It hasa charter from the State 
of Maryland, so far as Maryland is concerned; 
and a charter from Congress, so far as the Dis- 
trict of Columbia is concerned. 


Mr. McKNIGHT. Iofferthe following amend- 
ment to the original bill: 
In section fourteen, after the word “ made,” where it 
occurs in the eleventh line, insert “in proportion to the 
length of said main line of railroad located and constructed 
| within the limits of said cities respectively.” 

Mr. CARTER. I now move the previous ques- 
tion on the bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON called for tellers on the second 
to the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hueues and 
Exy were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 64, noes 19; no quorum voting. 


Mr. FLORENCE. With a view of ascertain- 


|| ing if there is a quorum present, I move that the 


House do now adjourn; and I demand the yeas 
| and nays on that motion. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


question, if the gentleman from Maryland desires 


|| The question was taken; and it was decided in 
to make any remarks. 


the negative—yeas 9, nays 141; as follows: 





Mr. HUGHES. I have only a few remarks 
to make. This is a very important measure, but 


| | have no ere to enter into discussion at 


| any length. 


attempted to do so last session, 
and I am inclined to think the House understands 

retty well the difference between the two bills. 
The substitute offered by the gentleman from Ken- 


and reported by the permission of the Committee 
for the District of Columbia. If the House has 
attended to the reading of the substitute, they 
will have discovered that whatever advantage may 
be derived from the franchise shall be applied to 
a road from Georgetown to Point of Rocks. We 
desire to give to this District the greatest possible 
advantage and convenience, not only of transit 
over the long distances between Georgetown and 
the navy-yard, but the advantage of direct com- 
munication with the West; thereby saving time, 


trouble, and expense in the transit of passengers | 


| and of the products of the country to the District 


| more, and this road opens up a fine region of | 
| country, and will benefit the city to a very great | 


| | 


of Columbia. The market of Washington is 
full fifty per cent. over that of the city of Balti- 


extent. I will not again enter into the merits of 
the road, unless it becomes necessary. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to obtain 


YEAS—Messts. Gartrell, Houston, Jenkins, Jones, Lan- 
drum, Leake, Pryor, Rutiin, and William Simith—9. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles I’. Adams, Green Adams, Ad- 
| rain, Aldrich, Alley, Thomas L. Anderson, William ©. 
Anderson, Ashley, Babbitt, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Botcler, 
Bouligny, Brayton, Briggs, Bristow, Brown, Buffinton, 
Burlingame, Burnett, Burnham, Butterfield, Carey, Carter, 
John B. Clark, Clemens, Cobb, John Cochrane, Colfax, 


. . || Covode, Cox, Davidson, Join G. Davis, Dawes, De Jar- 
tucky (Mr. Burnett] isa bill prepared by me, | ; ; : ; 


nette, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, English, Eth 

eridge, Fenton, Ferry, Florence, Foster, Frank, French, 
Gilmer, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, Hardeman, John 
T. Harris, Haskin, Hatton, Hawkins, Helmick, Hickman, 
Hill, Hoard, Holman, William Howard, William A. How- 
ard, Hughes, Humphrey, Hutchins, Junkin, Kilgore, De- 
Witt C. Leach, Longnecker, Loomis, Lovejoy, Mallory, 
Marston, Elbert S. Martin, Maynard, McKean, McKenty, 
McKnight, McPherson, Millson, Millward, Montgomery, 
Laban T. Moore, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, 
Morse, Nelson, Niblack, Nixon, Noell, Olin, Palmer, Perry, 
Phelps, Porter, Pottle, Quarles, John H. Reynolds, Rice, 
Riggs, Christopher Robinson, James C. Robinson, Royce, 
| Sedgwick, Sherman, Simms, Somes, Spaulding, Spinner, 
Stanton, Stevens, William Stewart, Stokes, Stout, Strat- 
ton, Thayer, Train, Trimble, Vandever, Van Wyck, Ver- 
ree, Wade Waldron, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, 
Ellibu B. Washburne, Webster, Wells, Whiteley, Wilson, 
Windom, Winslow, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodson—l4!. 


So the House refused to adjourn. 


Daring the roll-call, 
Mr. COX stated that Mr. Atien had been 











called home in consequence of the dangerous 
| illness of his child. 


— 
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